Friday 27 May 2016

The Shire Flyer

Public Open
Spaces

Council Meeting Resolutions
This month’s Ordinary Council Meeting was held
on Tuesday 24 May with Council resolving to:
• Propose a 4.5% proposed Differential Rate
increase to the community in the 2016/2017
budget and accept changes to the Long
Term Financial Plan to meet targets.
•
Adopt a revised Local Recovery Plan and
Local Emergency Management arrangements
•
Transfer management of Grass Patch Primary School to the proactive community for
future potential use.
•
Grant a new lease for Lingalonga Early
Years Centre
•
Extend a Short Term Loan facility extension
•
Agree to recommendations to the Schedule
of Fees & Charges 2016/2017
•
Engage consultants MKI to design and customise Christmas Decorations for the town
centre this year.

If you’re wondering what is
happening to the playground
near your home, have a read
of the Shire’s Playgrounds and
Public Open Space Strategic
Plan.
The Public Open Space Strategic
Plan lists all the playground and
open space areas in the Shire
of Esperance, and what is being
planned. The plan was devised
after community engagement
indicated that the community
preferred fewer, better quality
playgrounds.
These
high
quality playgrounds have been
selected so that everyone in the
community has a safe and well
maintained playground within a
reasonable distance.

The Shire’s award winning playground on the waterfront is well used by the community and visitors.

Many of the smaller playgrounds
in Esperance had play equipment that was no longer compliant or being frequently used. Replacing them all would
be a significant ongoing cost to the ratepayer and given
that Esperance has twice as much public open space on a
population basis as the rest of the state, it’s responsible to
review the way money is spent on these areas. It is important to note that many of the reserves that are not receiving
replacement playground equipment will be kept as public
open space and can still be utilised for recreation.
The Shire has been recognised for its innovation and
awarded for the quality of our playgrounds on the waterfront . This recognition highlights that we are delivering a
high quality service which is clearly being frequently used

and appreciated by many within the community and those
visiting Esperance. The provision of playgrounds that
enhance the users experience, provide a safe and secure
environment and are visually appealing will benefit the
whole community.
The Playgrounds and Public Open Spaces Strategic Plan
will ensure future development of public open space within
the Shire is completed to a standard that minimises risk,
yet maximises the social benefits of having high quality
play spaces within the community for future generations. If
you’d like to read the Shire’s Playgrounds and Public Open
Space Strategic Plan, head to the Shire website www.
esperance.wa.gov.au or call us on 9071 0666.

FREE Domestic Waste
Disposal Weekend
8:30am - 3pm
11 - 12 June
Wylie Bay Waste Facility
For more information please contact the Shire on 9071 0666 or visit
www.esperance.wa.gov.au

Esperance Visitor Centre
OPENING TIMES

From 1 June - 31 August
Mon 9am - 4.30pm
Tues 9am - 4.30pm
Wed 8am- 4.30pm
Thurs 9am - 4.30pm
Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat - 9am-2pm
Sun - 9am - 12 noon

Differential Rates Proposed for 2016/2017
Rates time is nobody’s favourite time, but Council has to ensure that rates are a fair cost to the community and be
able to deliver the services that everyone wants and needs. Decisions in this regard are not always popular.

For more information please contact the Visitor Centre on 9083 1555
or visit www.visitesperance.com

The good news for this year’s budget is that we are in a healthier financial position to address the existing asset management
gap within ten years as identified in the Long Term Financial Management Plan, without the anticipated 6.5% increase to
rates.

Upcoming Meetings

What this means for the Esperance ratepayer is for the 2016/2017 financial year rates will increase 4.5%, an average of $59
per household ($29 for pensioners). This will keep us in a healthy financial position to deliver the regular services we offer, to
continue working on our major projects and to be less reliant on changes within state and federal government.

Agenda Briefing Session: 1pm, Tuesday 21 June,
Council Chambers
Ordinary Council Meeting: 4pm, Tuesday 28 June,
Council Chambers

While the Consumer Price Index is based on standard household expenses, local government expenditure is vastly different,
and as a result the rate of inflation is calculated differently.
A statement of objects and reasons for the proposed differential rates is available for inspection at the Shire Administration
Office during office hours. Submissions are to be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer, PO Box 507, Esperance WA 6450
or submitted to the Shire of Esperance Office, Windich St, Esperance before 4pm on 20th June 2016.

Community Engagement
Thank you to everyone who attended the community engagement sessions and took the opportunity to ask questions
and get information about signage for local businesses, and the waste management facility site selection.
Community engagement sessions were held in Dalyup and Scaddan to update the community on the waste management
facility site selection. For anyone who was unable to attend, the Site Selection Study is available by clicking on the link on the
front page of the Shire website www.esperance.wa.gov.au.
Approximately 35 business people attended an information meeting on Signs on Wednesday night. The evening included a
presentation on current local laws, an opportunity for questions, and discussions on what the Shire can do to in the future to
help businesses advertise while maintaining the town’s appearance and public safety. The challenges and concerns discussed
on the night were positive and passed on great information for Shire staff and Council to start the amendment process. If you
have any queries about signage please call the Shire on 90710666.

PO Box 507, Windich St, Esperance WA 6450 		

08 9071 0666 		

Go digital with
the Shire
eNewsletter
Thank you for picking up the Shire Flyer! If
you’d like to stay up to date with news from
the Shire of Esperance you can also have
the Shire Flyer delivered digitally to your
inbox.
If you haven’t yet signed up for our eNewsletter
you can do so by heading to the Shire website
www.esperance.wa.gov.au or click on the Sign
Up button on the Shire of Esperance Facebook
page.

08 9071 0600 		

www.esperance.wa.gov.au

