Friday 29 June 2018

Rangers working at Alexander Bay

Cat Reunited at Last!

The Shire of Esperance and the Esperance
Tjaltjraak Native Title Corporation Ranger team
have embarked on a joint project funded by
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
‘Protecting Heritage Sites’ program, with
assistance from South Coast Natural Resource
Management through the ‘National Landcare’
project. Recent developments have involved
upgrading the Alexander Bay campground to
protect sensitive environmental and cultural sites.

Nellie the cat was reunited with her owners after
being missing for five years! She is microchipped
and Lifetime Registered with the Shire of Esperance
enabling Rangers to track down who she belonged to
when they found her.
This is a fantastic example of why everyone should
microchip and register their dogs and cats.

The 12 person Tjaltjraak ranger team have been
working alongside the Shire’s Environmental
Officers and South Coast NRM’s Coastal Works
team to fence the day-use area at Alexander Bay.
Over the last few years’ campers have been damaging more and more of the paperbark swamp. Shire
staff and visitors to the area have been impressed with Tjaltjraak ranger’s enthusiasm to learn new skills,
their ethic and quality of their workmanship. A strong working partnership has been formed that will be
beneficial for many future projects.
The new Ranger team have embraced learn fencing and tree planting skills, which they plan to use at
other sites. This will include upgrades in the surrounding Alexander Bay campground, planned for the
2018/2019 financial year. Future works at the site include a new toilet block, track upgrades, camp-bay
improvements, new picnic shelters and tables, and a tree planting day with the Condingup Primary
School students in Term 3.

Upcoming Meetings
Agenda Briefing: 17 July, 1pm, Council Chambers
Ordinary Council Meeting: 24 July, 4pm, Council Chambers

From the Ordinary Council
Meeting

10 Mile Remains Open

Ordinary Council Meetings are always open to the public and provide an
opportunity to ask questions. This week’s Ordinary Council Meeting took place
on Tuesday 26 June resolving to:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Endorse the Community Grants Program 2018/2019, allocating a total of
$212,565.06
Adopt the Dempster Head Management Plan 2018, incorporating changes
from public comment
Endorse the Draft Schedule
of Fees and Charges to be
included within the 2018/19
budget adoption
Adopt the Corporate Business
Plan 2018/19 – 2021/22
Adopt the Fencing Local Law
2018
Appoint
representatives
to Museum Management
Reference Group

To read the full the Agenda and
Minutes please go to the Shire’s
website.

Vehicle access to 10 Mile beach will remain open after Council endorsed the
recommendation from the Off Road Vehicle Working Group at the June Ordinary
Council Meeting.
Council requested an assessment of the current tracks between 10 Mile Beach
carpark and 11 Mile Beach carpark to determine if there is potential to rationalise
the number of existing tracks providing some protection to the flora, dunes and
other users of these beaches.
Council called for public submissions after the Coastal Management Plan 2014
identified closing this access could avoid potential conflicts between beach
users in the area and four-wheel drive vehicles, while also assisting in the
prevention of beach erosion.
Seven formal public submissions were received with three in favour of the
potential closure and four against it. These submissions were reviewed and the
Off Road Vehicle Working Group recommended that Council keep access open
as there was no clear evidence supporting an issue between pedestrian and
vehicle users at 10 Mile Beach.
The Off Road Vehicle Working Group are currently determining appropriate
and sustainable four wheel drive trails throughout our region for both locals
and tourists to enjoy. Off road driving is a popular recreational activity and with
robust planning around protection of natural assets and challenging driving
routes, they can become an additional tourist experience for our region.

Pump Tests for Kirwan Road Site
Council has endorsed a proposal to undertake Pump Tests at the proposed landfill site on Kirwan Road. The pump test is a method used to determine the ground’s
ability to store and transmit water.
The pump test is required as part of the approval process for Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, it has been brought forward by Council, who
requested the research be undertaken sooner and be included in the scoping document for EPA.
Council also receive the final Pennington Scott Report and Talis’ response which will be forwarded to the EPA. Both documents are available on the Shire’s website.
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