Friday 27 July 2018

From the Ordinary Council Meeting
Ordinary Council Meetings are always open to the public and provide an opportunity to ask questions.
This week’s Ordinary Council Meeting took place on Tuesday 24 July resolving to:
• Endorse the Shire’s response to the Stop Puppy Farming Consultation paper initiated by
WALGA
• Endorse the Esperance Bay Coastal Erosion Options report and progress the option of a
Coordinated Bandy Creek Boat Harbour dredging and sand back-passing approach to deal
with the Esperance Bay Coastal Erosion
• Grant a lease to the Cannery Arts Centre for a term of 10 years and take responsibility for
the structural maintenance of all retaining walls and buildings, including the lookout and
stairs
• Appoint Fire Control Officers
• Endorse the Ralph Bower Adventureland Park Implementation Plan 2018
• Adopt the 2018/2019 Annual Budget, more information is available on the Shire website or
overleaf

Edge of the Bay
Save the Date! Edge of the Bay will take place over two days
on 15 & 16 December 2018. It will feature the King of Concrete
Skate Competition and a live music event near the Skate
Park. Edge of the Bay 2018 is in the planning stages and we
are looking for Community Groups to help us make it the best
ever! Is your Community Group keen to share your passion
with the Esperance Community by promoting or fundraising
for your group at the event? If so, we’d love to hear from you.
Information and an application form are vailable on the Shire
website, please feel free to contact the Shire to discuss your
ideas.

To read the full the Agenda and Minutes please go to the Shire’s website.

2018/2019 Budget
Council have adopted the 2018-2019 Shire of Esperance Budget at the July Ordinary Council
Meeting. The budget outlines operational expenditure and capital projects being undertaken over
the next twelve months and how these will be funded.
On 23 May 2018 Council endorsed the differential rates of 4.45% for town and rural properties. The
rates are reviewed by Council every year and are set to ensure the rates charged are sufficient to
support the facilities and services the Shire provides.
Some exciting things in the budget include:
• Construction of the Indoor Sports Stadium, this includes funding for reroofing and installing
club rooms at the Noel White Stadium
• $50,000 towards a polystyrene baler llowing recycling of polystyrene products
• $218,000 to upgrades and new equipment to the playground at Adventureland Park
• $15,000 has been allocated to a site selection study to identify the best locations for a
mountain bike track in Esperance
• $1.2 million towards replacing the mainline for the Eastern Suburbs Water Scheme Project
• $11.8 million to roads
• Increased funding going towards tourism projects and services at the visitor centre, including
new banners to be displayed around town, interpretive signage for tourist locations and new
signage for the Museum, as well as, funding towards a study into turning Pink Lake pink again
• $212,565 committed to over 20 community groups during Community Grants Program

Looking after our Parks
Building a tree house is a great way to be creative and spend
some time outside, however trees in public parks cannot be
used for this purpose. While it may seem like a good idea,
the pruning of, and damage to, trees within the Shire’s parks,
reserves and streetscapes is considered vandalism and is
damaging to the trees. On regular occasions over the past
several weeks staff have been required to clean up large
quantities of broken branches from the trees at Eagle Court
Park. If this activity continues then the amenity and screening
value of the trees will be destroyed, and the trees will need to
be removed and replaced.

Upcoming Meetings
Agenda Briefing: 21 August, 1pm, Council Chambers
Ordinary Council Meeting: 28 August, 4pm, Council Chambers
Want to know what is happening in Council each month? The agenda includes all reports
Council will make decisions on, minutes from Council and committee meetings, monthly
financials and an operational report. To read the full the Agenda and Minutes please go to the
Shire’s website.

Foreshore Lighting Upgrade
Lighting along the foreshore is getting an upgrade.
The main path running from the Port Authority to
the Jetty Headland is having new energy efficient
LED lighting installed. The LED lights will be on
6m high poles spread along the path replacing
the current units. The older lights running from the
boat ramp to Port Authority need wiring upgrades,
with the new lights providing a better quality and
efficient light. Unfortunately the lower bollard
lights (selected to provide a less invasive light)
that run along the foreshore from James St to the
Jetty Headland have been prone to significant
vandalism and are therefore being replaced with
poles that will provide a better quality lighting for
path users and be more resistant to vandalism.
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