Friday 28 September 2018

Lucky winners

Mosquito Activity

Congratulations to all the lucky winners who were
successful in our rates draws. J S Archer was the lucky
winner for the two-night’s stay at the Ambassador Hotel
in Perth and A S Piercey won the return flights for two
to Perth thanks to REX. A big thank you to M K & E G
Hodges & J E & J A Rasszyk who decided to donate their
$250 prize money to SAFE Esperance.

High levels of rainfall for the month of
August saw Esperance and some farming
communities with water laying around a bit
longer this spring. Combined with the onset
of warmer weather it is likely to trigger more
mosquito activity and therefore a greater risk
of mosquito-borne disease.
Esperance residents and travellers are
encouraged to be alert and to take precautions
to avoid being bitten by mosquitoes over the
coming spring and summer months until
water logging recedes.

Capping Project
The recent capping project carried out at Wylie Bay Waste Facility is now
complete. The project was to seal Phase 1 of the landfill. A Geosynthetic
Clay Liner was laid, and was capped with 1.2m of sand. This was then
topped with hydromulch which contains seedlings native to the local
area to promote regrowth.

There are several precautions we can take
to minimise the risk including avoiding
outdoor exposure at dusk and dawn, wearing
protective clothing, removing any stagnant
water from around the house and wearing
personal insect repellent.

The Shire was quoted over $3 million for the project which was over the
$2.25 million budget. The project was managed in-house and most of
the work was carried out by local contractors and staff, with specialists
coming in for necessary tasks. This means the total cost for the project
came in at $1.93 million, and under budget! This type of work occurs at
most landfills with a closure management plan and is required by the
Department of Water and Environment Regulation.

Shire Environmental Health Officers will set
mosquito traps and conduct larvae sampling
in the next few weeks. The traps are set
on a monthly basis to investigate mosquito
numbers and the species that have the
potential to carry viruses so officers can notify
the community.

Abay Update

More than 300 species of mosquitoes are
found in Australia with almost 100 in Western
Australia. Of the mosquito species found in
WA, only 30 are considered to be pests and/
or possible carriers of viruses such as Ross
River or Barmah Forest virus. Esperance
mosquito population includes some species
with the potential to infect people and personal
care should be taken to avoid being bitten.

Stage 2 works at Alexander Bay Campground (removal of existing toilet
and installation of new toilet block) will be occurring from Monday 8
October to Friday 19 October.
The Alexander Bay campground will be CLOSED during this time.
Alternative campgrounds are available at Cape Arid National Park or the
Duke of Orleans Bay Caravan Park.
Recent work in the area has included upgrading the day use area,
upgrading campbays and installing seven new bays and fenceworks.

While mosquitoes might be a pest, they are a
vital component of our local ecosystem and
require a careful approach to minimise impact
on the environment while reducing the risk
to the community. The Esperance mosquito
management program includes treating some
areas affected with mosquito larvae. More
information on mosquito borne diseases and
precautionary measures can be found at:
http://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/fightthebite

Future closures for the remaining works may occur through the rest of
October and November. Please see the Shire’s website www.esperance.
wa.gov.au for more details.

Upcoming Meetings
Agenda Briefing: 16 October, 1pm, Council Chambers
Ordinary Council Meeting: 23 October, 4pm, Council Chambers
Want to know what is happening in Council each month? The agenda includes all reports
Council will make decisions on, minutes from Council and committee meetings, monthly
financials and an operational report. To read the full the Agenda and Minutes please go to
the Shire’s website.

Beware of Magpies
Spring is here, the sun is shining, flowers are blooming and magpies are swooping. Magpies
may swoop to defend their offspring and nest if they feel threatened. The best way to avoid
being swooped is to avoid passing too close to trees containing nests and to never provoke a
magpie by drawing attention to yourself or throwing objects.
If you are concerned about a particularly troublesome bird, contact Wildcare Helpline on (08)
9474 9055 or visit the Parks and Wildlife Services website for further advice.

Vacancies
We currently have three positions available at the Shire, head to the Shire website to learn
about a General Hand for mowing in our Parks and Reserves team, Casual Customer Service
Officer - Visitor Centre and a Customer Service and Licensing Officer - Administration Building.
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