Friday 6 July 2018

Community Grants Program
We are excited to announce the allocation for the Community Grants Program 2018/2019. This program has
been running for almost 20 years and is a great way for Council to support dynamic projects, programs and
activities; encouraging collaboration through engagement and participation in the community; facilitating
stronger, more sustainable and resilient communities; and supporting the maintenance and upgrade of
community facilities.
A total of 30 applications were received under the three annual grant categories of the Community Grants
Program. Council would like to congratulate all recipients and look forward to continuing to support
community groups in achieving their goals. To find out more about the program and its criteria or about the
successful recipients go to the Shire website www.esperance.wa.gov.au.

NAIDOC Week
Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation and The Shire of Esperance invite the Esperance
community to celebrate NAIDOC 2018 week which commences Monday, 9 July.
NAIDOC Week celebrates Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture and achievements and is an
opportunity to recognise the contributions that Indigenous Australians make to our country and our society.
This year’s theme, ‘Because of her, we can!’ celebrates the essential role that women have played and
continue to play as active and significant role models in the community.
Recognition of NAIDOC week has already begun in Esperance with banners celebrating Indigineous
language flying in the town centre. Celebrations will commence Monday 9 July at 9:00am at the Shire of
Esperance Administration Building. There will be an official opening of NAIDOC week with a Welcome to
Country speech, a Flag Raising Ceremony and a walk with the Mandaboornup Eagles through town to the
Whale Tail. From 11:30am to 1pm members of the community are invited to join a free sausage sizzle along
with bush foods and tools on display. You can learn more about NAIDOC Week here https://www.naidoc.
org.au

Upcoming Meetings
Agenda Briefing: 17 July, 1pm, Council Chambers
Ordinary Council Meeting: 24 July, 4pm, Council Chambers
Want to know what is happening in Council each month? The agenda includes all reports Council
will make decisions on, minutes from Council and committee meetings, monthly financials and an
operational report. To read the full the Agenda and Minutes please go to the Shire’s website.

30 Years of French Connections
This year marks the 30th Anniversary of Esperance’s twin town relationship with Saint Martin de Re (a town
located on an island just off the west coast of France). We will be celebrating with a French Film Night on
Saturday 14 July to watch Marguerite. Tickets include a glass of wine, French cheese tasters and pre-film
performances. Doors open 6pm, entertainment from 6:30pm and the film begins at 7pm.Tickets can be
purchased from the library. There’ll also be the Southern Ports Tour d’Esperance on Saturday & Sunday,
for more information visit the Esperance Cycle Club on Facebook, call Andy on 0457 530 794 or email
espcyclingclub@gmail.com. The Esperance Museum Village Markets will be on Sunday.
With a view to support the twin town ethos of increasing the friendship between St Martin and Esperance,
the Twin Towns Student Exchange Program commenced in 1990. The Shire and Esperance Lions Club
have supported over 27 student exchanges to Saint-Martin de Ré and are due to host its 30th student.

Corporate Business
Plan
At the June Ordinary Council Meeting Council
endorsed the Corporate Business Plan. The
Corporate Business Plan establishes measurable
actions for the Shire to work towards achieving
the outcomes of the Strategic Community Plan.
It identifies the priorities of the community and
details current services, future operations and
projects expected to be undertaken by the Shire
over the next four years.
In 2017/2018 we achieved the Edge of the Bay
Event, a new visitor centre website, the One and
All Community Program and many more, we also
continuing to work towards approvals of the new
landfill site, auditing rural roads and upgrades to
the Seafront Caravan Park. Read more in the
Corporate Business Plan on the Shire website.

Dempster Head Management Plan
Council have adopted the Dempster Head Management Plan 2018 at the June Ordinary Council Meeting.
Minor changes were made to the Plan after it was released for public comment in April this year. South
Coast Natural Resource Management was engaged to undertake key works to review and update the 2003
Dempster Head Management Plan to reflect the current conditions of the area and provide clear direction
on the future management of this reserve.
South Coast NRM sought information from a range of community groups to develop an updated Plan
that would ensure this natural asset will continue to be enjoyed by locals and visitors. The Draft Plan was
released for public comment for a period of 21 days in which time Council received 34 submissions. The
submissions received were reviewed by the Shire and South Coast NRM, with the final document reflecting
the many users of this reserve. Mountain bike riding was the major issue raised with a similar number of
submissions both for and against the activity. Council has requested a budget item be considered in next
year’s budget in finding alternative locations that would be suitable for downhill & endurance mountain
biking.
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