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“The Grace Darling at the Anchorage, Esperance Bay” 
 
 

This simple yet beautiful painting from 1897 shows the schooner Grace Darling at anchor in Esperance Bay, with 
Frenchman’s Peak and Cape Le Grand in the background. The Grace Darling, under the command of Captain Fred 
Douglas, served Esperance and the south coast of Western Australia for many years and was famously involved in the 
rescue of 196 people from the Rodondo as it sank near Point Malcolm in 1894.(1, 2) 
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1 The Wreck of the Rodondo - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Adoption 

This local heritage survey was adopted by the Council of the Shire of Esperance at its Ordinary Meeting held on INSERT 
DATE - PENDING. It represents a review of the original Municipal Heritage Inventory (1996). 

 

1.2 What is a Local Heritage Survey? 

This local heritage survey (the ‘Survey’) is a survey of places and areas in the Shire of Esperance which have been 
identified as having cultural heritage significance. 

A review of a local heritage survey is intended to: 

a) Ensure that the existing Survey meets the minimum standards, and to bring the findings into line with these 
standards if deficient; and 

b) Review changes in the local heritage in the preceding period such as demolitions of places, changes in their 
condition, or the availability of other new information. 

Inclusion of a place or area in this Survey alone does not mean that a property is ‘heritage listed’. The listing of places 
and areas of heritage significance in the Local Planning Scheme is a separate process under the Planning and 
Development Act 2005 that is informed by this Survey. 

 

1.3 Why do we have a Local Heritage Survey? 

The Heritage Act 2018 requires all Local Government authorities in Western Australia to identify places of cultural 
heritage significance in a local heritage survey.  

The Deemed Provision of Local Planning Scheme No. 24 requires that, under Clause 8, the local government must 
establish and maintain a heritage list to identify places within the Scheme area that are of cultural heritage significance 
and worthy of built heritage conservation. 

 

1.4 What is cultural heritage? 

The Burra Charter is considered the best standard for cultural heritage management in Australia and provides guidance 
for the conservation and management of places of cultural significance.(3) The Burra Charter states that: 

“Places of cultural significance enrich people’s lives, often providing a deep and inspirational sense of connection to 
community and landscape, to the past and to the lived experiences. These are historical records that are important as 
tangible expressions of Australian identity and experience. Places of cultural significance reflect the diversity of our 
communities, telling us about who we are and the past that has formed us and the Australian landscape. They are 
irreplaceable and precious. 

These places of cultural significance must be conserved for present and future generations…” 

 

                                                 
3 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance (2013) 
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1.5 Indigenous Heritage 

The Australian Government Department of the Environment describes Indigenous heritage in the following manner: 

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage is an important part of Australian heritage. Evidence of the occupation of 
Australia by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people dates back more than 60,000 years. As well as historically 
important, Indigenous heritage is of continuing significance, creating and maintaining continuous links with the people 
and the land. 

Places that hold great meaning and significance to Indigenous people include:  

 Places associated with dreaming stories depicting the laws of the land and how people should behave; 

 Places that are associated with their spirituality; 

 Places where other cultures came into contact with Indigenous people; and 

 Places that are significant for more contemporary uses. 

The Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) establishes the National Heritage 
List, which includes natural, Indigenous and historic places that are of outstanding heritage value to the nation. The Act 
also establishes the Commonwealth Heritage List, which comprises natural, Indigenous and historic places on 
Commonwealth lands and waters or under Australian Government control, and identified by the Minister for the 
Environment, Heritage and the Arts (the Minister) as having Commonwealth Heritage values.”  

This local heritage survey thus focuses on events and developments in Western Australian history since the arrival of 
European settlers. While this study does provide an overview of the culture and way of life of the original inhabitants of 
what is now the Shire of Esperance, it does not attempt in any way to record the legacy of Aboriginal occupation prior 
to the European settlement of the Shire. 

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the application of the Aboriginal Heritage Act ensure that significant aspects 
of Aboriginal history and culture relating to the period before European settlement are recorded and preserved. In this 
study, the overlap between the European settlers and the Aboriginal people in the district will be noted where information 
is available. 

 

1.6 Consultation 

The Shire of Esperance wants this Survey to reflect the views of the local community. Many public comments and 
submissions have been received since the inception of the original Municipal Heritage Inventory in 1996, and a formal 
advertising process for the revised Inventory also took place between INSERT DATES - PENDING. In addition, much 
of the research carried out as part of the review process has involved direct consultation with members of the community 
known to have specific knowledge on the history related to a particular site or item. 

The compilation of a local heritage survey is a dynamic process. This edition lays the groundwork for the ongoing 
process of reviewing and regular updating. 

 

1.7 How do we look after our heritage? 

The Heritage Act 2018 requires that a Local Heritage Survey be a record of buildings within its district which in its opinion 
are, or may become, of cultural heritage significance. Consistent with current guidance from the State Government this 
local heritage survey reviews places and areas which have been identified as having cultural heritage significance. For 
the purposes of this Survey, the definition of a ‘place’ as adopted from the Burra Charter is: 

“Place means a geographically defined area. It may include elements, objects, spaces and views. Place may have 
tangible and intangible dimensions.” 
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The adoption of this approach means that this local heritage survey has a more holistic focus, rather than being 
specifically focussed on buildings only per the Heritage Act 2018. The adoption of this approach also means that this 
Local Heritage Survey will be able to identify all of the Shire’s local heritage assets in a systematic fashion, and provide 
the base information needed for local heritage planning to achieve consistency, strategic direction, and community 
support. 

The Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys by the State Heritage Office suggests that:(4) 

The Heritage Act 2018 requires all Local Government authorities in Western Australia to identify places of cultural 
heritage significance in a local heritage survey. The Act identifies that the purposes of the local heritage survey 
include:  

a. identifying and recording places that are, or may become, of cultural heritage significance in its district; and  

b. assisting the local government in making and implementing decisions that are in harmony with cultural 
heritage values; and  

c. providing a cultural and historical record of its district; and  

d. providing an accessible public record of places of cultural heritage significance to its district; and  

e. assisting the local government in preparing a heritage list or list of heritage areas under a local planning 
scheme. 

Local government decisions that could be informed by the local heritage survey might include activities to interpret 
or promote heritage places, or provide material for information or education. Examples are assembling a local history 
or archive; informing a thematic study of the area; providing educational material for school programs; or developing 
a heritage trail.  

A key function, however, will be to inform the preparation of a heritage list and heritage areas under the local 
planning scheme, as detailed in (e) above. 

Entry of a place or area in this Survey is recognition of the cultural heritage significance of the place or area to the 
community. There are no statutory implications other than a requirement for the Survey to be sent to the Heritage 
Council for public information. 

Statutory protection for places and areas of heritage significance is enabled through the Planning and Development Act 
2005. 

 

State Planning Policy 
State Planning Policy 3.5 Historic Heritage Conservation (May 2007) sets out the principles of sound and responsible 
planning for the conservation and protection of Western Australia’s historic heritage.  

The Policy applies principally to historic cultural heritage including heritage areas, buildings and structures, historic 
cemeteries and gardens, man-made landscapes and historic or archaeological sites with or without built features. 

The Policy applies to places and areas of significance at both state and local level. The objectives of the Policy are: 

 To conserve places and areas of historic heritage significance; 

 To ensure that development does not adversely affect the significance of heritage places and areas; 

 To ensure that heritage significance at both the state and local levels is given due weight in planning decision-
making; and 

 To provide improved certainty to landowners and the community about the planning processes for heritage 
identification, conservation and protection. 

The Policy states that: 

                                                 
4 Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys (Heritage Council;, July 2019) 
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“A heritage list established pursuant to a local planning scheme should be compiled having regard to the places identified 
in the inventory. A Local Government may elect to include all of those places in its heritage list, or may include a smaller 
sub-set of places. The inclusion or exclusion of places from a heritage list should be based on their degree of historic 
heritage significance, supported by the findings in the inventory, irrespective of whether they are privately or publicly 
owned.” 

The Policy further states that: 

“Local Government has a role in support of the policy through - 

 Ensuring that heritage provisions in local planning schemes are consistent with the Model Scheme Text; 

 Ensuring that heritage places and areas are carefully identified consistent with the common standards provided 
by the Heritage Council; 

 Ensuring that due regard is given to heritage significance in development assessment, planning schemes and 
planning strategies; and 

 Adopting local planning policies affecting places entered in heritage lists.” 

 

Local Planning Scheme 
The preparation and adoption of this local heritage survey will inform the preparation of a Heritage List for inclusion in 
the Local Planning Scheme. 

A guideline document produced by the State Heritage Office suggests that Local Governments adopt a Heritage List 
that includes all places on the State Register of Heritage Places, plus those local heritage places that require the 
protection of the Local Planning Scheme.(5) 

Clause 8(1) of the Deemed Provisions requires that local government must establish and maintain a heritage list to 
identify places within the Scheme area that are of cultural heritage significance and worthy of built heritage conservation. 

 

                                                 
5 Criteria for the Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas (State Heritage Office, March 2012) 
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2. What is in this Survey? 

2.1 What is the Study Area? 

The Shire of Esperance, which comprises some 44,366km², is situated at the southern extent of the Goldfields-
Esperance Region, bound by the Southern Ocean to the south, the Shire of Ravensthorpe to the west and the Shire of 
Dundas to the north and east. 

Esperance is situated approximately 725 kilometres from Perth and some 390 kilometres and 480 kilometres 
respectively from the regional centres of Kalgoorlie and Albany. The town is located on the coast with the main access 
roads being the Coolgardie-Esperance Highway from the north, and the South Coast Highway from the west. 

Esperance is the main population centre within the Shire and serves as a sub-regional centre within the Goldfields-
Esperance Region. Throughout the Shire are a number of smaller settlements, some of which provide local level 
services to the surrounding agricultural districts including Condingup, Gibson, Scaddan, Cascade, Grass Patch and 
Salmon Gums (refer to Figure 1).  

 
Figure 1: Localities and Local Government area boundaries (red) within and surrounding the Shire of Esperance  

Beyond the boundaries of the Shire of Esperance, the towns of Hopetoun, Ravensthorpe and Munglinup (situated within 
the Shire of Ravensthorpe), and Norseman and Eucla (situated within the Shire of Dundas), provide district or local level 
services. 

 

2.2 Terms 

Architectural, building and heritage terms can be confusing. A glossary of these terms is included in Appendix A to 
ensure consistency in the use of terms in this Survey. 
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2.3 Assessment of Heritage Places and Areas 

The State Heritage Office (2012) record that the assessment of the significance of place, that is “understanding the 
values and importance of a place or area”, is the basis of all good heritage decisions. This Survey thus adopts the 
standard format for the assessment of cultural heritage places and areas provided in the Criteria for the Assessment of 
Local Heritage Places and Areas (State Heritage Office, March 2012).(6) 

Places or areas have been assessed for their cultural heritage significance in the context of the history and development 
of the district as described in the Thematic History (see Appendix B). 

 

Heritage Places 
A place will be deemed to be of cultural heritage significance in the Shire of Esperance if it meets one or more of the 
criteria under the ‘Value’ heading per Table 1 as follows: 

Value  Criterion 
No.  

Criterion 

Aesthetic 1 It is significant in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. 

Historic 2 It is significant in the evolution or pattern of the history of the local district. 

Research 3A It has demonstrable potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of the natural or cultural history of the local district. 

 3B It is significant in demonstrating a high degree of technical innovation or 
achievement. 

Social 4 It is significant through association with a community or cultural group in the 
local district for social, cultural, educational or spiritual reasons. 

Table 1: Heritage Values Criterion 

The degree or level of significance for each place identified as having cultural heritage significance (Table 1) will be 
determined with reference to the issues of rarity, representativeness and condition/integrity/authenticity, as set out in 
Table 2 as follows: 

Degree / Level of 
Significance 

Criterion 
No.  

Criterion 

Rarity 5 It demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the cultural heritage 
of the local district. 

Representativeness 6 It is significant in demonstrating the characteristics of a class of cultural places or 
environments in the local district. 

Condition 7 The current state of the place in relation to the values for which that place has 
been assessed, graded on the scale of Good, Fair or Poor. 

Integrity 8 The extent to which a building retains its original function, graded on a scale of 
High, Medium or Low. 

Authenticity 9 The extent to which the fabric is in its original state, graded on a scale of High, 
Medium or Low. 

Table 2: Degree / Level of Significance Criterion 

                                                 
6 Criteria for the Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas (State Heritage Office, March 2012) 
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Heritage Areas 
The assessment of Heritage Areas requires a different approach to simply identifying a specific Heritage Place. Heritage 
Areas need to meet an additional cohesion test as described in Table 3 following: 

Tests  Criterion 
No.  

Criterion 

Values 10 It meets one or more of the criteria in Table 1 under the headings of Aesthetic, 
Historic, Research or Social significance. 

Cohesion 11 It demonstrates a unified or cohesive physical form in the public realm with an 
identifiable aesthetic, historic or social theme associated with a particular period 
or periods of development. 

Table 3: Heritage Area Tests 

Heritage Areas are selected locations which demonstrate special and unique qualities, and will generally be quite rare 
within any locality. Levels of significance are not assigned to Heritage Areas as a whole. 

 

2.4 Grading of the Levels of Significance 

Heritage Places 
For each place that meets one or more of the Heritage Values Criterion (from Table 1), the Degree / Level of Significance 
Criterion (from Table 2) has been applied. Each heritage place was then graded with one of the levels of cultural heritage 
significance set out in Table 4 following. 

Based on the grading assigned to each place, desired management outcomes were identified which will inform the 
preparation of a Heritage List for inclusion in the Local Planning Scheme. 

Level of 
Significance 

Description  Desired Management Outcome 

Exceptional 
significance 

Essential to the heritage 
of the locality. Rare or 
outstanding example. 

Include in Heritage List. 

The place should be retained and conserved. 

Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the 
place, and be in accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists 
for the place). 

Considerable 
significance 

Very important to the 
heritage of the locality. 

High degree of integrity / 
authenticity. 

Include in Heritage List. 

Conservation of the place is highly desirable. 

Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the 
place. 

Some / 
moderate 
significance 

Contributes to the 
heritage of the locality. 
Has some altered or 
modified elements, not 
necessarily detracting 
from the overall 
significance of the item. 

Include in Heritage List. 

Conservation of the place is desirable. 

Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the 
place, and original fabric should be retained wherever feasible. 

Little 
significance 

Does not fulfil the criteria 
for entry in the local 
Heritage List. 

Photographically record prior to major development or demolition. 
Recognise and interpret the site if possible. 

Table 4: Levels of Significance 
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Heritage Areas 
Heritage Areas are rare selected locations which demonstrate special and unique qualities, and there are no such 
localities that have at present been identified within Shire of Esperance.  

That aside, places within identified Heritage Areas are graded according to the level of contribution that they make to 
the significance of the area as set out in Table 5. 

Level of 
Contribution 

Description  Desired Management Outcome 

Considerable 
contribution 

Very important to the significance of the 
Heritage Area - recommended for entry 
in the Heritage List. 

Conservation of the place is highly desirable. 

Any external alterations or extensions should 
reinforce the significance of the area in 
accordance with the Design Guidelines. 

Some/Moderate 
contribution 

Contributes to the significance of the 
Heritage Area. 

Conservation of the place is desirable. 

Any external alterations or extensions should 
reinforce the significance of the area in 
accordance with the Design Guidelines. 

No contribution Does not contribute to the significance 
of the Heritage Area. 

Existing fabric does not need to be retained. 

Any new (replacement) development on the site 
should reinforce the significance of the area in 
accordance with the Design Guidelines. 

Table 5: Levels of Contribution to Areas 

 

2.5 Thematic History 

Guidelines from the State Heritage Office indicate that Local Government inventories should address the history of the 
physical development of the local district.(7) 

The objectives of a thematic history are to: 

1. Identify and explain the themes or ‘story lines’ that are crucial to understanding the area’s historic environment 
as it exists today; 

2. Provide a context for the comparative assessment of heritage places in the locality; and 

3. Provide preliminary information as to local places of potential significance (which may subsequently be 
documented separately in individual place record forms). 

The thematic history provides information about: 

 Important time periods for the area;  

 Why people settled;  

 How people moved, made a living and socialised together;  

 Community efforts and civic structures;  

 Outside influences; and  

 People who left their mark on the history of the community.  

                                                 
7 Basic Principles for Local Government Inventories (State Heritage Office, March 2012) 
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The thematic history is not intended to be a definitive history of the area. It provides a brief yet comprehensive account 
reflecting aspects of the history of the Shire of Esperance from its beginnings to the present. 

The historical narrative has been divided into time periods, which correspond to important developments within the Shire 
of Esperance. 

The thematic history for Esperance can be found in Appendix B. 

 

2.6 Place Record Forms 

Place record forms for each site in the Local Heritage Survey are provided in Section 5. These place record forms 
contain the following information, as applicable and where available: 

 Common names, uses, physical addresses, coordinates, ownership and any associated State Heritage listings; 

 Construction details including date of construction, builder and architect; 

 A brief assessment of what contributes to the historical significance of each individual place; and 

 A description of the history behind each place including photographs.  

In some cases, reliable information about a particular place can be quite limited, however as further information becomes 
available it will be included in future updates and reviews. 

 

2.7 Reviews 

2.7.1  Administrative Review 

Administrative updates may be made without community consultation and, provided there is no change to the 
classification of a place or statement of significance, do not require formal adoption of a revised Survey. 

2.7.2  Ad Hoc Creation or Review 

Provision should be made for the ad hoc creation or review of one or more place records, including the commissioning 
of a heritage assessment where required.  

 A heritage assessment for a new place should include consultation with relevant stakeholders.  

 The addition or removal of a place from the Survey, or the amendment of a place record to the extent that the 
classification of the place or statement of significance is changed, requires formal adoption of the revisions. 

2.7.3   General Review 

A general review should ensure that the Survey reflects the views of local government and its community about its 
heritage, and that the Survey meets current standards and best practice. 

 A general review should invite nominations from all sectors of the community for new places to be considered for 
inclusion in the Survey, and for new information that may give a better understanding of an existing place. 

 Heritage assessments and update of existing records should be undertaken in consultation with relevant 
stakeholders, and with reference to the thematic history.  

 At the conclusion of the review process, the Survey will require formal adoption by the local government. Changes 
to the Survey may also prompt updates to the heritage list or other material that draws information from the 
Survey. 
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2.7.4   Timing of General Review 

A general review should take place at intervals consistent with the major review of a local planning strategy or strategic 
community plan, or at defined intervals nominated by the local government. 

 The rate of review should reflect the rate of change within the local area, in relation to overall development and 
population. 

 The Strategy should undergo a general review to be completed within 15 years. 
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3. Place Index 

The places included in the Survey are listed in the following table alphabetically according to place name and are thereby 
also in numerical order according to place number: 

Place 
No. 

Name  Address 1996 
MHI 

01 Admiralty Bench Mark Lot 729 on Plan 181403, Hughes Road, West Beach 16 
02 Balbinia Station Lot 4 on Plan 152894, Unnamed Road, Buraminya 01 
03 Bay View House Lot 68 No. 141 on Plan 919, Dempster Street, Esperance 02 
04 Bijou Theatre Lot 23 No. 115 on Plan 51885, Dempster Street, Esperance 03 
05 Bonded Store & Goods 

Shed 
Lot 103 No. 68 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 04 

06 Burraburinya Dam Vacant Crown Land, Parmango Road, Buraminya 05 
07 Cannery Lot 1018 on Plan 28537, Jetty Road, Chadwick 41 
08 Cemeteries & Lonely 

Graves 
Multiple Addresses (See History & Description) - Includes Esperance 
Cemetery, Old Esperance Cemetery, Grass Patch Cemetery, Salmon 
Gums Cemetery, Scaddan Cemetery and Lonely Graves (Incorporates 
Tommy Windich Gravesite) 

06, 
25, 

54 & 
New 

09 Condenser Sites Multiple Addresses (See History & Description) New 
10 Daws’ Red Lake Store Lot 59 No. 56 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 13 
11 Dempster Homestead Lot 1 No. 155 on Plan 7287, Dempster Street, Esperance 09 
12 Dempsters’ Dalyup 

Sheep Dip 
Lot 503 on Plan 73450, Murray Road, Dalyup New 

13 Dempsters’ Jetty Lot 1027 on Plan 31503, The Esplanade, Esperance New 
14 Dempsters’ Stone Well 

& Trough 
Lot 70 No. 201 on Plan 226440, Stewart Street, West Beach 10 

15 Dempsters’ Woolshed & 
Sheep Dip 

Lot 9 on Plan 251104, Fisheries Road, Myrup; and 
Lot 823 on Plan 230232, Fisheries Road, Myrup 

11 

16 Deralinya Station Lot 11 on Plan 93238, Parmango Road, Israelite Bay 12 
17 Dundas Road Board 

Offices 
Lot 124 on Plan 171863, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Salmon 
Gums 

New 

18 Dunns’ Boyatup Farm Lot 372 on Plan 108642, Merivale Road, Condingup 14 
19 Elston’s Stationery & 

Novelty Bazaar 
Lot 59 No. 56 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 60 No. 58 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 

15 

20 Esperance Civic Centre Lot 707 on Diagram 41513, Jane Street, Esperance; 
Lot 825 on Plan 9302, Jane Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 826 on Plan 9302, Andrew Street, Esperance 

08 

21 Esperance Hospital & 
Matron’s House 

Lot 1027 on Plan 31503, The Esplanade, Esperance; Lot 57 No. 52 on 
Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 58 No. 54 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 

17 

22 Esperance Hotel Lot 24 No. 2 on Plan 222408, Andrew Street, Esperance New 
23 Esperance Municipal 

Offices 
Lot 60 No. 58 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 61 No. 60 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 

18 

24 Esperance Post & 
Telegraph Station 

Lot 3 No. 23 on Plan 23165, Andrew Street, Esperance; 
Lot 918 No. 92 on Plan 191381, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 919 No. 92A on Plan 191381, Dempster Street, Esperance 

New 

25 Fresh Air League Lot 299 No 1A on Plan 170181, Goldfields Road, Castletown 20 
26 Gabtoobitch Lot 9 on Plan 90005, Merivale Road, Cape Arid 21 
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27 Gibson Soak Hotel & 
Trees 

Lot 2 on Plan 28208, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Gibson; and 
Lot 171 on Plan 255945, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Gibson 

22 

28 Grace Darling Hotel Lot 17 No. 1 on Plan 27627, Andrew Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 22 No. 47 on Plan 43165, The Esplanade, Esperance 

New 

29 Grass Patch 
Homestead 

Lot 23 on Plan 255107, Tom Starcevich V.C. Road, Grass Patch 24 

30 Grass Patch Hotel Lot 8 on Plan 146464, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Grass Patch 26 
31 Grass Patch Store Lot 14 on Plan 146464, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Grass Patch 27 
32 Grass Patch Wayside 

Inn 
Lot 10 on Plan 103525, Tom Starcevich V.C. Road, Grass Patch New 

33 Hannett’s Hut Lot 1 on Plan 91683 Alexander Road, Howick New 
34 Headmaster’s House Lot 59 No. 56 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 28 
35 Hill Springs Lot 8 on Plan 90004, Merivale Road, Cape Arid 29 
36 Israelite Bay Post & 

Telegraph Station 
Lot 7 on Plan 182706, Fisheries Road, Israelite Bay 30 

37 Kangawarrie Tank & 
Ruins 

Vacant Crown Land, Parmango Road, Buraminya 31 

38 Lake View Hotel Lot 1537 on Plan 203694, Lake King-Norseman Road, Salmon Gums; 
and 
Lot 1665 on Plan 42943, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Salmon 
Gums 

New 

39 Lynburn Station Lot 5 on Plan 256428, Merivale Road, Boyatup 32 
40 Mallee School Trail Multiple Addresses (See History & Description, Incorporates Salmon 

Gums School) 
51 & 
New 

41 McCarthy’s House Lot 92 No. 16 on Plan 222408, The Esplanade, Esperance 33 
42 Memorial Grove Lot 819 on Plan 214940, Twilight Beach Road, West Beach; and 

Lot 704 on Plan 203209, Telegraph Road, Monjingup 
New 

43 Middle Island Recherche Archipelago, Southern Ocean 34 
44 Moirs’ Homestead Lot 1961 on Plan 255109, Stokes Inlet Road, Coomalbidgup 35 
45 Moreton Bay Fig Tree Lot 66 on Plan 36388, William Street, Esperance; and 

Lot 654 on Diagram 36388, William Street, Esperance 
36 

46 Munro’s Hut Lot 513 on Plan 240294 Alexander Road, Howick New 
47 Murtadinia Dam Vacant Crown Land, Parmango Road, Buraminya 37 
48 Newtown Jetty Lot 1036 on Plan 39944, Castletown Quays, Castletown 38 
49 Norfolk Pine Trees Lot 3 No. 23 on Plan 23165, Andrew Street, Esperance 39 
50 Old Camping Ground Lot 982 on Plan 220260, The Esplanade, Esperance; 

Lot 984 on Plan 220260, The Esplanade, Esperance; 
Lot 985 on Plan 220260, The Esplanade, Esperance; and 
Lot 1027 on Plan 31503, The Esplanade, Esperance 

40 

51 Old Hospital Lot 61 No. 60 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 42 
52 OTC Wireless Station Lot 697 on Plan 139063, Orr Street, West Beach 43 
53 Pier Hotel Lot 22 No. 47 on Plan 43165, The Esplanade, Esperance New 
54 Pine Hill Lot 478 on Plan 91377, Fisheries Road, Cape Arid 44 
55 Police Sergeant’s 

Quarters 
Lot 58 No. 54 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 
Lot 59 No. 56 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 

46 

56 Railway Dam & 
Catchment 

Multiple Addresses (See History & Description) 47 

57 Railway Ticket Office & 
Waiting Room 

Lot 103 No. 68 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 48 

58 Royal Hotel Lot 22 No. 14 on Plan 222408, Andrew Street, Esperance New 
59 RSL Headquarters Lot 809 No. 84 on Plan 183864, Dempster Street, Esperance 49 
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60 Salmon Beach Wind 
Farm 

Lot 930 on Plan 192329, Peek Road, West Beach New 

61 Salmon Gums Hotel Lot 9 on Plan 146468, Rogers Street, Salmon Gums; and 
Lot 10 on Plan 146468, Rogers Street, Salmon Gums 

50 

62 Salmon Gums Wayside 
Inn 

Lot 166 on Plan 89036, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Salmon 
Gums 

New 

63 Scaddan Temperance 
Hotel 

Lot 36 on Plan 230359, Coolgardie-Esperance Highway, Scaddan 23 

64 Seafarers Centre Lot 419 on Plan 201799, Circle Valley Road, Salmon Gums 52 
65 Sinclair House Lot 60 No. 58 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 

Lot 61 No. 60 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 
07 

66 Stewarts’ House Lot 3 No. 83 on Plan 1377, The Esplanade, Esperance New 
67 Tanker Jetty Recherche Archipelago, Southern Ocean 53 
68 Tooklejenna Lot 8 on Plan 89803, Fisheries Road, Israelite Bay 55 
69 War Memorial Lot 308 No 82 on Plan 48799, Dempster Street, Esperance 56 
70 Watering Places on 

Mount Ragged Road 
Multiple Addresses (See History & Description) 57 

71 Waterwitch Obelisk Lot 389 on Plan 209753, Black Street, Esperance 58 
72 Wesleyan Church Lot 61 No. 60 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance; and 

Lot 62 No. 62 on Plan 5742, Dempster Street, Esperance 
59 

Table 6: Place Name Index 

 

 

 



 

 
    Page | 14 
 
 

4. Appendices 

4.1 Appendix A: Glossary of Terms 

The following terms are found in the Burra Charter and are adopted for the purposes of this Survey. 

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use. 

Associations mean the special connections that exist between people and a place. 

Compatible Use means a use which respects the cultural significance of a place. Such a use involves no, or minimal 
impact, on cultural significance. 

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. 

Cultural Significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future 
generations. Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, records, 
related places and related objects. Places may have a range of values for different individuals or groups. 

Fabric means all the physical material of the place including components, fixtures, contents, and objects. 

Interpretation means all the ways of presenting the cultural significance of a place. 

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of a place, and is to be distinguished from 
repair. Repair involves restoration or reconstruction. 

Meanings denote what a place signifies, indicates, evokes or expresses. 

Place means site, area, land, landscape, building, or other work, group of buildings or other works, and may include 
components, contents, spaces and views. 

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration. 

Reconstruction means returning a place to a known earlier state and is distinguished from restoration by the 
introduction of new materials into the fabric. 

Related Object means an object that contributes to the cultural significance of a place but is not at the place. 

Related Place means a place that contributes to the cultural significance of a place but is not at the place. 

Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by 
reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material. 

Setting means the area around a place, which may include the visual catchment. 

Use means the functions of a place, as well as the activities and practices that may occur at the place. 
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4.2 Appendix B: Thematic Framework and Historical Overview 

Introduction 
Over the years, Esperance has had what can only be described as a very chequered pattern of development. Many of 
the earliest people to arrive in the district often did so with great expectations, only to have their hopes dashed for a 
multitude of reasons outside of their control, however today the region is thriving. The success and growth of Esperance 
and the districts surrounding can largely be attributed to agriculture, light industry, commercial fishing, tourism and 
exports through the port, commonly including wheat, nickel concentrate and iron ore. It is to the credit of the pioneers 
who were able to endure the times of hardship that Esperance has been able to grow into the place of great promise 
that it has now become. 

The Period 1600 – 1889: Exploration and Settlement 
By Australian standards, Esperance and the Recherche Archipelago have had a long history of European maritime 
exploration. However circumstantial it may be, the earliest known evidence of this appears in the form of an engraving 
in Victoria Harbour to the east of Esperance, which once indicated the presence of a Dutch vessel in the year 1600, 
although with the ravages of time and the sea in the years since, an official investigation would later rule that it was 
unclear whether the marks were “…of human or natural origin.”(8, 9, 10) Speculative history aside, almost three decades 
later the earliest confirmed European visit to the Esperance area took place in 1627, when a vessel in the Dutch East 
India Company, the Gulden Zeepaerdt (Golden Seahorse) under the command of Captain Francois Thijssen, sighted 
the Australian mainland and commenced circumnavigating from Cape Leeuwin to Ceduna, naming the region ‘t Land 
van Pieter Nuyts or simply ‘Nuyts Land’ after the Honourable Pieter Nuyts, the highest ranking official on the ship. 
Unfortunately, little is known about the explorations of the Gulden Zeepaerdt in the waters off Esperance, however maps 
produced during this voyage do show the vessel to have anchored somewhere near the mainland within the Archipelago, 
although the exact anchorage point is unclear.(11, 12, 13) 

Nearly two centuries after this visit by the Dutch, on September 29, 1791 an exploratory voyage from England led by 
Captain George Vancouver landed on the Western Australian mainland, naming their harbour King George Sound in 
honour of the monarch of the day.(14) Instead of continuing through the Recherche Archipelago as the Dutch evidently 
had, caution encouraged Vancouver to skirt around the uncharted islands, plotting a course well to the south of 
Esperance via Termination Island, which Vancouver so named on October 21, 1791 as it signalled the end of his 
research along the Western Australian coast. During his voyage, Vancouver reported seeing great numbers of whales 
and seals in the area surrounding King George Sound in particular, and in combination with similar accounts by the 
French the following year, this likely proved the catalyst that would entice sealing and whaling expeditions to the south 
coast of Western Australia in the ensuing years.(15, 16) 

By random coincidence, on the same day that Vancouver landed in King George Sound - September 29, 1791 - an 
expedition had been dispatched from France to search for Jean Francoise de La Perouse whose ships, the Astrolabe 
and the Boussole, had disappeared after departing Botany Bay in 1788. A little over a year into their voyage, while 
passing Esperance Bay on December 9, 1792, the rescue vessels, the Recherche and the Esperance under the 
command of Antoine Raymond Joseph de Bruni d'Entrecasteaux and Jean-Michel Huon de Kermadec respectively, had 
encountered “fierce winds and an agitated sea”, forcing them to seek refuge in the shelter offered between Observatory 
Island and the mainland. In honour of the two ships, d’Entrecasteaux then gave the name Esperance Bay to the 
sweeping beach just beyond the latter point, while also naming the archipelago of islands surrounding the area after the 
                                                 
8 The Sunday Times (Perth), 10 February, 1935 
9 Further Notes on Strange Finds and Wrecks etc. on the West Australian Coast (D. C. Cowan, 1940), extracted from Maritime Albany 
Remembered (Gordon de L. Marshall, 2001) 
10 Western Australian Museum Shipwreck Database (http://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-db/strangers-on-the-shore/unnamed), 
Retrieved 2016 
11 Australian Dictionary of Biography - Nuyts, Pieter (http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/nuyts-pieter-13138), Retrieved 2016 
12 The Part Borne by the Dutch in the Discovery of Australia 1606-1765 (Jan Ernst Heeres, 1899), Retrieved 2016 
13 't Gulden Zeepaert (ship, 1626) - (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%27t_Gulden_Zeepaert_(ship,_1626)), Retrieved 2016 
14 A Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean and Round the World, Volume 1 (George Vancouver, 1798) 
15 Account of the Voyage in Search of La Perouse (Jacques-Julien Houton de La Billardiere, 1799) 
16 Genesis of the Whaling Industry - Its Development up to 1850 (J. C. H. Gill, 1966) 
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Recherche. Prior to being called Esperance Bay, the area had been known by the local Aboriginal people as “Gabba 
Kyle” (Gabakile, Gabi Kyle, Gabbie Kylie, Gabby Kyli, Gabi Kyley, Gabba Kyli or Kepa Kurl), a name which referred to 
the shape of the bay itself and was translated to mean “water in the bend” or, perhaps more commonly, “where the 
water lies like a boomerang.”(17, 18)  

Taking advantage of the harbour offered in the lee of Observatory Island, d’Entrecasteaux remained at anchor while 
minor repairs to the Esperance were undertaken which also gave him a chance to survey the archipelago in the hope 
of finding fresh water to replenish the diminishing supplies aboard both ships. With the repairs to the Esperance swiftly 
completed, the expedition was soon ready to set sail, however a naturalist aboard the Esperance had gone missing, 
and grave concerns were held for his safety. Enchanted by a world of new discoveries, on the morning of December 
14, 1792, Claude Riche, the naturalist in question, had wandered away from the coast and lost his bearings, later having 
no choice but to camp the night at a spring on the edge of Pink Lake (Lake Spencer). Rescue parties were sent out the 
following morning and again the day after, however the lost naturalist was nowhere to be found. Fortune favoured him 
however, and with nothing short of incredible luck, after more than fifty-four hours and two nights lost ashore, Claude 
Riche stumbled upon the two frigates shortly after midday on December 16, 1792 in a state so weak that he could hardly 
speak.(19)  

The journal of Jacques de la Billardiere, a botanist aboard the Recherche, recorded that Riche had “seen savages [sic] 
at a distance… [however] they always fled”. Riche later gave a full written account of his misadventures to 
d’Entrecasteaux, describing the local Aborigine inhabitants as well as giving details about several native animal species 
including what he called “a large cassowary” and the tracks of a “wild dog” which he believed to be “at least as large as 
a wolf”. Following the safe return of Riche, d’Entrecasteaux eventually weighed anchor on December 17, 1792 and 
continued eastward on his journey in search of La Perouse.(20) 

A decade later, during an expedition which circumnavigated the Australian mainland, the next European explorer 
through the area, Captain Matthew Flinders, the commander of the Investigator, came in sight of the westernmost 
islands in the Recherche Archipelago in the evening of Friday, January 8, 1802. Sailing on through the night, violent 
seas the following day forced Flinders to seek refuge near the mainland, and eventually a protected anchorage was 
found in a harbour which Flinders aptly named ‘Lucky Bay’. In the days following, in order to appease the scientists who 
accompanied his expedition, a great deal of time was spent surveying the islands and the unique life thereon, and 
Flinders then had the honour of naming many of the surrounding features including, among many others, Thistle Cove, 
Goose Island and Cape Pasley. After more than a week in the area, Flinders continued eastward, eventually losing sight 
of the Recherche Archipelago on January 17, 1802. The following year, Flinders returned to the Recherche Archipelago 
yet again, this time however skirting to the south, only stopping for a brief period to reprovision the Investigator at Middle 
Island. Dysentery had taken a heavy toll on the crew by this stage, and among the long list of sufferers, two crewmen, 
Charles Douglas (buried on Middle Island) and William Hillier (buried at sea), would die while in the area. As a sign of 
respect, Flinders perpetuated the memory of Charles Douglas by giving his name to Douglas Island to the south, while 
the vibrant pink lake on Middle Island would later be named as a permanent monument in honour of William Hillier.(21, 

22) 

Sixteen years later, under instructions to survey sections of the coastline not yet charted by Matthew Flinders, Admiral 
Phillip Parker King, commander of the Mermaid, came through the same area, first sighting the westernmost islands of 
the Recherche Archipelago on January 15, 1818. Flinders and d’Entrecasteaux had already extensively explored the 
region, and King thus had no intention of remaining in the area, staying only a single day at anchor in Goose Island Bay 
on Middle Island before setting sail to the west on January 17. In spite of the brief nature of King’s visit, one noteworthy 
inclusion among the crew of the Mermaid was a gentleman by the name of John Septimus Roe, a master’s mate at the 
time, and a man who would later gain great fame as an explorer in his own right, part of which would include overland 
exploration of the nearby mainland more than three decades later. In the evening of January 16, 1818, Admiral Phillip 
Parker King, John Septimus Roe and the resident botanist, Allan Cunningham, had briefly explored Middle Island which 

                                                 
17 D’Entrecasteaux: An Account of His Life, His Expedition, and His Officers (G. H. Hogg, 1938) 
18 Aboriginal Place Names (Royal Anthropological Society of Australasia, 1899, State Library of New South Wales) 
19 Voyage to Australia and the Pacific 1791 - 1793 (Bruni d’Entrecasteaux, 1808; translated by Edward & Maryse Duyker, 2001) 
20 Account of the Voyage in Search of La Perouse (Jacques-Julien Houton de La Billardiere, 1799) 
21 A Voyage to Terra Australis, Volume 1 (Matthew Flinders, 1814) 
22 A Voyage to Terra Australis, Volume 2 (Matthew Flinders, 1814) 
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proved fascinating in the eyes of the botanist, though King himself recorded that there was “little that was worthy of our 
attention”. Aside from his apparent disinterest in all things botanical, King’s journal made fleeting reference to the 
discovery of whale bones on the beach at Middle Island, which may have been evidence of commercial whalers having 
been in the area, though whatever the case, Middle Island and the surrounding Archipelago would soon become a 
popular base for both whaling and sealing in the decades to come.(23, 24, 25)  

Prior to formal European colonisation of the area, whaling and sealing vessels had been operating in the waters off the 
southern coast of Western Australia from as early as 1800 and 1803 respectively, and in the years following, the islands 
of the Recherche Archipelago would become a favoured hunting ground for both trades.(26, 27) Records of sealing vessels 
working in the Archipelago itself appear from as early as 1824, when the sealer Belinda was wrecked on Middle Island, 
with her crew later being rescued by another sealer in the area; the Nereus.(28) Sealers became more permanently 
based on Middle Island from as early as 1826, and in the decade following, an African-American seal hunter by the 
name of John Anderson, more commonly known these days as ‘Black Jack’, quickly gained notoriety as one of the 
hardest and roughest of all these men.(29) By 1827, the horrendous conduct of certain sealers along the south coast of 
Australia from Rottnest Island to Bass Strait had earnt their entire profession a somewhat ill-fitting description as “a 
regular set of pirates”, and in combination with Anderson’s alleged crimes which included murders and kidnapping circa 
1834 and 1835, this would later create a legend of piracy surrounding ‘Black Jack’ himself. Whatever the case, 
Anderson’s deeds had earned him a fearsome and formidable reputation, and known to be ever heavily armed, he was 
rightly viewed as an imposing and threatening man. Anderson’s violent past soon caught up with him however, and on 
March 29, 1837, the details of his own gruesome murder circa Christmas Day 1836 were revealed by a former crewman, 
Robert Gamble.(30, 31) With little detail in Gamble’s report however, the exact fate of ‘Black Jack’ has ever since remained 
open to conjecture, particularly in regards to the “considerable sum” of money he had amassed by that stage. In more 
recent times, the remains of a stone hut, a well and an assortment of other structures on Middle Island have often been 
attributed to Anderson and his crew, however extensive archaeological surveys have never confirmed this as the site 
was later used and further developed by many other sealers, farmers, whalers and salt miners.(32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38) 

In an attempt to counter the loss of a valuable industry to the Americans and the French, moves were soon afoot to 
establish commercial whaling enterprises in Western Australia, and by the late 1830’s, a handful of local whalers had 
commenced operating. Some of the more powerful figures within these local operations had attempted to force out their 
overseas competition, however with immense whale numbers and fortunes to be made, the “New Holland Fishery” 
continued to draw dozens of whalers for many years to come, with the annual American fleet alone peaking at an 
estimated 150 individual vessels working around Western Australia. Two such American whalers, the Hamilton and the 
Julian, had based their operations at the ever popular Goose Island Bay on Middle Island from June to September 1840, 
between them taking sixteen whales for 1,200 barrels of oil, and on the back of that success, the Julian returned the 
following year. In the coming decades, vast numbers of different whalers would also hunt the area, including, among 
hundreds of others, the La Manche, the Vulcan (which sank en route to “a newly formed whaling station on Middle 

                                                 
23 Narrative of a Survey of the Intertropical and Western Coasts of Australia, Volume I (Phillip Parker King, 1825) 
24 Early Explorers in Australia (Ida Lee, 1925) 
25 Report on Historical Archaeological Expedition to Middle and Boxer Islands et al (WA Museum, 2006) 
26 To King George the Third Sound for Whales (Rod Dickson, 2006) 
27 Report Written on Board the Geographe in 1803 (Jacques Joseph Ransonnet) 
28 Western Australian Museum Shipwrecks Database - Belinda (http://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-db/wrecks/id-263), Retrieved 
2016 
29 Pioneers & Settlers Bound for South Australia et al, 1802-1836 (http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au), Retrieved 2016 
30 Albany Court House Records, 1837 (State Records Office of Western Australia, Item No. 003 Consignment No. 348) 
31 Formal Statement - Robert Gamble, 29 March, 1837 (Courtesy Esperance Museum) 
32 The Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 8 October, 1842 
33 The Australian (Sydney), 9 December, 1826 
34 The Hobart Town Gazette, 7 April, 1827 
35 The Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 3 October, 1835 
36 The Inquirer (Perth), 5 January, 1848 
37 Department of Maritime Archaeology Visit to Middle Island et al (WA Museum, 2001) 
38 Account of Life on Middle Island, Thomas Clarence Andrews (State Library of Western Australia) 
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Island”), the Gratitude, the Pacific, the Lapwing, the Patriot, the Marianne, the Congress and the Phoenix.(39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 

44) To this day, several nearby locations still show evidence of the whaling that once took place throughout the 
Archipelago, including whale bones that “cover the seafloor” near the old whaling camp at the Thomas Fishery, a 
scattered array of stone lookout shelters and even one of the cast iron ‘try pots’, once used to render the oil out of whale 
blubber.(45, 46, 47, 48) 

The renowned explorer Edward John Eyre was to have a chance encounter with another such foreign whaler in 1841, 
when in desperate need of help, he stumbled upon a French vessel, the Mississippi, while at anchor in a bay which Eyre 
named in honour of her captain, an Englishman named Thomas Rossiter. Eyre’s journey, an overland trek from Adelaide 
passing through Esperance Bay on the way to King George Sound, had met with “great misfortune” to that point, and 
Captain Rossiter’s overwhelming hospitality was to prove invaluable to Eyre and his lone remaining companion, an 
Aboriginal guide by the name of Wylie. For the better part of a fortnight, Captain Rossiter took care of Eyre and Wylie 
aboard the Mississippi while tending to their every need and fully reprovisioning their ongoing journey from his own 
supplies, although he was under no obligation to do so. In spite of Eyre’s attempts, Rossiter would accept no payment 
in return for his kindness, instead asking only that Eyre refrain from mentioning having seen a French vessel on the 
coast in the event that war had broken out between England and France.(49) 

While whaling and sealing continued throughout the Recherche Archipelago, in the latter part of 1848 and on into 1849, 
further exploration of the inland regions surrounding Esperance Bay was undertaken by the Surveyor General, John 
Septimus Roe, in a quest to discover coal deposits between Cape Riche and the Russell Range. During his journey, 
Roe discovered and named several well-known local landmarks, including, among others, Stokes Inlet, Lort River, 
Young River, Fitzgerald River, Mount Merivale, Mount Ridley, Peak Charles, Peak Eleanora and Mount Ney, which was 
named after his favourite horse. Roe’s explorations also uncovered an interesting parallel with John ‘Black Jack’ 
Anderson’s earlier escapades when, in 1835, Anderson had set two men, James Manning and James Newell, ashore 
near Middle Island, forcing them to walk the 350 miles to Albany on a harsh trek that both were fortunate to survive. 
Contemporary reports recorded that three men had voluntarily attempted the same feat circa 1848 after ‘quitting a 
Hobart Town whaler’, the Patriot, in the vicinity of Middle Island, however only one of them, James Welch, would survive. 
The remaining two met their deaths near Cape Knob (Bremer Bay) to the west of Esperance, and during his expedition, 
Roe chanced upon and buried one of the two in the sand dunes where he had fallen, while the other body was not 
located at the time.(50, 51, 52) 

Permanent settlement in the area would be instigated a little over a decade later, when in late April 1863, Edward 
(Charles Edward Dempster Senior, referred to as Edward) and William Dempster together with a few others left Albany 
for Bremer Bay, where they were met early the following month by their brother, Andrew, aboard the cutter Amelia.(53) 
From Bremer Bay, this little exploratory party began an overland journey to Cape Arid, hoping to discover untouched 
and unclaimed patches of high quality pastoral land along the way. On May 21, 1863, the group reached Esperance 
Bay, and it was here that they found “more grass than had been seen throughout the journey”.(54) Although they 
continued on to Cape Arid and explored vast tracts of country further inland, it was this moment, recorded in a simple 
journal entry, that would lead to the Dempsters establishing a station at Esperance Bay and the later development of 

                                                 
39 The Launceston Examiner, 14 January, 1843 
40 The Launceston Advertiser, 17 July, 1845 
41 The Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade List, 8 August, 1846 
42 The Argus (Melbourne), 14 September, 1855 
43 Thesis - Beneath the Colonial Gaze: Modelling Maritime Society and Cross-cultural Contact on Australia’s Southern Ocean Frontier - the 
Archipelago of the Recherche, Western Australia (Ross Anderson, 2016) 
44 The South Australian Register, 13 June, 1870 
45 Conflict and Commerce: American Whalers and the Western Australian Colonies 1826-1888 (Martin Gibbs, Undated) 
46 Genesis of the Australian Whaling Industry - Its Development up to 1850 (J. C. H. Gill, 1966) 
47 Western Australia, Comprising a Description of the Vicinity of Australind and Port Leschenault (Thomas John Buckton, 1840) 
48 Maritime Archaeological Site Surveys; Cape Le Grand, Cape Arid, Middle Island & Goose Island (Ross Anderson, 2011) 
49 Journal of Expeditions of Discovery Into Central Australia, Volume 2 (Edward John Eyre, 1841) 
50 Report of an Expedition to the South Eastward of Perth, in Western Australia (John Septimus Roe, 1849) 
51 The Inquirer (Perth), 7 June, 1848 
52 The West Australian, 1 June, 1935 
53 Register of Heritage Places - Dempster Homestead (State Heritage Office, 2008) 
54 The Inquirer and Commercial News (Perth), 23 September, 1863 
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the townsite of Esperance itself.(55) In late 1863, the Dempster Brothers secured leases covering large areas of land 
near Esperance Bay, and early in 1864 they settled nearby, building their first homestead, a simple log cabin, at 
Mainbenup on the Dalyup River, while their new holdings were stocked with sheep, cattle and horses overlanded from 
Northam.(56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61) Other pastoralists soon followed, and in the coming years, several of the districts earliest 
settlers arrived to either work for the Dempsters or take up land nearby, including, among many others, the families of 
Ben Hannett, Campbell Taylor, John and Alexander Moir, the Brooks family, John Sharp and the Ponton brothers, 
Stephen and William, both of whom were former convicts.(62, 63) 

Unsatisfied with the site surrounding the log cabin at Mainbenup, the Dempsters soon left their original settlement in 
Dalyup as an outstation, instead moving their permanent local base to Esperance Bay itself, where in 1867 Andrew and 
James Dempster built a simple yet beautiful cottage - the first section of Dempster Homestead - in time to accommodate 
Andrew’s new wife and the birth of their first child.(64, 65, 66, 67, 68) With more and more remote sections of Australia 
continually opening up, further exploration had been deemed a necessity, and in late April 1870, the Dempsters were 
visited by the well-known exploring party composed of the brothers John and Alexander Forrest together with their friend 
and guide Tommy Windich and a select few others. Remaining with the Dempsters for over a fortnight, the Forrest party 
surveyed a homestead lot - East Location 1 - for their hosts, prior to continuing overland to Adelaide in early May. In 
1871, again in the company of Tommy Windich, Alexander Forrest set out once more in a quest to discover new pastoral 
country to the east of Perth. With terrible luck however, scarcity of water and desertion led to this particular expedition 
being labelled a failure, and the group were forced to abort their journey shortly after having reached Esperance.(69)  

While the Dempster Brothers were hard at work on their new holdings, a long list of other pastoralists had begun to 
open up vast amounts of country in the surrounding districts, and the first Government infrastructure in the area soon 
followed.(70) In November of 1876, the newly completed Esperance Bay Telegraph Station was formally opened, and for 
many years thereafter, the short and simple messages received and forwarded from this station would form the basis 
of communication between Esperance and the outside world. With an abundance of local knowledge, Tommy Windich, 
who had famously accompanied the Forrest expeditions in the years prior, had been engaged as a guide during the 
construction of the telegraph line, however while so employed he fell fatally ill. Being held in a high esteem by all those 
who knew him, in his final days, Windich was nursed at Dempster Homestead in Esperance Bay by Caroline Hannett 
until he eventually passed away. Described by John Forrest as a “well-tried companion and friend”, so great was the 
respect held for Tommy Windich that a special grave site was chosen and fenced in with a one of a kind monument 
which read, “Erected by John and Alexander Forrest in Memory of Tommy Windich. Born near Mount Stirling, 1840. 
Died at Esperance Bay, 1876. He was an Aboriginal of Western Australia of great intelligence and fidelity, who 
accompanied them on four expeditions into the interior of Australia, two of which were from Perth to Adelaide. Be Ye 
Also Ready”.(71, 72, 73) 

In the early days of settlement throughout the district, law enforcement had been left in the hands of the station 
managers, and in several recorded instances this involved imprisonment on various islands throughout the Archipelago 
depending on the severity of the crime, perhaps most famously including Boxer Island. Planning for a police station in 
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Esperance had already started in the years prior, however on or about March 27, 1877, the gruesome murder of John 
Moir, a settler near Stokes Inlet, highlighted the urgent need for a permanent police presence in the district, and in 1878, 
tenders for the construction of the first police station in Esperance were thus advertised.(74, 75, 76) Andrew Dempster won 
the contract for construction and with works soon completed, Police Constable George Truslove arrived in Esperance 
on March 13, 1879 in the company of Lance Corporal Walter Coppin, who had been sent to assist while Constable 
Truslove established himself in his new station.(77, 78) In the wake of John Moir’s death, police from Albany had been 
immediately dispatched to hunt down the alleged killers, one being shot in a skirmish with police shortly after the murder 
took place, while the other, Tampin, would remain at large for almost two years. On March 17, 1879 however, Campbell 
Taylor - one of the earliest settlers in the district and later a Justice of the Peace - tracked down Tampin near the head 
of the Oldfield River and performed a colourful citizen’s arrest before handing him over to the police to stand trial for 
murder, and for that crime, Tampin would later be convicted and hanged in what was to be the first execution at Rottnest 
Island.(79, 80) 

Although Esperance itself was little more than a pastoral settlement, the happenings within the broader district generally 
kept the local constabulary busy enough in the years following, and in their own way, these events conjure up images 
that show how the region was developing at the time. One example of this appears in 1880, when an altercation between 
a local settler and an Aboriginal man led to the former being speared to death at Cocanarup Station to the west, and 
although this was more than a hundred miles away from Esperance, it still fell within the jurisdiction of Constable 
Truslove.(81) Another of the more fascinating early policing incidents culminated in the outlaw James ‘Jimmy’ Cody 
receiving a fatal gunshot wound during an exchange of fire with Constable Truslove while on the run on a stolen horse 
along a beach twenty miles to the west of Esperance in 1882. In the days that followed, Constable Truslove’s wife did 
everything she could in an attempt to nurse Cody back to health in their private home in Esperance, however Cody’s 
wounds were so severe that he eventually lost his life.(82)  

Policing aside, in 1885 an English syndicate had registered a formal interest in funding and developing a rail line from 
Esperance Bay through to their ‘Hampton Plains’ holdings in the north, however, in spite of relentless persistence on 
the matter over the coming years, with overwhelming parliamentary opposition to the scheme, nothing would come of 
their proposal.(83, 84) Accordingly, by 1890, Esperance was still little more than an isolated pastoral station with its 
boundless potential yet to be realised. In the words of John Rintoul, “…this was Esperance in the eighteen eighties, a 
small settlement resting peacefully among the white sand hills; worrying about little; enjoying the calm blue of the restful 
bay; revelling in the genial climate; proud of the wild and rugged beauty of its coast line; and centring their lives round 
Dempsters’ Station or the Telegraph Office.”(85) 

 

  

                                                 
74 The Western Australian Times, 6 April, 1877 
75 The Western Australian Times, 8 July, 1879 
76 The Western Australian Times, 26 April, 1878 
77 The Reminiscences of Mr W. E. Dempster - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
78 Policing our State - A History of Police Stations and Police Officer in Western Australia, 1829-1945 (A R Pashly) 
79 The Herald (Fremantle), 26 July, 1879 
80 The Inquirer and Commercial News (Perth), 30 April, 1879 
81 The West Australian, 28 October, 1881 
82 The Mirror (Perth), 25 February, 1933 
83 Railway Proposal - Esperance Bay to Hampton Plains, 1885 to 1889 (State Records Office of Western Australia, Item No. 1889/2022 
Consignment No. 527 et al) 
84 Legislative Council, 26 March, 1888 (Hansard Archive, Parliament of Western Australia) 
85 Exploration, 1841 - 1890 - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
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Extracts from a map by the Dutch cartographer Hessel Gerritsz showing the areas of Western Australia that had been 
explored to 1628, including the voyage of the Gulden Zeepaerdt in 1627. Under the command of Captain Francois 
Thijssen, the Gulden Zeepaerdt had very roughly charted the Recherche Archipelago, with evidence on their charts 
suggesting that a period of time had been spent at anchor nearby (anchor symbol, top, left of centre).(86)  

                                                 
86 Images Courtesy National Library of Australia 
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Under the respective command of Antoine Raymond Joseph de Bruni d'Entrecasteaux and Jean-Michel Huon de 
Kermadec, the frigates Recherche and Esperance, as depicted in this early 19th century painting by François Roux, 
anchored in the lee of Observatory Island in December 1792 and enjoyed an unplanned layover for more than a week, 
part of which was spent searching for the naturalist Claude Riche who had become lost near Pink Lake.(87) 

 

  

                                                 
87 Image Courtesy Wikipedia: Antoine Bruni d'Entrecasteaux (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine_Bruni_d%27Entrecasteaux)  
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Charts made by the French in 1792 - later used and improved on by Matthew Flinders - provided the first detailed 
surveys of Esperance Bay and the Recherche Arcipelago, and are still remarkably accurate to this day. The small anchor 
symbol in the lee of Observatory Island (top, left of centre) shows the point where d’Entrecasteaux’s expedition took 
shelter in December, 1792.(88)  

                                                 
88 Images Courtesy National Library of Australia 
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This picture, drawn by William Westall on January 10, 1802 shows the Investigator at anchor in Lucky Bay, so named 
by Matthew Flinders for the sanctuary it provided during severe storms.(89) 

                                                 
89 Image Courtesy National Library of Australia 
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With a hint of artistic licence, William Westall later turned his sketch of Lucky Bay (see previous page) into this beautiful 
early 19th century painting; ‘A Bay on the South Coast of New Holland’.(90) 

  

                                                 
90 Image Courtesy Ministry of Defence Art Collection 
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During two separate voyages between 1802 and 1803, Matthew Flinders charted much of Esperance Bay and the 
Recherche Archipelago. An anchor symbol in the northeast corner of Lucky Bay (right of picture) shows where Flinders’ 
ship, the Investigator, sought refuge on January 9, 1802. Later additions to this plan show Dempster Homestead (top 
left) in Esperance Bay.(91) 

  

                                                 
91 Image Courtesy National Library of Australia 
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In 1824, sealers had been left stranded on Middle Island following the wreck of the Belinda. Following their rescue, 
others were deliberately left on the island by the Governor Brisbane in 1826, and it is possible that some of the historic 
sites on Middle Island (such as the hut ruins and catchment above) thus date to or about this period, inclusive of the 
timeframe that John ‘Black Jack’ Anderson was known to be based thereon circa 1835/36.(92)  

                                                 
92 Photographs by Alistair Paterson, 2006 - Courtesy Report on Historical Archaeological Expedition to Middle and Boxer Islands, Recherche 
Archipelago, Western Australia, 16-25 April, 2006 (WA Museum) 
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Among many other sites, scattered whale bones on Middle Island (top) and the remnants of a long lost sealer’s camp 
in a cave on Boxer Island (bottom) provide a glimpse into lives of local whalers and seal hunters in and around the 
Recherche Archipelago circa the early to mid 19th century, with the most infamous of all these men being the African-
American sealer, John ‘Black Jack’ Anderson.(93)  

                                                 
93 Photographs by Alistair Paterson, 2006 - Courtesy Report on Historical Archaeological Expedition to Middle and Boxer Islands, Recherche 
Archipelago, Western Australia, 16-25 April, 2006 (WA Museum) 
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Pirate or not, the infamous seal hunter John ‘Black Jack’ Anderson became one of Esperance and the south coast’s 
most notorious figures, a legend which has only grown in the years post his alleged murder circa Christmas Day 1836. 
In 1837, the details of his death were released by a former crewman, Robert Gamble, in the statement above which 
came “…in such a vague shape to the ears of the authorities that no notice was taken of it”, with the statement simply 
reading, “I, Robert Gamble, Mariner of Albany in the Colony of Western Australia, do solemnly swear that on or about 
[crossed out] the twenty fifth of December I buried John Anderson on an island called Maundrin [sic, Mondrain] Island. 
Sworn before me, Patrick Taylor J.P., the 29th of March, 1837.”(94, 95) 

  

                                                 
94 The Perth Gazette and Western Australian Journal, 8 October, 1842 
95 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 003 Consignment No. 348) 
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During the mid 19th century, huge numbers of whalers, both foreign and domestic, frequented the Recherche 
Archipelago in search of southern right and sperm whales. This map details the success of two such whalers - the ships 
Hamilton of Bridgeport, Connecticut, and Julian of New Bedford, Massachusetts - that worked from Middle Island in 
1840, taking 16 whales between them.(96) 

                                                 
96 Image Courtesy National Library of Australia (Logbook of the Ship Hamilton, 1839-1841; PMB 687) 
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‘Captain Rossiter Comes to Eyre’s Aid’ - a late 19th century painting by artist John MacFarlane depicting the meeting of 
Eyre and Rossiter at Rossiter Bay in 1841, with Eyre’s Aboriginal guide Wylie waving from his horse and the French 
whaler Mississippi in the background.(97) 

  

                                                 
97 Image Courtesy National Library of Australia 
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Eyre and Wylie’s route in 1841 took them past and through the country surrounding Esperance Bay, though more 
importantly for their sake, it took them past Rossiter Bay, where the travelling duo fortuitously happened upon Captain 
Thomas Rossiter and his French whaler, the Mississippi.(98) 

  

                                                 
98 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 106 Consignment No. 3423) 
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In the latter part of 1848 and on into 1849, the Surveyor General John Septimus Roe explored vast tracts of land 
throughout and beyond the Shire of Esperance, and during his travels, Roe surveyed and named Stokes Inlet (as shown 
in the sketch and survey above, both made on December 16, 1848), the Lort River, Young River, Mount Ridley, Peak 
Charles and many other local features.(99)  

                                                 
99 Images Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. ROEJ/08 Consignment No. 3401) 
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Throughout much of the 19th century in particular, foreign and domestic whalers were a constant presence in Australian 
waters, including those off the coast of Esperance. These pictures, a small part of an American “Whale Chart” published 
in 1851, show the Recherche Archipelago and much of southwest Western Australia to have been renowned sperm and 
right whale hunting grounds during the winter and autumn seasons.(100, 101, 102) 

                                                 
100 Images Courtesy Library of Congress 
101 Recherche Archipelago Excerpts; Four Years Aboard the Whaleship et al, 1860 (William B. Whitecar Junior) 
102 New Bedford Whaling Museum - Whaling Logbooks (https://www.whalingmuseum.org/explore/library/logbooks-journals) 
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The Emily Downing, one of many Australian based whalers that periodically worked the Recherche Archipelago.(103) In 
1882, while “…attached to a whale” south of Esperance near Termination Island, five of the Emily Downing’s crew were 
lost at sea, adding to a long list of similar fatalities in the area.(104) An American whaler, the John and Winthrop, later 
discovered the washed up wreckage of what they believed to be the Emily Downing’s lost whale boat on the mainland 
at Barrier Anchorage, Cape Arid (due north of Middle Island) in 1886.(105) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
103 Image Courtesy The Australian Sketcher (Adelaide), 27 September, 1879 
104 The West Australian, 15 September, 1882 
105 Thesis - Beneath the Colonial Gaze: Modelling Maritime Society and Cross-cultural Contact on Australia’s Southern Ocean Frontier - the 
Archipelago of the Recherche, Western Australia (Ross Anderson, 2016) 
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An artist’s impression of a whaling scene in the Great Australian Bight. The sketch shows a barque “hove-to” alongside 
a freshly caught sperm whale where “…all on board are busy, and several seamen may be seen on the huge carcass 
cutting away the “bibles” of blubber, which are hauled onto deck and turned into the coppers, thence to be “tried out” as 
oil into casks.”(106) 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
106 Image Courtesy The Illustrated Australian News (Melbourne), 1 July, 1890 
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Although his brothers were also instrumental in establishing the homestead and pastoral station that would later lead to 
the town and Shire of Esperance, it was Andrew Dempster (pictured, photograph circa 1903) whose 1863 lease 
application covered Esperance Bay. While the Dempster Brothers shared the management duties, for the most part, it 
was Andrew, his wife Emily and their growing family who were based in Esperance during these early and formative 
years, and for these reasons, Andrew Dempster is widely regarded as “The Founder of Esperance”.(107) 

                                                 
107 Photograph Courtesy Parliament of Western Australia, Digital Editing and Corrections Courtesy Sarah Fitzgerald 
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A mere fraction of the Dempster empire - James, Edward (Charles Edward) and Andrew Dempster’s earliest pastoral 
holdings near and surrounding Esperance Bay, as shown on extracts from a survey which detailed land being opened 
for selection in the “East District” from January 1, 1863.(108) 

  

                                                 
108 Images Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. East 01 Consignment No. 5022) 
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Details of Andrew Dempster’s 1863 ‘East Location 2’ or ‘E2’ lease which covered Esperance Bay. Edward (Charles 
Edward) Dempster’s lease application covering ‘East Location 3’ or ‘E3’ included a section of the Gage or Dalyup River, 
and it was here that the Dempsters first settled and built their Mainbenup homestead in early 1864, prior to moving their 
permanent settlement to Esperance Bay in 1867.(109) 

                                                 
109 Images Courtesy Pastoral & Tillage Leases 1863/64, State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 1236 Consignment No. 5000) 
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In 1867, the Dempster Brothers moved their permanent local base from Dalyup to Esperance Bay, building the first 
stage of what we now know as Dempster Homestead - crudely shown on the survey above - that same year.(110)   

                                                 
110 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 32/6 Consignment No. 5000) 
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Some of the earliest settlements in the district - Dempster Homestead in Esperance (top) and Moirs’ Homestead 
between Stokes Inlet and Fanny Cove.(111, 112) 

                                                 
111 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
112 Photograph Courtesy Department of Conservation and Land Management 
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Other well-known pastoral settlements established circa the latter part of the mid 19th century included Campbell Taylor’s 
Lynburn Station on the Thomas River (top) and Ponton and Sharp’s Point Malcolm Homestead.(113, 114)  

                                                 
113 Photograph Courtesy The Western Argus (Kalgoorlie), 9 August, 1904 
114 Photograph Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
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In 1870, an exploratory party guided by Tommy Windich (standing, second from left) and led by Alexander and John 
Forrest (seated, left to right respectively) stayed with the Dempsters at their Esperance Bay station before continuing 
overland to Adelaide. Two years after this photograph was taken (taken in 1874 as part of a separate expedition), with 
his intimate knowledge of the area, Tommy Windich again found himself in Esperance guiding during the surveying of 
the overland telegraph line, however while so engaged, he would fall fatally ill. Having been a “well-tried companion and 
friend” to the Forrest brothers, Tommy Windich was buried with the utmost of respect in a site overlooking Esperance 
Bay, and his well-maintained gravesite can still be seen by Dempster Head to this day.(115, 116) 

  

                                                 
115 The Western Australian Times, 8 September, 1876 
116 Photograph Courtesy State Library of Victoria 



 

 
    Page | 44 
 
 

 

East Location 1 - Dempsters’ Homestead in Esperance Bay as shown on a survey (with later modifications) by the 
explorer John Forrest, who would later become the Premier of Western Australia, dated May, 1870.(117) 

                                                 
117 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. East 61 Consignment No. 3869) 
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In 1876, a Government Reserve - Reserve 190A - was set aside in Esperance Bay for the site of the new Telegraph 
Station, and it was this area that would later become the initial extent of the Esperance townsite.(118)  

                                                 
118 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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On September 7, 1876, the Esperance Bay Telegraph Station opened for the very first time at five o’clock in the evening 
in the middle of a bare paddock along a narrow dirt track that later became Dempster Street, the site itself immediately 
adjoining that of the present day Post Office.(119) Dating circa the early to mid 1880’s, these images show Israelite Bay 
(bottom) as well as the area that would later become the centre of the townsite of Esperance.(120, 121)   

                                                 
119 The Western Australian Times, 8 September, 1876 
120 Photograph Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
121 Image Courtesy The Pictorial Australian, 1 July, 1885 
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An extract from a survey of Esperance Bay made during 1888 showing a handful of later mark-ups and additions, 
including, among many others, the jetties at James Street and Newtown.(122) 

                                                 
122 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. East 01 Consignment No. 3869) 
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The Period 1890 – 1908: Gold, Growth and the Gazettal of Esperance 
Although it was kept quiet at the time, William Moir’s discovery of gold in the Dundas Hills in or about 1890 while in 
search of pastoral country would later form the basis for a boom in the development of Esperance, as a multitude of 
fortune seekers settled throughout the region and established trade networks with the goldfields beyond.(123) With his 
secret kept however, at least in the short term, further expeditions to the area were organised by Moir in the years 
following, and although these trips only procured small amounts of gold at best, word soon spread, and in November of 
1892 an announcement was made public that a different party, William Mawson and Robert Kirkpatrick, had struck a 
payable reef in the Dundas Hills.(124) Bigger and better discoveries in Coolgardie that same year and near Kalgoorlie the 
following year soon after had the whole country talking, and when the Dundas Goldfields were officially proclaimed on 
August 31, 1893, this series of events instigated a major period of development for Esperance as the gold rush through 
the little port began in earnest.(125, 126, 127) 

In the blink of an eye, Esperance was booming. With an overwhelming influx of men and women bound for the goldfields, 
early surveys for the townsite of Esperance were hastily completed, and on December 15, 1893, the town itself was 
formally Gazetted.(128, 129, 130) Until this time, Esperance had consisted of little more than the telegraph station, the police 
station, a handful of private houses, farm buildings and the small Esperance Hotel and store. Accommodation in 
Esperance was thus at a premium, with one of the early residents recalling that “…four hundred men arrived on one 
boat, en route for the Dundas goldfields. There was no accommodation in the town, so they slept on the seaweed on 
the beach”.(131) Laurence Sinclair’s discovery of gold at Norseman in July 1894 only added to the rush of men to the 
area, and with this find looking even more promising than that at Dundas, many new homes, hotels and stores were 
either completed or under construction in Esperance by the end of the year.(132, 133) 

Rail lines constructed many years prior had already connected Perth and Albany to York, however from there travellers 
in these early gold rushes faced a longer journey on foot to Coolgardie than they did on the same trek from Esperance, 
which became the obvious choice for many, particularly with the allure of striking luck in the blossoming Dundas and 
Norseman goldfields at the halfway point along the route northward.(134) Although certain political interests within the 
Government seemed focussed on forcing the majority of goldfields trade through Perth and Fremantle, the sheer number 
of men travelling northward from Esperance soon forced their hand, and towards the end of 1894, the Government 
began to open up the route from Esperance to Dundas by cutting a new and more direct track.(135, 136, 137) With bright 
prospects and talk of a rail link, trade between Esperance and the goldfields saw the little town flourish, and optimistic 
speculators quickly began to establish privately run water points, stores and hotels to service weary travellers along the 
way.(138, 139)  

One of the more influential of these ‘optimistic speculators’ came in the form of the “Esperance Proprietary Company 
Limited” who, in 1894, established the Grass Patch Farm. Investors in that company held an array of properties to the 
north around the Hampton Plains, and this same group had been among the first to realise that Esperance was 
geographically positioned to become the ‘natural port of the goldfields’. Because of its location, this parcel of land in 
particular held strategic value for the servicing of their interests, thus establishing the Grass Patch Farm on a naturally 
grassy patch of quality country a little under half way between Esperance to Dundas was a sound business decision. 

                                                 
123 The Continuing Moir Saga - A Genealogical Record of an Albany Family (Amelia Moir and Greg Wardell-Johnson, 1995) 
124 The West Australian, 16 November, 1892 
125 Coolgardie - Eastern Goldfields Historical Society (http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/coolgardie.html), Retrieved 2016 
126 Kalgoorlie - Eastern Goldfields Historical Society (http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/kalgoorlie.html), Retrieved 2016 
127 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 31 August, 1893 
128 Esperance Townsite - Field Book No. 9, R. Brazier, October, 1893 
129 Survey of “Esperance Townsite” Lots 1 to 42, 8 December, 1893 (Courtesy Esperance Museum) 
130 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 15 December, 1893 
131 Gold and the Town, 1891 - 1894 - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
132 Municipal Heritage Inventory - Shire of Dundas (Hocking Planning and Architecture, 1995) 
133 The Inquirer and Commercial News (Perth), 10 August, 1894 
134 Rail Transport in Western Australia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_transport_in_Western_Australia), Retrieved 2016 
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Although initially quite isolated, this particular farm was to have a significant influence on agricultural development 
throughout the district, especially in the opening up of the Mallee country several years later. The Esperance Proprietary 
Company was another subsidiary of the ‘Hampton Plains Syndicate’ who, a decade prior, had battled unsuccessfully for 
an Esperance railway and, circa mid to late 1893 and on into early 1894, had been busily at work establishing a ‘new 
town’ to the north of Esperance known as the ‘Hampton Town’, ‘Esperance Bay Company’s Town’, ‘Newtown’ and later 
‘Castletown’.(140, 141, 142) 

Meanwhile however, back to the south in Esperance itself, construction in the newly Gazetted townsite was going ahead 
in leaps and bounds. Government infrastructure projects together with an array of private buildings and businesses were 
quickly being established, and by the end of 1895, to name but a few, the town now boasted butchers, bakers, general 
stores, a newspaper, a barber, two new jetties (one at the Hampton townsite, the other in the Esperance townsite) and 
an additional three new hotels.(143, 144, 145) In the wake of such rapid progress, in September 1895 the boundaries of the 
Esperance Road Board were excised from the Dundas Road Board while the town of Esperance was formally Gazetted 
as a Municipality. In due course the first Mayor of Esperance, Thomas Edwards would be elected together with a 
Municipal (town) Council consisting of John Coleman, Bertram Richardson, David Peek, Francis Daw, John Collins and 
Stanley Hosie, with the auditors Raymond Sharkey and Sydney Castine.(146, 147, 148) Soon after, Road Board elections 
were also held with John Purchas being elected Chairman, and the other elected officials including Francis Daw, George 
Doust, Charles Keyser, Robert Symes, Robert Dunn and Laurence Sinclair.(149, 150, 151) The rapid rate of progress 
experienced in Esperance in 1895 carried on well into 1896, and this would see the completion of a new hospital, 
brewery, an additional rival newspaper, a new Post and Telegraph Station, the Bijou Theatre, Church of England, 
Municipal Council Offices, a school, double storey additions to all four hotels and an assortment of new shops, offices 
and stores.(152) 

By September 1896, rail lines connecting Perth and Fremantle now extended through to Coolgardie and on into 
Kalgoorlie, while Norseman and Esperance remained connected to these major goldfields by road only.(153) The 
completion of this line signified the coming of what would be a tumultuous period in the history of Esperance, and by 
the end of 1896, the ‘boom’ in the growth of Esperance was noticeably on the downhill slide. For a short while however, 
the town still managed to prosper on the coattails of the early gold rushes, and the continued isolation of the Norseman 
fields in particular meant that at least a small amount of remnant trade kept coming through the port. In spite of the fall 
in trade, the year 1897 still saw progress in the small town, with the completion of a new school and the Wesleyan 
Church, while extensions to the Government jetty (James Street) and Goods Shed were underway together with works 
on the first Fire Brigade Station, both projects being completed in early 1898.(154, 155)  

In the years prior, population estimates had varied from peaks of 1500 to as many as 5000 people, however with an 
ever fluctuating and highly transient population en route to the goldfields it’s impossible to know which of these two 
outliers was the more accurate. Whatever the case, in late 1897 a formal census recorded a grand total of 953 people 
within the Municipality of Esperance, and within only a few years this figure had more than halved as the town began to 
suffer the effects of a severe localised depression.(156, 157, 158) In May 1898, the former explorer Sir John Forrest, by this 
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stage the Premier of Western Australia, paid a visit to Esperance. Although the rush to the goldfields had diminished, 
there was still a small glimmer of hope held that the town could further develop as a port, particularly if the highly 
anticipated rail was to eventuate. Unfortunately, at least in the short term, this was not to be, and that same month the 
Forrest Government instead advocated in favour of a rail line connecting to the existing system at Coolgardie which 
would terminate at Norseman, in effect leaving Esperance completely isolated from the rail network.(159) This decision 
of course riled the local population and indeed many throughout the goldfields who could clearly see political interests 
at play, and by late 1898, trade through Esperance had all but come to a standstill as many people began to leave in 
search of greener pastures.(160) Within a matter of months, both local newspapers, the Esperance Chronicle and the 
Esperance Times, had ceased publication, and many other businesses were following suit. An article published on the 
struggling town in September 1898 reported that “…people are still leaving by every boat and coach. Several houses 
and shops have been pulled down. Five more businesses close within the next few weeks. The population two years 
ago was 1500, and twelve months ago 2000, now it is under 500.”(161, 162) 

For several years following, Esperance was little more than stagnant, and by 1901 the population in the Municipality 
stood at a meagre 341 people, with 37% of homes being unoccupied – the highest vacancy rate in any of the Western 
Australian Municipalities at the time, and a figure that didn’t account for the large number of buildings that had already 
been demolished or relocated.(163, 164) Although little was happening in Esperance, many of the more optimistic settlers 
still clung on to the hope created by the prospect of a rail line, believing that this would sooner rather than later prove 
the towns salvation. In the short term, a handful of industries were able to keep the town ticking over including, among 
others, the ever-reliable salt mining operations from Pink Lake and Lake Hillier, farming, tourism and a small amount of 
remnant trade between the port and the Norseman and Phillips River (Ravensthorpe) goldfields in particular, however 
little prospect of improvement was on the horizon and the outlook for Esperance looked bleak.(165, 166, 167, 168)  

By 1906, the situation in Esperance was beyond dire, and the passing of the Coolgardie-Norseman Railway Act which 
finally authorised construction of that small section of rail line between the two towns only exacerbated the neglect being 
felt in Esperance. The recorded opinion of some of the more influential Parliamentarians of the time was that a rail 
connection from Esperance to Norseman would “injure Fremantle” more so than a line from Coolgardie to Norseman, 
thus it was plain to many that the “vested interests of the Government” were at work when the Coolgardie to Norseman 
line went ahead, though nothing could be done to extend this to Esperance.(169, 170) In August that year, an article 
published in the Kalgoorlie Miner highlighted the hard times being experienced at Esperance, reporting that “…the 
carpenter’s hammer can be heard again in the main street, as in the old days, but this time the buildings are being pulled 
down, which is a bad sign, it being the intention of the owners to send them to Ravensthorpe, where dwellings and 
shops let as soon as erected. Mr Daw is taking down three of his shops that were erected in Andrew Street, and it is 
said that Messrs Gray’s large store is to be pulled down also. Mr Heenan has shipped his four offices to Ravensthorpe, 
and the Esperance Brewery will soon be on its way to the same place… There is no gainsaying the fact that the 
depression now existing is more keenly felt than ever, and unless the unforeseen happens, Esperance will soon be a 
deserted village.”(171) With hundreds having abandoned the area, little hope remained of the town and district ever 
rebounding, and as such, on October 28, 1908, a petition to the Governor of Western Australia saw the Municipality of 
Esperance abolished, with the administrative roles and duties of the former Municipality being absorbed from that point 
on by the Esperance Road Board.(172)  

                                                 
159 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 25 June, 1898 
160 Parliamentary Minutes - Coolgardie-Norseman Railway Bill, 4 October, 1900 
161 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 20 September, 1898 
162 The Municipality of Esperance, 1895 - 1908 - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
163 The Western Mail (Perth), 21 December, 1901 
164 The Albany Advertiser, 11 December, 1900 
165 The West Australian, 10 March, 1904 
166 The Western Mail (Perth), 18 January, 1908 
167 The Norseman Times, 7 July, 1905 
168 The Western Mail (Perth), 25 December, 1901 
169 Coolgardie-Norseman Railway Act, 1906 
170 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 29 June, 1906 
171 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 7 August, 1906 
172 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 30 October, 1908 



 

 
    Page | 51 
 
 

 

On August 31, 1893, the Dundas Goldfields were formally proclaimed, and this area in combination with the developing 
Coolgardie Goldfields would prove instrumental in the formation of Esperance.(173) 

 

                                                 
173 Image Courtesy Government Gazette of Western Australia, 31 August, 1893 
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In the wake of the mining boom that followed the proclamation of the Dundas Goldfields, notice of the Gazettal of the 
townsite of Esperance was published in the Government Gazette of Western Australia on December 15, 1893.(174) 

  

                                                 
174 Image Courtesy Government Gazette of Western Australia, 15 December, 1893 
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The first complete survey of the townsite of Esperance, as shown on an extract from a plan dated December 8, 1893. 

Esperance was Gazetted as a townsite a week after the date of this survey on December 15, 1893, and later Gazetted 
as a Municipality on September 27, 1895.(175, 176, 177) 

  

                                                 
175 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 15 December, 1893 
176 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 27 September, 1895 
177 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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An intricate and beautifully hand coloured copy of the December 8, 1893 survey of Esperance townsite, edited at some 
later date to show the Bonded Store and original short ‘Town Jetty’ off James Street.(178) 

  

                                                 
178 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 0606 Consignment No. 5698) 
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The early history and development of Esperance as a town in 1893 was very closely linked to the success of the Dundas 
goldfields to the north, though the town also became reliant on Norseman, Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie and the trade that 
these booming goldfields brought through the port. This plan shows the original tracks from Esperance Bay (Fraser 
Range Road) and Fanny Cove (Moirs’ Homestead) converging on Dundas in 1893.(179)  

                                                 
179 Image Courtesy Interim Report of the Department of Mines for the Year 1894 (Department of Mines, 1894) 
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A survey showing the “Esperance Bay” townsite (as distinct from the Government townsite of “Esperance”, the present 
day town centre), which was also known as “Hampton Town”, “New Town”, “Newtown”, the “Esperance Bay Company’s 
Town” and later “Castletown” - all correct names for the same place - dating to August 1893, which actually pre-dates 
the Gazettal of the Government townsite of Esperance to the south.(180) 

                                                 
180 Image Courtesy Plan 804, H. T. Hardy, 1893 (Landgate, Western Australia) 
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Published in 1894, this survey showed the proposed extent of the “Esperance Bay” townsite, which was, at the time, 
also commonly known as the “Hampton Township” or “New Town” (“Newtown”), and would later become a part of the 
suburb of Castletown.(181, 182)  

                                                 
181 The Pictorial Australian, 1 September, 1894 
182 Image Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
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A plan showing the first subdivision of East Location 1 and East Location 4 - the Dempster Homestead properties in 
Esperance Bay - as approved on November 27, 1894. Referred to thereon as the “South Esperance Townsite”, though 
more commonly known then as “Dempster Town”, the original homestead lot was later further subdivided, leaving only 
a small remnant of what was once the centre of a vast empire.(183) 

                                                 
183 Image Courtesy Plan 919, W. H. Angove, 1894 (Landgate, Western Australia) 
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The first Esperance Hotel and the original proprietors Agnes and John Purchas (beneath the doorways to the left and 
centre respectively) in 1894 - in the coming years, as fortune seekers flocked to the goldfields, this hotel would be 
significantly expanded. The 1896 two storey expansion of the Esperance Hotel, constructed immediately adjoining the 
far side of this building, survived until November 1958 when it was decimated by a fire.(184) 

 
  

                                                 
184 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Arthur Ray and William Kilminster’s “Dundas and Coolgardie Trading Company” store on The Esplanade, May 5, 1894. 
Vast quantities of supplies would be ferried to and from the goldfields by camel teams such as these in the years coming, 
with some contemporary estimates claiming that as many as a hundred different teams could be found working along 
the tracks from Esperance at any one time.(185, 186) 

  

                                                 
185 The Inquirer & Commercial News, 13 May, 1898 
186 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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One of Esperance and the Recherche Archipelago’s most famous shipwrecks was that of the Rodondo, as depicted in 
this early 20th century painting by the artist Allan Green. Although the date thereon states October 6, the Rodondo 
actually struck Pollock Reef near Point Malcolm at approximately 2:00am on October 7, 1894 and sank shortly 
thereafter, with four casualties. Exclusive of these losses, Captain Fred Douglas and the crew of the Grace Darling 
came to the rescue soon after and were able to save a total of 196 people.(187, 188)  

                                                 
187 Image Courtesy State Library of Victoria 
188 Shipwreck Database - The Rodondo (http://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-db/wrecks/id-412), Retrieved 2016 
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Views over Esperance circa late 1895 (top) and early 1896 (bottom). A handful of faint white specks on the horizon 
(bottom) comprise the private townsite of Esperance Bay, better known as Hampton Town to avoid confusion between 
that area and the “Government townsite” of Esperance.(189, 190)  

                                                 
189 Photograph Courtesy History of West Australia (Warren Bert Kimberly, 1897) 
190 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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On September 13, 1895, the Esperance Road Board District was formed when the area was excised from the original 
Dundas Road Board, which itself had been created in February of the same year. Elections for the first Esperance Road 
Board soon followed, with John Purchas elected Chairman, and the other elected members including Francis Daw, 
George Doust, Charles Keyser, Robert Symes, Robert Dunn and Laurence Sinclair.(191)  

                                                 
191 Image Courtesy Government Gazette of Western Australia, 13 September, 1895 
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On September 27, 1895, notice of the town of Esperance offically being declared as a Municipality was formally 
published in the Government Gazette, and elections for a Municipal Council soon followed. The Esperance Road Board 
would later absorb the roles of the Municipal (town) Council (1895 to 1908) and later transitioned into the Shire of 
Esperance (1961).(192)   

                                                 
192 Image Courtesy Government Gazette of Western Australia, 27 September, 1895 
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Demand for land in the booming town was growing with each passing day - this plan, dated January 9, 1896 shows how 
quickly Esperance had grown in a little over two years, expanding from 42 town lots in December 1893 to the 224 shown 
in this survey.(193)  

                                                 
193 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The first in a series of four panoramic photographs taken in February 1896, looking northeast along Dempster Street 
towards the few buildings that comprised Hampton Town (alternatively “New Town”, “Newtown”, the “Esperance Bay 
Company’s Town” and later “Castletown” - all correct names for the same place) and the Newtown Jetty, past the newly 
completed Post & Telegraph Office on the corner of Andrew Street (right of picture), the newly completed Government 
School (now RSL, right of centre) and an array of other new buildings and businesses that had sprung up in the rush to 
the goldfields. Signs advertising “Mackay Richardson & Co - Produce Merchants” and “J C Tippett & Sons” (plumber 
and ironmonger) can be seen on the northwestern side of Dempster Street (left of centre), while two buildings with the 
name “Burns, Philp & Co” brandished on their roofs can be seen further to the northeast (top right). Note that none of 
the now iconic Norfolk Island pine trees had been planted at the time of this photograph.(194) 

  

                                                 
194 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The second in a series of four panoramic photographs taken in February 1896, looking eastward across Dempster 
Street and along Andrew Street past the two storey Grace Darling and Pier hotels towards a sailing ship berthed at the 
Town Jetty off James Street. To capitalise on the flood of people to and from the goldfields, the Royal and Esperance 
hotels, both single storey buildings in this picture (centre and right of centre respectively, southern side of Andrew 
Street), would also expand to two storey buildings later that same year.(195) 

  

                                                 
195 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The third in a series of four panoramic photographs taken in February 1896, looking out to the southeast across the 
Recherche Archipelago. Businesses advertising along Dempster Street include the “Esperance Auction Mart” (which 
also has “General Storekeepers” written across the verandah of the same building), “Hosie & Stubbing - Horse & Cattle 
Salesmen” and “H. Hortin - Greengrocer”.(196) 

  

                                                 
196 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The fourth in a series of four panoramic photographs taken in February 1896, looking south along Dempster Street 
towards Dempster Head (Wireless Hill) and Dempster Homestead. A building marked “Timber Yard” can be seen 
immediately below Dempster Homestead (top right), while Dempsters’ wool shed and little jetty can just be made out 
nearer to the base of Dempster Head.(197)  

                                                 
197 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Esperance thrived on the rush to the goldfields - these photographs, taken March 16, 1896 from the same vantage point 
on the corner of The Esplanade and Andrew Street, show the offices of George W. Gray & Co - General Merchants & 
Agents (top) while a second storey addition is underway on the Royal Hotel (bottom, far right). A new two storey addition 
to the Esperance Hotel would also be built that same year adjoining the existing building.(198) 

 

                                                 
198 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A view over the outskirts of town (top) towards the small H M Customs shed (now forms part of the Esperance Museum) 
circa mid to late 1896, which had been built the previous year in conjunction with the small ‘Town Jetty’ off James Street. 
In the years following this would become the Bonded Store when the Goods Shed (bottom, circa late 1896) surrounding 
this original section was completed.(199, 200, 201) 

                                                 
199 Register of Heritage Places - Esperance Railway Precinct (State Heritage Office, 2012) 
200 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
201 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Singing in the rain - an artist’s impression of miners celebrating “Christmas Eve at Esperance” as published in the 
Coolgardie Mining Review in December 1896.(202)  

                                                 
202 Image Courtesy The Coolgardie Mining Review, 26 December, 1896 
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A survey by Alfred Canning dated September 7, 1896, showing land in the “Dalyup Special Area” or “Dalyup Agricultural 
Area” which opened for selection early the following year.(203) Similar small scale agricultural areas would also be trialled 
nearer to Esperance in Doombup and Myrup around the same time.(204)  

                                                 
203 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 19 February, 1897 
204 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. Esperance 15 Consignment No. 3869) 
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A spectacular show being put on for a crowd of onlookers standing in front of the Bijou Theatre, which opened to the 
public on September 9, 1896, next to Edward McCarthy’s (E. J. McCarthy Senior) general store. The Bijou Theatre still 
stands, while McCarthy’s store is long since gone, the only remaining links being the Bijou Theatre itself and the now 
towering Moreton Bay fig tree on William Street, planted behind the store the following year. This photograph was 
published in the Kalgoorlie Western Argus in 1903 and entitled “The Recent Show at Esperance - Mr D. F. Gollan’s 
Hunter Clearing 3ft. 10in.”(205, 206, 207)   

                                                 
205 Opening of Bijou Theatre, 1896 (State Library of Western Australia) 
206 The Western Argus (Kalgoorlie), 21 April, 1903 
207 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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With business booming, by late 1896, all four of the central hotels had undergone double storey expansions - left to 
right, the Esperance Hotel, the Grace Darling Hotel and the Pier Hotel, while the Royal Hotel is obscured from sight 
further along Andrew Street. This photograph, taken in 1904, gives an indication of how quiet Esperance had become 
when the Western Australian rail network left it stranded in late 1896, as soon thereafter, nearly all goldfields trade was 
redirected through Perth and Fremantle.(208) 

 
  

                                                 
208 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Opening day at the Esperance Brewery on Dempster Street, October 31, 1896 - the company would struggle over the 
coming years, and a decade later the building was demolished and moved to Ravensthorpe which was thriving on the 
back of the Phillips River Goldfields.(209) 

  

                                                 
209 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The Esperance Post & Telegraph office circa 1897, noting that the now iconic surviving Norfolk Island pine tree on the 
corner of Andrew Street and Dempster Street (right of picture) had only very recently been planted.(210)  

                                                 
210 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A cycle race from Esperance to Norseman kicks off in front of the offices of the Esperance Times newspaper on 
Dempster Street in 1897. Like many local businesses, the Esperance Times would close the following year as trade 
through the town came to a halt.(211) 

  

                                                 
211 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum, Digital Editing and Corrections Courtesy Jon Creedon 
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An extract from a map dated February 19, 1897 showing the surveyed routes from Esperance and Fanny’s Cove to the 
Dundas goldfields and the Dempster Brothers’ holdings at Fraser Range. Esperance itself was little more than a port to 
the goldfields by this time, however pastoral leases and agricultural holdings were being developed with some good 
success, including, among others, the Grass Patch Farm (‘Grass Paddocks’ left of centre) and farms in the Dalyup and 
Myrup “Agricultural Areas”.(212) 

  

                                                 
212 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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As shipping through the port had increased substantially in the preceding years, the first detailed surveys and soundings 
of Esperance Bay itself were undertaken by the HMS Waterwitch between February and March 1897.(213)  

                                                 
213 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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About to embark on a journey to the goldfields - a camel team near the southern end of Dempster Street in 1897, with 
Dempster Head in the background. Teams like these had once travelled to and from Esperance every day to supply the 
burgeoning goldfields to the north, and the trade links they created had helped to build Esperance into a thriving town. 
In late 1896 however, the completion of the railway linking Fremantle to Kalgoorlie had left Esperance isolated, and the 
old trade routes through the port quickly became redundant. The teamsters and many other businesses soon moved 
their trade elsewhere, and Esperance soon found itself in the midst of a localised depression.(214, 215) 

  

                                                 
214 The Esperance Chronicle, 6 April, 1898 
215 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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In the mid to late 1890’s, small scale agricultural areas were surveyed, trialled and established in a select few locations 
to the east and west of Esperance.(216, 217, 218, 219) This survey, extracted from a modified plan dated May 18, 1897 
(showing later markups dating to October 30, 1900), shows the extent of the “Dalyup Special Area, the “Myrup Special 
Area” and the “Doombup Agricultural Area” which had all been surveyed and opened for selection around this time, with 
varying degrees of success for settlers who took up the land.(220, 221, 222, 223, 224)  

                                                 
216 Myrup Agricultural Area - Field Book No. 50, W. H. Angove, 1895 (State Records Office of WA) 
217 Myrup Agricultural Area - Field Book No. 51, W. H. Angove, 1896 (State Records Office of WA) 
218 Survey of Dalyup Special (Agricultural) Area - Field Book No. 2, A. W. Canning, 1896 (State Records Office of WA) 
219 Subdivision of Special Area East of Esperance, Doombup et al - A. W. Canning, 1898 (State Records Office of WA) 
220 Open for Selection - Myrup Special Area - Government Gazette of Western Australia, 29 May, 1896 
221 Open for Selection - Dalyup Special Area - Government Gazette of Western Australia, 19 February, 1897 
222 Open for Selection - Doombup Special Area - Government Gazette of Western Australia, 24 July, 1903 
223 A Few Biographies - Stewarts - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
224 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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In May of 1898 the Premier of Western Australia, former explorer Sir John Forrest, visited Esperance on his way to 
Norseman - “He talked a lot, but hang me if he’s promised me a thing!”.(225) 

                                                 
225 Image Courtesy The Coolgardie Pioneer, 14 May, 1898 
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The death knell for Esperance sounded in May of 1898 when Premier Sir John Forrest advocated in favour of a railway 
line connecting Coolgardie to Norseman, choosing to leave Esperance isolated from the rail network.(226) 

                                                 
226 Image Courtesy The Coolgardie Pioneer, 25 June, 1898 
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With the future of their town hanging by a thread by July 1898, the Esperance Chamber of Commerce and the local 
population were desperately clamouring for a railway in an attempt to regain the lost trade from Coolgardie and 
Kalgoorlie that now went completely through Perth, believing firmly that this belonged to Esperance as ‘the natural port 
of the goldfields’.(227) 

                                                 
227 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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“Esperance! Esperance! The investment of the day, the natural port of the Western Australian Goldfields, and the coming 
town of the west.” A poster dating circa 1901 advertising land for sale on and around Princess Street in Pink Lake - “The 
Railway Estate.”(228)  

                                                 
228 Image Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
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A third bay, the farthest of the three bays in these pictures, was added to the Goods Shed circa 1898 (photos date circa 
1903). In conjunction with the Bonded Store (former H M Customs shed), these buildings now form the Esperance 
Museum.(229, 230) 
 
 
                                                 
229 Register of Heritage Places - Esperance Railway Precinct (State Heritage Office, 2012) 
230 Photographs Courtesy Daw Collection, Bottom Image Published in The Western Argus (Kalgoorlie), 21 April, 1903 
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Seen here under construction in 1903 and still standing to this day, the home of the legendary Captain Fred Douglas, 
“Bay View House” (alternatively “Bayview House” or later “Fairhaven”), formed an imposing feature in the Esperance 
skyline along Dempster Street with a commanding view of the bay and a regal design comparable only to that of 
Dempster Homestead (left of picture, top - note roof to be constructed and scaffolding around Bay View House).(231)  

                                                 
231 Photographs Courtesy Daw Collection 
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A survey of “Esperance Shewing Dempster Town” circa August 1903. Much of this area had been subdivided back in 
1894, however hoping to encourage further investment, lots were later advertised by Peet & Co starting from £12, 
subject to a £1 deposit and £1 monthly repayments.(232, 233, 234)  

                                                 
232 The West Australian, 25 August, 1903 
233 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
234 Dempster Town - Deposited Plan 919; Approved 27 November, 1894 (Landgate, Western Australia) 
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‘Esperance - the Chance of a Lifetime’ - a plan of the town by Henry ‘Harry’ Charles Sims & Co circa August 1903 that 
had been produced to market 174 new lots (shaded red), all of which were put up for sale later the same year, priced 
between £12 and £30.(235, 236) 

                                                 
235 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 28 December, 1903 
236 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Life carried on in Esperance in spite of the depression being felt by many. This photograph from 1904 shows a team of 
shearers hard at work at the Dempster Brothers’ Lake Wheatfield wool shed to the northeast of Esperance.(237) 

 

  

                                                 
237 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Men at work at the salt mines on Lake Hillier, Middle Island, circa 1904. Note the horse or donkey drawn tramline being 
used to move the salt harvest from the lakes edge to vessels waiting in nearby Goose Island Bay.(238) 

  

                                                 
238 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum, Digital Editing and Corrections Courtesy Jon Creedon 
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All quiet on the eastern front - a photograph taken from the balcony of the Grace Darling Hotel looking south along The 
Esplanade in 1904. Aside from the few people seated on the balcony of the Esperance Hotel, the town appears deserted, 
testament to how life in Esperance had become much harder since the days of the early gold rushes.(239) 

  

                                                 
239 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Not a soul to be seen - Andrew Street on May 5, 1904. Although it appears deserted, many of the early settlers had 
invested everything they had in Esperance and still clung on in the hope that better times were just ahead.(240) 

  

                                                 
240 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum, Published in The Western Argus (Kalgoorlie), 10 May, 1904 
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A slow day on Andrew Street, as viewed from the Esperance Hotel on the corner of The Esplanade in 1908. Sadly for 
the town at the time, the only notable recent growth had been in the now iconic and proudly still standing Norfolk Island 
pine tree (left of picture), while the early settlers who had decided to stay were doing it tough. Note in particular the gaps 
in between the stores on the far side of Andrew Street, the result of many local businesses having abandoned 
Esperance, often in favour of Ravensthorpe.(241) 

  

                                                 
241 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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On October 30, 1908, the abolition of the Municipality of Esperance was made official when formal notice of the 
dissolution of the Municipality was published in the Government Gazette of Western Australia. From that point on, the 
Esperance Road Board - which later became the Shire of Esperance - assumed the governance roles formerly held by 
the Municipal Council.(242)  

                                                 
242 Image Courtesy Government Gazette of Western Australia, 30 October, 1908 
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The Period 1909 – 1929: Survival, the Mallee and the First World War 
The farming potential of the ‘Mallee country’ had long been proven by the success of the Grass Patch Farm in particular 
from as early as 1894, while earlier and larger pastoral leases throughout the broader district had demonstrated the 
grazing potential of the surrounding country for many years prior.(243, 244) In 1902, these factors were combined in a 
report on the ‘suitability for the settlement of the Esperance-Dundas country’ by James Wharton White which would 
culminate in a small land release near Grass Patch and Salmon Gums later that same year, however in the absence of 
rail and with Esperance still feeling the effects of a depression, little else would eventuate from this in the short term.(245, 

246) On February 11, 1909, the rail line connecting Coolgardie to Norseman was formally opened, and the perceived 
inevitable eventuality of an Esperance connection led to a heightened interest in the nearby farming land, particularly 
along the surveyed rail line.(247, 248) A local advocacy group, known as the Esperance Land Settlement League and 
chaired by James Wharton White, became heavily involved in the promotion of the Mallee country with the aim of 
inducing farming families to the area and the hope of reviving the struggling district, and slowly but surely word spread, 
and settlers started to trickle in.(249, 250, 251) 

In spite of the handful of new settlers in the district, an Australia wide census in 1911 recorded a grand total of only 435 
people across the Esperance Census District, which covered 29,840 square miles - 13,413 square miles more than the 
Shire boundaries of today - inclusive of the country “…to the south of the Dundas Townsite, and between the Phillips 
River goldfield in the west and the Eucla district in the east, and includes, also, the Fraser’s Range and Balladonia 
districts eastward of Norseman.”(252, 253) With the future of Esperance still delicately hanging in the balance, the highly 
anticipated railway was again a hot topic of discussion, and that same year a bill for the construction of the Norseman-
Esperance line was introduced and passed by the Legislative Assembly, though subsequently rejected by the Legislative 
Council. Rather than letting this finally destroy the community that these early settlers had built from the ground up, 
years of hardship and isolation had left the remnant few as an iron-willed population, and fortunately for Esperance as 
we know it today, these hardened locals did not simply accept this defeat, instead rallying yet again with a voice that 
would soon be heard.(254) 

With so much uncertainty surrounding the ongoing rail issue, 1913 would nonetheless see Esperance better connected 
with the outside world, albeit via a very different means. Under new legislation known as the Navigation Act of 1912, 
any vessel travelling to foreign waters, built in Australia or trading in Australian waters which was capable of carrying 
fifty or more persons was now required to be equipped for wireless communication. In order for the rollout of this new 
wireless communication technology to succeed, a series of land based relay facilities became necessary, and on July 
21, 1913, the Esperance Wireless Station (known today as the OTC Station or Overseas Telecommunications 
Commission Station) was commissioned, forming part of a network stretching from east to west across Australia and 
connected to the rest of the world via Darwin.(255, 256) 

On July 28, 1914, the outbreak of the Great War in Europe swiftly put the relative insignificance of the hardship being 
experienced in Esperance back into context. The new Esperance Wireless Station (OTC) was soon commandeered by 
the Navy, and in order to protect this now vital link in the network, a small guard was posted in the town just in case 
“…any of the German Kaiser’s roving ships of war decided to attack”. As was commonplace across the country, scores 

                                                 
243 The Grass Patch; Kayleen and Brendan Freeman - Faith, Hope & Reality (Penny Blumann, 1995) 
244 The Norseman Times, 10 December, 1898 
245 The West Australian, 3 April, 1902 
246 The Norseman Times, 9 September, 1902 
247 Coolgardie - Esperance Railway, Surveys & Field Books, C. H. Babington, 1903 et al (State Records Office of WA) 
248 The Norseman Times, 11 February, 1909 
249 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 30 June, 1909 
250 Report of the Royal Commission on the Mallee Belt and Esperance Lands (Royal Commission, 1917) 
251 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 21 July, 1910 
252 The Daily News (Perth), 19 May, 1911 
253 Census of the Commonwealth of Australia, Volume 1 - Statisticians Report (ABS, 1911) 
254 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 25 December, 1911 
255 The Seawatchers: The Story of Australia's Coast Radio Service (Lawrence Durrant, 1986) 
256 The West Australian, 25 January, 1913 
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of locals enlisted to fight, and before the war ended, many in the Esperance district would know the pain of losing friends, 
family and loved ones.(257, 258) 

In the meantime however, while war raged in Europe, life had to carry on in Esperance. With Norseman now linked to 
the goldfields and the rest of the state via rail, the formerly vital trade routes from Esperance to Norseman were now 
rarely used, and in effect, Esperance had become completely isolated. Among other areas in the Mallee, agriculture in 
the budding Scaddan district was showing promising signs. With teamsters and travellers on the track between 
Esperance and the goldfields now all but a relic of the past, Fred Gilmore, who had built and run the Lake View Hotel 
about half way between Salmon Gums and Dundas twenty years prior, decided to relocate and revitalise his business 
by constructing a Temperance Hotel in what would later become the town of Scaddan.(259, 260) Scaddan, originally known 
as ‘the 30 Mile’ in reference to the distance from Esperance to one of the early water condensers on the Norseman 
track, derived its name from the Premier of the day, John ‘Jack’ Scaddan, and it was his Government which would 
eventually see a railway constructed from Salmon Gums through to Esperance.(261, 262) 

Developing farm land all the way through to Salmon Gums was showing good potential, and it was a commonly held 
sentiment that the agricultural possibilities alone justified the need for a rail in order to make these properties and their 
produce financially viable.(263) On February 10, 1915, the West Australian Parliament finally assented to legislation 
known as the Esperance Northwards Railway Act which had been tabled several years prior and in effect, approved a 
sixty mile stretch of rail from Esperance to Salmon Gums, terminating near the old 58 Mile Condenser. (264, 265) The 
following month, Premier Scaddan and a ministerial party arrived in Esperance and were heartily welcomed as a result 
of the hope that this new rail gave the district, while the news that the Scaddan Government intended to fight for a rail 
extending all the way through to Norseman only added to the excitement felt in the town.(266) The first shipload of 
materials for the Esperance Northwards Railway arrived in September 1915, and construction on the new line 
commenced with a formal ‘turning of the first sod’ ceremony held on Saturday, March 4, 1916.(267, 268) For a variety of 
political reasons, though also as a direct result of the shortage of man power available during the Great War, it would 
however be many years before the Esperance Northwards Railway was completed, and more than a decade before the 
final connections were made between this section and the goldfields to the north.(269, 270) 

With minimal progress being made on the rail, the big news for Esperance in 1916 came in the form of the Royal 
Commission on the Mallee Belt and Esperance Lands, a report produced by a committee chaired by Charles Edward 
Dempster Junior, the son of ‘Edward’ Dempster (Charles Edward Dempster Senior, who had passed away in 1907) 
who, together with his brothers William and Andrew, had explored the area in 1863 and would settle nearby the following 
year.(271, 272) In spite of the ominous sounding title, the report sought only to investigate the possibilities for increased 
farming in the ‘Mallee Belt’, and to advise the Minister for Industries on any experimental work that could potentially 
further encourage such development. The committee interviewed selectors and farmers from across the Esperance 
district seeking to collate and learn from their intimate knowledge of the area, and their findings were later released in 
July 1917 together with a long list of recommendations including, among others, the immediate progression and 
continuation of the railway through to Norseman and an array of financial assistance measures to be made available to 
selectors.(273) While the Royal Commission’s report painted an interesting picture as to how the early settlers were faring 
in their development of the broader district, as a standalone document, the report and the recommendations therein 
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could do little to entice additional settlement, much of which was still dependant on the completion of the Esperance 
Northwards Railway, which would in turn demonstrate to prospective settlers that the Government had confidence in 
the potential of the area for agriculture.(274)  

On November 11, 1918, an armistice in Europe finally saw the Great War brought to an end, though at the cost of 
millions of lives.(275) During the course of the war, seventy-eight men from the Esperance district had enlisted, and of 
these, twenty had been killed in action.(276) For those who had survived, limited local assistance was made available for 
the repatriation of returned soldiers in some of the developing farming country, however this was not made easy, not 
well promoted and the scheme was initially further restricted to those men who were “bona fide residents prior to 
enlistment”, thus doing nothing to entice new settlers to the Esperance district.(277, 278) In spite of this, a number of 
returned soldiers still made the decision to settle nearby in the years following, primarily in the hope that construction 
on the Esperance Northwards Railway would soon recommence, and that in so doing, this would breathe a renewed life 
into the area.(279)  

Nearer to town, the local salt works had battled on through many of the more difficult times in the as yet brief history of 
Esperance, and in the years following the war, this ever-reliable industry was able to provide at least a small amount of 
employment.(280, 281) In the company of whaling and sealing, salt mining from Lake Hillier on Middle Island had been 
among the oldest industries operating in the district, having initially been carried out to preserve pelts produced by the 
sealing trade in the early nineteenth century, though later being extracted for commercial sale in its own right.(282, 283, 284) 
In Esperance itself, commercial salt mining from Pink Lake (Lake Spencer) had begun in 1896 following the formation 
of a syndicate headed by the highly entrepreneurial Edward James McCarthy who had arrived in town while Esperance 
was still thriving on the back end of the rush to the goldfields.(285) By 1920, salt mining was reported to have become 
“practically the only industry in town”, as the small community continued to suffer from the effects of ongoing segregation 
from the rest of the state, however the developing agricultural areas and trade possibilities reopened on the back of the 
imminent railway would soon revive the ailing fortunes of Esperance.(286, 287) 

By 1921, the local population had increased from 435 in 1911 to a total of 713 across the district, or at least, that was 
what the census data showed. More accurately however, in the interim, the sparse population throughout the broader 
area surrounding had seen the boundaries of the Esperance Census District expanded from 29,840 square miles in 
1911 to cover a total of 46,120 square miles in the 1921 census, rendering any comparison between the two censuses 
obsolete. With a vastly increased sample area in 1921, the larger catchment would have inflated the total population 
count, and in any case, growth in the district to this point in time had been noticeably slow due to continued isolation 
and the ongoing struggle to connect Esperance to the goldfields by rail.(288) 

Construction on the Esperance Northwards Railway had finally recommenced in early 1921 after having been placed 
on an indefinite hiatus several years earlier. In part, this “temporary hold” had been due to the war, though many of the 
more vocal locals believed that it was directly the result of the same vested political interests that had held the rail and 
Esperance back in the first place. Irrespective of these setbacks and a few similar issues the following year, by 1923, 
“full working order” on the rail construction had been restored, and talk about the district was now shifting to the Salmon 
Gums to Norseman section on the railway line; the aptly named “missing link” which would finally connect Esperance 
with the goldfields and the rest of the state.(289) On December 31, 1924, this missing link in the form of the Norseman-
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Salmon Gums Railway Act was finally assented to by Parliament, and this marked the beginning of a new chapter in 
the history of Esperance.(290, 291) 

As the Esperance Northwards Railway progressed steadily towards completion, five new townsites had been 
periodically surveyed and Gazetted by the middle of 1925 at a select handful of the rail sidings, including Gibson 
(Gazetted October, 1921), Scaddan (February, 1924), Grass Patch (August, 1923), Red Lake (August, 1922) and 
Salmon Gums (February, 1925). A Government Reserve had also been set aside for a townsite at Fleming Grove 
(Reserve 16785 - shown on maps as either “Fleming Grove” or “Bostock” just to the north of Gibson) in 1917, though 
for reasons unknown this would never develop beyond a rail siding. In the years following, towns would also be surveyed 
at the Truslove (Gazetted March, 1927), Dowak (August, 1928) and Circle Valley sidings, though the latter was never 
formally Gazetted. In some cases, as quickly as land had become available in these new townsites, speculators had 
been just as swift to pounce on and develop some of the better locations, hoping to capitalise when the imminent rail 
links to the goldfields eventuated.(292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297, 298, 299, 300)   

By mid 1925, the Esperance Northwards Railway line had finally been completed, and construction on the Norseman to 
Salmon Gums section was able to start soon after. With the Government now beginning to invest in critical infrastructure 
throughout the area, a renewed public interest soon followed, and a new wave of settlers began to arrive.(301, 302) In 
Grass Patch and Salmon Gums, new hotels to replace the now redundant wayside inns were soon under construction, 
as were stores, post offices and a variety of other buildings in both of these locations as well as at Red Lake, Truslove 
and Circle Valley.(303, 304) Encouraged by the rail and the seemingly boundless prospects of the developing district, this 
flood of new settlers had also brought with it an array of young families, and with such large numbers arriving throughout 
the Mallee, education quickly became a priority. Accordingly, and with a good deal of pressure on the Education 
Department from vocal district progress associations, in the ensuing years new schools were soon periodically 
established in several of these budding farming centres, including those at Grass Patch (1927 to 1934 and 1966 to 
2016), Rich Meadows (1927 to 1942), Claverly (1917 to 1936), East Circle Valley (1928 to 1946), East Dowak (1930 to 
1931), Kumarl (1932 to 1941), Red Lake / West Red Lake (1927 to 1945), Truslove (1932 to 1941), Salmon Gums (1926 
to present) and West Scaddan (Lake Echo, 1934 to 1949).(305) 

Esperance itself was also reaping the benefits, and for the first time in a long time, business in the formerly sleepy port 
was once more steadily improving. By early 1927, works on the Norseman-Salmon Gums Railway were all but finished, 
and in the evening of February 11 that year, the “first through train” arrived in Esperance from Coolgardie, signifying the 
informal completion of “the missing link” between Esperance and the goldfields.(306) A formal ceremony celebrating the 
completion of the full line was later held on Saturday, September 10, 1927, and from that point on, tourism and trade 
through the port once again became major industries in the town.(307) Although travel by train initially took the better part 
of a full day to get from Kalgoorlie to Esperance, the railway nonetheless represented a vast improvement on any other 
transportation method available at the time, and the service quickly gained in popularity.(308) In an effort to improve the 
speed of the service, a special express train known as the ‘Esperance Flyer’ - capable of doing the trip from Kalgoorlie 
to the coast in thirteen hours - was soon put into operation during holiday periods, and this quickly became a favoured 
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form of travel for those escaping the heat of the goldfields for a breath of fresh air by the coast.(309, 310) One authoritative 
contemporary account, expressing a commonly held sentiment, recorded that had the rail been built “…ten or fifteen 
years earlier, the Esperance-Goldfields area would today be carrying probably a hundred thousand people” and then 
further added that “…no Soviet or Bolshevik Government could have treated a community of settlers worse than the 
Esperance settlers were treated by centralising Perth Governments.”(311) Whatever the case, prospects in Esperance 
and the broader district were now looking brighter than they had for many years, and little by little, the signs of progress 
began to reappear in the town once more.(312)  

By 1928, on the back of an increase in trade, talk about the town had shifted to the need for a new jetty in order to cope 
with increasing exports from the new Mallee farms and the goldfields, as the original ‘Town Jetty’ off James Street lacked 
sufficient depth for larger vessels and was nearing the end of its useful structural life.(313) While it would still be several 
years before this hypothetical new jetty would come to fruition, interest in Esperance had stirred once more, and a new 
wave of investment in the town soon ensued. The following year, the increasing tourist trade from the goldfields saw a 
new two storey Pier Hotel constructed to replace its single storey predecessor, which itself had been a ‘temporary’ 
replacement when the original and larger version had burnt down many years prior, and it seemed that this renewed 
optimism was beginning to have flow on effects throughout the town. Ever so briefly, the town once more had its own 
newspaper with the first publication of the Esperance Echo, while planning for a new hospital was also in the works and 
even technology seemed to be on the improve, with the Bijou Theatre screening its first 'talkie' film entitled 'Domestic 
Troubles' that same year.(314, 315, 316, 317, 318)  

This period of prosperity in Esperance was to be unfortunately cut short however, as, in October 1929, the Wall Street 
stock market in the United States crashed, and the effects of this would soon be felt around the world as the infamous 
Great Depression began to set in.(319, 320) In its wake, the burgeoning agricultural areas in the Esperance Mallee would 
suffer greatly in the coming years, with one Salmon Gums pioneer recalling that “…wheat cost two shillings and nine 
pence a bushel to produce, but the farmers were only receiving one shilling and eight pence a bushel for it. Wool was 
fetching ten pence, and the poor unfortunate farmers - the primary producers - were living on boiled wheat and molasses 
plus a few birds. I suppose only twenty five percent of them remained on their farms…"(321, 322)  

Esperance itself would also suffer immeasurably during the Great Depression, and many who had invested everything 
in land surrounding the town were soon forced to default on their bills when the perceived worth of their land dropped 
below the cost of mortgage repayments or outstanding rates. In some cases, where rates had been outstanding for 
several years, ownership reverted to the Road Board, who would then offer the blocks up for sale to cover the value of 
the unpaid rates, some being offered at prices as low as four shillings and sixpence. With such low prices, goldfields 
investors were occasionally rumoured to have bought up a whole street.(323, 324) The ‘Esperance Store’, once a thriving 
hub of business on Andrew Street, increasingly became reliant on credit terms in order to continue trading, and many 
others were soon forced to take similar measures or leave the area for good, as life in Esperance had once more become 
a struggle for survival.(325, 326, 327, 328) 
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Photographs showing two of the earliest farms in the Mallee - the Grass Patch Farm (top, homestead in the background) 
and the Lewis family’s Circle Valley Farm circa mid 1910.(329)  

                                                 
329 Photographs Courtesy The Western Argus (Kalgoorlie), 7 June, 1910 
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A group of businessmen and prospective settlers from Norseman on their way to view the new farming lands to the 
north of Esperance, circa 1910.(330) 

  

                                                 
330 Photograph Courtesy The Western Argus (Kalgoorlie), 20 December, 1910 
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Many of the early Mallee settlers arrived in the district with all their worldly possessions on horse and cart - this 
photograph shows the Dwyer brothers on the way to their selection in Grass Patch, circa 1911.(331, 332, 333, 334) 
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”We Want the Esperance Railway” - a group of settlers wait on the arrival of the Attorney General at the Grass Patch 
Homestead to advocate the case for the Esperance railway on February 21, 1912.(335) 

  

                                                 
335 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Farms surveyed near Scaddan, Truslove, Swan Lagoon and Grass Patch, as shown on an extract from a survey dated 
October 11, 1912.(336) 

  

                                                 
336 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Mechanised clearing was a rare site in the early days of Mallee settlement - these photographs show what was then a 
more common bullock team pulling a much less common and very large roller known as “Dreadnought” on William 
Baker’s farm, Fitzgerald Location 523 near Scaddan, circa 1912 (bottom) and a 25 horsepower oil tractor (top), one of 
the few tractors in the district at the time, towing an even larger series of rollers circa 1913.(337, 338)  
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A plan dated February 1913, marketing a subdivision in ‘Newtown’ (now Castletown), which had been surveyed back in 
the mid 1890’s and was previously known as the Hampton township.(339, 340) ‘Newtown’ was a reference to the area being 
a breakaway ‘new town’ in relation to the existing ‘Government township’ of Esperance, while the name ‘Castletown’ 
relates to the 2nd Lord Castletown who was a “leading member of the [Hampton Plains] Syndicate”, the company that 
had initially commenced developing the area in 1893/94.(341, 342, 343, 344)  
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The Esperance Wireless Station (‘OTC Wireless Station’) under construction (top) and as it appeared in the Kalgoorlie 
Western Argus on August 12, 1913, less than a month after it was commissioned.(345, 346) 

  

                                                 
345 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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An extract from a survey dated August 13, 1913 showing the development and expansion of agricultural areas near 
Salmon Gums, just to the north of Grass Patch.(347) 

  

                                                 
347 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Farm land along the South Coast Highway and in the Telegraph Road area between Dalyup and Esperance being 
thrown open for selection on October 15, 1913.(348) 

  

                                                 
348 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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In spite of the difficult times in the brief history of Esperance, salt had long been a mainstay in keeping the wheels of 
local industry rolling along. These photographs, circa 1913/14, show the salt harvest from Pink Lake (top) and further 
bags ready to be shipped near the Bonded Store and Goods Shed on James Street.(349)  

                                                 
349 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A photograph of the public reception held in honour of the ministerial party (top) who were in town for the ‘Turning of the 
First Sod’ ceremony (bottom) which took place near Hannett’s Point, and marked the formal commencement of the 
Esperance Northwards Railway in March 1916.(350) 

  

                                                 
350 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum, Digital Editing and Corrections Courtesy Jon Creedon 
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A map dated November 10, 1920 showing how land surrounding the townsite of Esperance had been developed and 
divided by that point in time.(351)   

                                                 
351 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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One of the early surveys of Gibson, Gazetted as a townsite in October 1921.(352) The town took its name from nearby 
Gibson’s Soak, which itself had been named after Billy Gibson who is believed to have discovered “The Soak” in or 
about 1894.(353, 354) 
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With the imminent completion of the Esperance Northwards Railway connecting the Mallee to the port and a connection 
through to the goldfields now thought to be inevitable, additional farming land near the surveyed rail line was thrown 
open for selection by the State Government, courtesy of the Esperance Land Agency. This survey shows farms on and 
near the famed Poverty Lane in Salmon Gums being opened for selection in April 1922.(355) 

                                                 
355 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A survey dated November 9, 1922 showing the Red Lake rail siding - named after the ‘Red Lake’ to the north - which 
had been Gazetted as a townsite in August of that same year.(356, 357) 
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Taken in 1923, this series of photographs shows construction underway on the Esperance Northwards Railway. Outside 
the Bonded Store & Goods Shed in Esperance, a team can be seen preparing rail sleepers (top), while others ready 
themselves to leave (second from top) as their camp is shifted to the rail head (third) ten miles out of town, where men 
were already busily at work laying the line (bottom).(358)  

                                                 
358 Photographs Courtesy The Western Mail (Perth), 22 February, 1923 
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An early survey of Grass Patch, Gazetted as a townsite in August 1923.(359) Although initially Gazetted as the ‘Warden’ 
townsite, the first farm in that area had been known as ‘the Grass Patch’ for almost three decades by that point and, by 
popular demand, the name of the town was soon changed accordingly.(360)  

                                                 
359 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 3 August, 1923 
360 Image Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
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An early survey showing the Scaddan townsite which would be formally Gazetted in February 1924.(361) Originally known 
as ‘the 30 Mile’ in reference to the nearby water condenser being 30 miles from Esperance, the name of the area was 
later changed to Scaddan circa 1912 to honour the Premier of the day, John ‘Jack’ Scaddan.(362) 

                                                 
361 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 15 February, 1924 
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An early survey dated showing Salmon Gums, Gazetted as a townsite in February 1925.(363) A prominent belt of Salmon 
Gums in the area created a landmark for travellers to the goldfields, and the name itself was popularised by the 
construction of the original Salmon Gums Hotel (wayside inn) in 1896.(364) 
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36 new farms - Locations 995 to 1030 in the vicinity of Quast Road to the north of Salmon Gums - which opened for 
selection in December 1925.(365)  

                                                 
365 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 0614 Consignment No. 5698) 
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A survey dated January 21, 1927 showing the Truslove rail siding which was Gazetted as a townsite in March that same 
year.(366) The town was named after the first policeman in Esperance, Constable George Truslove, and the spelling error 
in the name of the town (as shown on the survey above) was later officially corrected in 1933.(367) 
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Charlotte Shaw’s general store in the Truslove townsite, built circa 1927. The sign above the door simply reads “C. E. 
Shaw & Co, Truslove” (Charlotte Elizabeth Shaw), while advertisements for “Bronze Wing” wireless radios can be seen 
attached to the façade of the building.(368, 369, 370)  
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370 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Construction underway on the “missing link” on February 4, 1927 - this section of rail would finally connect Salmon 
Gums to Norseman, though more broadly and perhaps more importantly, it would finally see Esperance connected to 
the goldfields and the rest of Western Australia.(371, 372)  

                                                 
371 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum (Similar Image Published in The Australasian (Melbourne), 4 August, 1923) 
372 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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“The First Through Train to Esperance” arrived in the evening of February 11, 1927 and marked a long awaited and 
important day in the history of Esperance, whose people had been desperately clamouring for a rail connection to the 
goldfields for more than thirty years. Little by little, the small station soon brought life to the town once more.(373, 374) 

                                                 
373 Photograph Courtesy Mrs Beverley Riley 
374 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 



 

 
    Page | 127 
 
 

 

In September 1927, following completion of the Norseman-Salmon Gums Railway, an official opening ceremony was 
held to commemorate the opening of the line, which at long last connected Esperance to the goldfields.(375)   

  

                                                 
375 Photographs Courtesy The Western Mail (Perth), 22 September, 1927 
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The Member for Kanowna, Mr Thomas Walker (top), delivering what was no doubt a rousing speech at the official 
opening of the Norseman to Esperance railway line on Saturday, September 10, 1927. Philip Collier (bottom, addressing 
the crowd), at that stage the Premier of Western Australia, then had the honour of driving a train through outstretched 
streamers laid across the track to mark the occasion and formally declare the line open.(376, 377)  

                                                 
376 The Western Mail (Perth), 22 September, 1927 
377 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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These photographs, dating from 1927 (top, also published in The Western Mail, September 22, 1927) and 1929 
respectively, show what was then a very recent addition to the town; the revered site of the Esperance War Memorial.(378, 

379) 

                                                 
378 The Western Mail (Perth), 22 September, 1927 
379 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A newspaper advertisement from August 1928 showing farm land being opened for selection to the north of the Dowak 
and Salmon Gums townsites between the Kumarl and Beete rail sidings - today, this area forms the northernmost 
section of agricultural land in the Shire of Esperance.(380)   

                                                 
380 Image Courtesy The Sunday Times (Perth), 5 August, 1928 
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An extract from a survey dated August 16, 1928 showing the Dowak townsite just to the north of Salmon Gums. Gazetted 
that same month, Dowak was named after the Noongar word for a waddy or throwing stick.(381, 382, 383) 

  

                                                 
381 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 10 August, 1928 
382 Summary of the Origins for Town Names in Western Australia (www.landgate.wa.gov.au), Retrieved 2016 
383 Image Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
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Stores at the Red Lake townsite, one of which (top, circa 1929) was another of the Daw family’s chain of general stores, 
which is advertising as a grocery, an agent for the Commonwealth Bank, Post Office and Kodak photography, and now 
resides in the Esperance Museum Village. The other (bottom, as signed) is Holman & Co’s store a little further along 
the street.(384)  

  
                                                 
384 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 



 

 
    Page | 133 
 
 

 

 

Emil Nulsen and Maurie Barker’s general store (bottom) near the Circle Valley rail siding (top - note the buildings in the 
distance), which was never formally Gazetted as a townsite. One of the two signs (bottom photograph, top right) simply 
states Post Office, while the other advertises a bank.(385)  

                                                 
385 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A field survey dating to August 1929 showing town lots at the Circle Valley rail siding, which, for reasons unknown, was 
never formally Gazetted as a townsite. Note in particular the two stores and the district agricultural hall shown on the 
survey, the latter of which had formally opened in January, 1929.(386, 387) 

                                                 
386 The Kalgoorlie Miner, 1 February, 1929 
387 Image Courtesy Field Book No. 9492, K. A. McWhae, 1929 (Landgate, Western Australia) 
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A 1930 survey showing the never Gazetted “Kumarl Townsite” which comprised precisely two lots - one set aside for an 
agricultural hall, the other being demarcated on the plan as the site of a house.(388)  

                                                 
388 Kumarl Townsite - Crown Survey 52865; Approved 5 March, 1930 (Landgate, Western Australia) 
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The Period 1930 – 1949: The Great Depression and Second World War 
While the world suffered through the worst of the Great Depression, in Esperance and the surrounding countryside, 
many of the locals were struggling to find employment, let alone to achieve a reasonable standard of living for 
themselves and their families. In lieu of cash which was becoming difficult to come by, barter became an increasingly 
popular necessity, and a great deal of produce began to be exchanged without any money changing hands. Bartering 
could not cover mortgage repayments however, and unfortunately for a great number of the early pioneering settlers, 
the increasing weight of debt hovering above them soon saw many families forced off their land.(389) For those 
determined to battle through however, rabbits, which had reached plague proportions in many parts of the country, were 
easily trapped or shot and often provided a cheap source of food, while their pelts occasionally held sufficient value to 
assist in supplementing an ailing income, if a market could be found.(390) 

Times were tough across Australia, and in an attempt to counter the rising tide of unemployment which shadowed the 
Great Depression, the Government implemented a “sustenance work” initiative. The scheme was based on rotating 
unemployed individuals through a bare minimum of sufficient paid work in order to ensure that as many people as 
possible who were impacted by unemployment could sustain both themselves and their families for a given period or at 
least until they found alternative work.(391) Sustenance work itself commonly involved employment on Government 
infrastructure projects, and by mid 1931, 2,852 men were said to be employed under this scheme across the country, 
supporting an estimated 6,000 families, while in the coming years with unemployment ever on the rise, these numbers 
were set to explode.(392, 393) In and around Esperance, dependant on their skillsets, men from ‘sustenance crews’ such 
as these from all over the state were set to work on tasks such as road construction, seasonal wheat lumping and, 
perhaps most notably, construction on what would later become known as the Tanker Jetty.(394, 395, 396) 

In spite of the difficult times, and although the Esperance Census District had been reduced in area to less than a quarter 
of what it once covered - 46,120 square miles in the 1921 census down to 11,048 square miles - by 1933 the population 
in the revised district had in fact risen from 713 to a total of 949. This was in spite of the fact that much of the budding 
and northernmost Mallee country was now counted with Dundas, inclusive of northern Circle Valley and all of Salmon 
Gums and Dowak, which boasted populations of 151, 255 and 141 respectively. The impact that the Great Depression 
was to have on Esperance would however be made vastly clearer by the following census a little over a decade later, 
which for the same area recorded a total of only 796 people across the district - 153 less than were recorded in the 1933 
census.(397, 398, 399)  

Following the completion of the railway through to Coolgardie several years prior, an agitation had been stirring in 
Esperance seeking construction of a new jetty off Hannett’s Point, with the old jetty off James Street having since passed 
its prime. In 1932, the local member, Emil Nulsen, had advised Parliament that there was a strong possibility of the 
James Street jetty collapsing “at any moment”, and in combination with a vocal public, recent large scale investment in 
the district, and in light of the fact that new infrastructure projects were desperately needed to bolster the struggling 
Western Australian economy, the Government listened. On January 29, 1934, construction on the Tanker Jetty 
commenced with a formal ‘driving of the first pile’ ceremony, and from there, works proceeded at a rapid pace, with all 
2,867 feet being completed and formally opened the following year on April 13, 1935.(400, 401, 402) 

Although the new jetty, the railway and wheat exports from the budding Mallee farm land were promising great things 
for the future of the district, during the Great Depression life was hard and most Australians were struggling, with 
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Esperance residents being no exception. The ever-reliable salt works at Pink Lake continued to provide at least some 
employment, while the town still supported a few different stores, a flour mill, ice works, cordial factory, market gardens, 
dairy, hotels, boarding houses, cafes, bakeries and a garage, among other enterprises. With cash being in increasingly 
short supply, it was not uncommon for people to work two jobs; farmers owned butchers' shops, the undertakers were 
plumbers in their spare time and the picture theatre operators were auctioneers and ‘wharfies’, the latter of which the 
town had to provide to ensure that shipping could come through Esperance.(403, 404) 

On September 3, 1939, as the effects of the Great Depression were beginning to dissipate, Australia once more became 
embroiled in conflict following the outbreak of World War II. This would act as a major catalyst for change both in the 
Esperance region and around the world as scores of men once more made their way to a fight on foreign shores, many 
of whom would never see their homes again.(405) Early the following year, with mainland defence now being a pressing 
concern, the ongoing war led to the site of the current Esperance Airport being developed, the concept of which had 
been proposed more than a decade earlier.(406, 407, 408, 409) Aircraft had been to Esperance in the years prior to the war, 
either landing on Pink Lake if conditions permitted or “in the landing paddock” slightly nearer to the present airport, 
however, in the event of an aerial invasion, this new aerodrome gave the RAAF a dedicated local site from which to 
base their operations.(410, 411) On the off chance that the Japanese attempted to use the new landing strip during such 
an invasion, iron barricades were soon installed along the runways which, in effect, rendered the new airfield unusable 
for landing without ground support first being in place to remove the barriers.(412, 413)  

While the majority of the Australian defence forces focussed their attentions on guarding our northern shores, the 
prospect of an invasion from the south was indeed a possibility, with this being only lightly guarded at best.(414) The fear 
of invasion was not entirely unfounded either, and both Japanese and German war ships had indeed scouted the area; 
one famously documented case involving a submarine firing on the British merchant vessel Katoomba to the east-
southeast of Albany in August 1942, while another Japanese vessel had come within striking distance of Esperance, 
with a contemporary later recalling that “…a friend of mine was telling me that he was on a Japanese ship in the 
Fremantle Harbour [after the war]… and one of the Japanese engineers showed him a picture and said, ‘Do you know 
where this place is?’, and he said, ‘Yes, I know that, that’s the islands down at Esperance’, and he said, ‘Yes, I took that 
during the war’, so they [the Japanese navy] were there”.(415, 416, 417) 

Over the course of the war, many locals had joined up to fight, and among the larger individual contributions to the war 
effort was that of the Starcevich family of Grass Patch from which four sons had enlisted, with seven of the eight sons 
all serving in the military at various stages.(418) Perhaps the most renowned of these became the actions of Private Tom 
Starcevich, who, in June 1945, while engaged in combat as part of the capture of Beaufort in North Borneo, had fallen 
under heavy fire from well entrenched Japanese machine gun posts. With his company pinned down, and with no 
thought for his own safety, Private Starcevich, a Bren gunner, had counter-attacked, storming, assaulting and defeating 
each of these posts while under fire, and for his actions, he would later receive the Victoria Cross for bravery.(419, 420) In 
spite of the horrors they had faced during the war, Tom Starcevich and his brothers Joe, Ivan and George who had also 
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served were all lucky enough to make it home alive, however many others from across the district were tragically less 
fortunate.(421, 422)  

On May 8, 1945, Germany formally unconditionally surrendered in Berlin, and so ended the war in Europe while the war 
in Asia raged on against the Japanese.(423) After initially refusing any terms of surrender, the devastation caused by the 
bombing of the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the United States on August 6 and 9 respectively soon 
led to an informal surrender from Japan on August 15, 1945, bringing with it an imminent end to the war in Asia and 
signalling a complete victory to the Allied Forces.(424) With World War II now at an end, servicemen were soon returning 
to their homes, and repatriation and soldier settlement were again brought to the forefront of Government thinking. 
Locally, as had been the case following World War I, further expansion of the virgin agricultural areas surrounding 
Esperance was once more considered under a soldier settlement scheme, although the process would prove to be long, 
drawn out and slow.(425) Technology on the other hand had advanced at a rapid pace during World War II, and on the 
back of this, an increased level of mechanisation began to filter its way through to the country soon after the war, 
gradually phasing out horse and bullock teams as they were slowly made obsolete. Tractors, bulldozers and a variety 
of other machines, once rare sites across the district, were now clearing and working land with considerably more ease 
and far more efficiency than horse or hand ever had. For those who could afford these modern luxuries, this meant that 
it was now possible for farming families to expand their operations quite extensively.(426, 427)  

In the wake of World War II, though primarily as a direct impact of the Great Depression, by 1947 the local population 
had fallen to only 796 people across the entire district; a drop of 153 since the previous census in 1933. With Esperance 
still reeling from the localised depression that had hit just before the turn of the century, this was a massive dent in an 
already ailing community, and for many residents, the future of the district again looked uncertain at best. While it fell 
outside what was then the Esperance Census District, one location that had suffered particularly badly during the Great 
Depression was the developing farming country around Salmon Gums, which in 1933, had recorded a healthy enough 
population of 255, a figure which would plummet to 118 by 1947. This pattern had been fairly typical across much of the 
broader region, and although the exact numbers of people who had no choice but to leave will never be known, the real 
low point would have occurred at some stage during the Great Depression nearly a decade prior, with the population 
having rebounded during the more optimistic years post World War II. For those with the ability, the finances and the 
fortitude to battle through these more difficult times, life went on, and better times for Esperance were waiting just around 
the corner.(428, 429, 430, 431) 
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The newly completed rail line brought with it a renewed life to Esperance and the broader district, and to this day, trade 
through the port via the rail network continues to be vital to the local economy. This photograph, circa 1930, shows 
bagged wheat being loaded onto ships from the old ‘Town Jetty’ off James Street, which would soon be made obsolete 
by the Tanker Jetty as it neared the end of its useful working life.(432)  

                                                 
432 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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In the midst of the Great Depression, January 29, 1934 was a red letter day for Esperance, with a formal ceremony held 
to mark the ‘driving of the first pile’ on the new Tanker Jetty, the replacement for the Town Jetty off James Street. 
Although hard times still lay ahead, the new jetty, the new railway and what these represented for the future of the district 
gave the local residents hope that better things were yet to come.(433)  

                                                 
433 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The official opening ceremony (top) for the new Tanker Jetty was held on April 13, 1935, a little over a year after 
construction had formally commenced.(434) 

  

                                                 
434 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Published in 1941 alongside the headline “Defying Hitler”, this cheeky sketch illustrated a broader article on the effects 
of World War II in Esperance which reported that “…the war, too, has played its part [in Esperance]… it has brought to 
the town a Royal Australian Air Force aerodrome [the Esperance Airport] which offers possibilities of future greatness 
when some post-war airline may be persuaded to use the excellent aerodrome which it needed a war to create.”(435) 

                                                 
435 Image Courtesy The Western Mail (Perth), 20 February, 1941 
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Other airline companies had tried and failed, however Airlines (WA) Ltd was the first Regular Public Transport company 
to service Esperance on a more permanent basis. On July 16, 1943, VH-ADG, a four seater De Havilland DH 90 
Dragonfly piloted by Captain John Moore flew the inaugural Airlines (WA) Ltd service from Perth to Esperance. This 
photograph taken at the Esperance Airport circa 1945 shows an eight seater DH 89 Dragon Rapide, VH-UZY, the plane 
that replaced VH-ADG on the Esperance route.(436) 

  

                                                 
436 Photograph Courtesy Geoff Goodall Collection 
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Private Tom Starcevich (front row, second from right) holding his Bren gun and surrounded by men from his unit in June 
1945. On or about the date that this photograph was taken, Private Starcevich’s heroic actions in battle would earn him 
the Victoria Cross, the highest military honour in Australia.(437) 

   

                                                 
437 Photograph Courtesy Wikipedia: Tom Starcevich Monument (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Starcevich_Monument); Retrieved 2016  
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Looking across Pink Lake Road and over the Esperance School (left) and ‘Manual Training Room’ (right, formerly the 
Rich Meadows School building which stood northeast of the Grass Patch townsite) in 1947 - this was still well and truly 
the ‘outskirts’ of town at the time, however in the ensuing years, as the local population exploded, the rolling hills behind 
would gradually give way to school expansions and housing estates.(438)  

  

                                                 
438 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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An extract from a survey dated July 1947, showing the limited road networks that connected Esperance to the outside 
world at the time. A “second class road” (red line) connects Esperance to Norseman, while small networks of third and 
fourth class unsealed dirt tracks run east and west throughout the Mallee and Esperance surrounds.(439) 

  

                                                 
439 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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In honour of the locals who lost their lives during the Second World War, a Memorial Grove or ‘Memory Grove’ 
overlooking the beach at Blue Haven was established in 1947 and formally dedicated on December 7 that year. The 
plaque in the centre now stands at the new site of Memorial Grove near Lake Monjingup.(440) 

  

                                                 
440 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Constructed in 1948, Hunt’s Cannery, now the Cannery Arts Centre, attempted to captitalise on the salmon fishery on 
offer surrounding Esperance, and ever so briefly, this provided a new industry for the town.(441, 442)  

                                                 
441 Register of Heritage Places - Esperance Fish Cannery (State Heritage Office, 2016) 
442 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Adding colour to history - a series of rare coloured photographs produced circa the mid to late 1940’s showing (top) the 
Fresh Air League (formally opened on January 18, 1948) and the Tanker Jetty (commenced in 1934 and completed in 
1935).(443) 

 

                                                 
443 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Rare coloured views along Andrew Street (top) and over the town of Esperance from the Railway Reservoir (bottom), 
produced circa the mid to late 1940’s (note the absence of the Tanker Jetty in the bottom picture suggests that this 
image dates circa 1930, likely coloured and reproduced in the 1940’s as part of the broader series).(444) 

  

                                                 
444 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The Period 1950 – 1979: Modern Pioneers 
In the years following World War II, more than four hundred properties with more than a million acres of agricultural 
development potential in the Esperance area were reported to have been bought and set aside under soldier settlement 
schemes which aimed to reassimilate ex-servicemen back into a normal life.(445) While programs such as these would 
see hundreds of soldiers settled across the wheatbelt in the ensuing years, little would come of them at a local level in 
the short term, as, prior to any larger scale land releases near Esperance, scientific research was deemed essential to 
ensure that those who came to the district could do so with a viable model to base their operations on. In theory, the 
outcome of these studies would equate to the establishment of successful farms, and thus, in 1949, the Esperance 
Downs Research Station was established near Gibson.(446) Research from Esperance Downs soon showed that much 
of the soil throughout the area was marginally deficient in small ways, and that by simply addressing these deficiencies 
through the application of selected fertilisers and trace elements, quality farming country could be produced from land 
previously condemned as unsuitable for agriculture.(447, 448, 449)  

Small scale farming areas to the east and west of Esperance, including at Dalyup, Myrup and Doombup, had been 
released and running with varying levels of success since as early as 1896/97. In light of their steady progress and the 
recent findings by the Esperance Downs Research Station, extensive Government land releases to the east and west 
of Esperance began to follow, opening for selection from 1950 onwards.(450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 455) Lured by cheap land and 
a dream, new waves of settlers steadily began to arrive, and in the coming three decades alone, the population across 
the district was set to explode from a meagre 796 people pre 1950 to a massive 9,363 by 1981; an increase of over one 
thousand percent, and a boom by any standard.(456, 457) The town of Esperance itself also prospered on the back of the 
budding farmland, and over the same period there was a sizable spike in new housing developments and other building 
activity. This was initially limited to the suburb of Esperance in particular, then gradually spreading as time progressed 
into the suburbs of Castletown and later Chadwick, Nulsen and Sinclair.(458, 459, 460) 

In the meantime however, by 1954, uptake on the new farming country had been slower than anticipated, which in turn 
slowed further agricultural land releases and was reflected in census data that year which recorded a grand total of only 
1,087 people across the district; an increase of only 291 people since 1947.(461) By January 1956, an additional 82 new 
farming properties were reported to be “in the course of development” on the Esperance Plains, however this was far 
from the hopeful targets that locals had envisaged, and it seemed to many as though the area would never see the level 
of growth required to ensure the long term survival of the community. As if on cue, later that same year, an American 
businessman by the name of Allen Chase registered an interest on behalf of the Chase Syndicate in the development 
of further agricultural land within the area, and on November 19, 1956, the State Government entered into a formal 
agreement with the Syndicate’s company; Esperance Plains (Australia) Proprietary Limited. In effect, this agreement 
allowed the company to cheaply purchase and develop vast tracts of virgin farmland in the Esperance Plains, requiring 
only that at least half of each proposed block be cleared, cultivated and sown with pasture, while a house and water 
supply also had to be provided before these could be leased or purchased by prospective settlers.(462)  
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The Syndicate’s scheme appeared to offer a safer and more cost effective alternative to the ongoing, though slower, 
Government assisted settlement programs. With their formalised agreement in place, Government energies were able 
to be focused elsewhere, including on the provision of rural road networks, improvements to harbour facilities and in 
selecting, surveying and developing agricultural townsites. Following attempts to “hurry nature” through a spate of rapid 
and alternative style development on the project, and with a poor season partially to blame, the ‘Esperance Plains’ 
company soon folded, and in 1960 its interests were transferred to another subsidiary of the Chase Syndicate, the 
Esperance Land Development Company, or E.L.D. as it became known.(463) Over the next three decades, under E.L.D. 
management, more than four hundred new and larger farms to the east and west would be developed, and this would 
bring a multitude of new settlers to the area. More than this however, the investment that they and others began to pour 
into Esperance quickly became the catalyst that had been so desperately needed to revive both the ailing fortunes of 
the broader district and the town itself.(464, 465, 466) 

As had been the case with the settlement of the Mallee country to the north many years prior, as agriculture expanded 
in the Esperance Plains to the east and west, new townsites in several of the growing localities were deemed essential 
in selected districts. In the coming years, towns would be Gazetted in Coomalbidgup (Gazetted December, 1961), 
Dalyup (May, 1962), Condingup (May, 1963), Wharton (March, 1964), Shark Lake (March, 1967) and Cascade 
(November, 1976). By this stage however, significant improvements in technology, transportation and road networks 
meant that isolated outposts such as these were no longer as vital for the success of the new farming areas as they 
once had been for the developing Mallee communities, which had been heavily dependent on train services to bring 
machinery and supplies in, and produce out. With Esperance itself now being more readily accessible, and in the 
absence of rail sidings and the business brought by stopping trains, very few of these newer east to west towns - 
excluding the ‘isolated outpost’ of Condingup - would ever see any significant growth, with most of the trade from the 
new farming areas flowing directly through to Esperance instead, which thrived as a result.(467, 468, 469, 470, 471, 472) 

By 1961, with so much happening throughout the district, the population over the past decade had more than doubled 
to 2,285, and major improvements to the facilities, services and infrastructure in the town of Esperance itself were now 
essential.(473) Although still relatively new and in good shape, one such area in need of improvement were the shipping 
facilities on offer at the Tanker Jetty which, similar to its predecessor at James Street, had steadily become inadequate 
to cater to the ever increasing frequency and volume of exports and imports, as well as the sheer size and depth of the 
vessels that now docked there. Offering natural protection from the sea and an in situ granite supply, Dempster Head 
became the obvious choice for a new harbour. In 1962, construction formally commenced on a monumental project 
which included dredging for a new shipping channel, blasting on the headland, the building of an extensive granite 
breakwater and the reclamation of land for what would become the land backed wharf, all of which came at the expense 
of the dilapidated Town Jetty off James Street which would gradually be removed over the coming decades.(474, 475, 476) 

While works continued on the new port, Co-operative Bulk Handling (CBH) were busily developing a site that they had 
acquired nearer the Tanker Jetty in an effort to improve their own shipping capabilities through the town. The Co-
operative had previously built bulk grain storage facilities at Grass Patch and Salmon Gums, however with agriculture 
in the region now constantly growing and set to expand even further in the coming years, significant investment had 
become vital to ensure that the majority of the local harvest could be handled and shipped locally, rather than being 
railed to Fremantle which had been happening since the end of World War II. With this in mind, in 1962 the Co-operative 
built the first of their ‘horizontal storage depots’ on what was then still the outskirts of town near the Tanker Jetty, and 
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from there, produce from the Mallee and developing Esperance Plains was once more able to be stored, processed and 
shipped locally, and this would have a significant flow on effect in the local economy.(477, 478, 479) 

In the coming decade alone, the local population would more than triple, and with so much investment and so many 
new people now beginning to pour into the town and broader district en masse, the 1960’s became a period of great 
expansion for what had now become the Shire of Esperance.(480, 481, 482) An immense array of new clubs, associations, 
services and buildings in and around Esperance were soon established, among these being hundreds of new homes, 
the new hospital (1960), extensions to the Esperance School (Esperance Primary School, 1962/63), the Esperance 
Fertiliser Works (1964), a new Agricultural Hall (Greater Sports Ground, 1964), the Traveller’s Inn (1965), new 
Esperance Shire Council offices (1965/66), new newspapers (Esperance News Express commenced printing in May 
1965 and was later absorbed by the Esperance Advertiser, which ceased publication in 1974, the year after the 
Esperance Express - 1973 to current - commenced publication), a new courthouse (1967), a new Pier Hotel (1968/69) 
and many, many others. Plans were also underway for the development of the Esperance Seafront Caravan Park 
(1963), and this would shortly see the old camping ground at what is now Port Authority Park close as construction 
works on the Esperance Port began nearby. In keeping with the height of popular culture around the world, two new 
drive-in movie theatres were built in Castletown and Sinclair (“Esperance Drive-In” and “Pink Lake Drive-In”, 1965), and 
in tandem, these swiftly put an end to the motion pictures once enjoyed by many at the Bijou Theatre.(483, 484, 485) As the 
population boomed, so too did religion, and many new and larger churches became necessary to house their ever 
expanding flocks, among these being new Roman Catholic Churches in Esperance (1960), Grass Patch (1962), Salmon 
Gums (circa 1962 - both churches in Grass Patch and Salmon Gums were formally opened in 1963), Condingup (1968) 
and Coomalbidgup (1968). Not to be outdone, many other denominations also had their own new churches either 
planned or underway, including a new Church of England (Anglican Church) in both Salmon Gums (1962/63) and 
Esperance (1963), a Peoples Church in Esperance (1966), a new Methodist Church (Uniting Church) in Esperance 
(1970) a new Baptist Church in Esperance (1972), new Lutheran Churches in Gibson (1963) and Esperance (1973), 
new Seventh Day Adventist Churches in Grass Patch (1968) and Esperance (1973) and a new Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Church in Esperance itself (1974/75).(486, 487, 488, 489) 

Meanwhile, back in 1963, the American investment in Esperance was starting to pay off as the first of the new Esperance 
Land and Development Company (E.L.D.) properties began to sell, while the company was ever busily at work 
developing vast tracts of additional farmland.(490) With the new E.L.D. farms now selling, the port and land backed wharf 
starting to take shape and with so much more happening throughout the broader district, 1964 marked the centenary of 
settlement in Esperance - a hundred years since the Dempster Brothers had first settled in the broader area - and it 
seemed quite fitting that Esperance should be enjoying its single biggest period of prosperity around such an auspicious 
occasion.(491, 492)  

By the mid 1960’s, the Shire of Esperance boasted a population heading towards 5,000, and many more were still on 
their way.(493) With Esperance now a bustling hive of activity, works on the first land backed wharf were soon completed, 
and on November 19, 1965, the new Esperance Port was formally opened by then Premier of Western Australia, Sir 
David Brand. Esperance was once more a thriving place and, in March of the following year, the town received its first 
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royal visit when the Queen Mother toured Western Australia.(494) Perhaps more importantly however, at least for the 
immediate future of Esperance, the year 1966 also saw Western Mining Corporation commence development on a 
nickel mining project in Kambalda, and this would have substantial flow-on effects across the Shire, though particularly 
within the town of Esperance itself. A rail spur soon connected the new nickel mining operations to the Esperance 
railway line, and this in turn would lead to rapid and expansive development in both the town and the new Esperance 
Port.(495, 496, 497)  

With constantly rising interest in Esperance as the centre of an expanding farming district and developing port, central 
town blocks had again begun to increase in value. Rather tragically, many of the older historic buildings - among these 
being the once iconic Post Office and the Esperance School - either had or would soon be demolished around this 
period in time to make way for newer and larger replacements in an effort to ‘modernise’ the town while seeking to better 
cater to the needs of the ever growing masses. The Esperance School itself had transitioned into a junior high school 
in 1956, however so great and so rapid was the population growth in Esperance that by the mid 1960’s with more than 
a thousand students now on the roll, two new schools were warranted in the town. Castletown Primary School (1966) 
and the Esperance Senior High School (1965/66) were thus both formally opened during a series of ceremonies held 
on October 7, 1966, with the program for the day also including a re-opening of the Grass Patch Primary School and an 
additional ceremony held to mark the opening of the Jerdacuttup Primary School (Shire of Ravensthorpe) the following 
day.(498, 499, 500, 501, 502) With dwindling numbers, many of the Mallee schools established in the decades prior had been 
forced to close as the population plummeted during the Great Depression, however as Esperance and the surrounding 
district found itself in the midst of a revival, the mid 1960’s and early 1970’s would see new schools opened to take their 
place. The reaches of education had also started to branch out into the developing agricultural areas to the east and 
west, with a new primary school built in Condingup (built in 1964 to replace a small school that had opened in 1961 on 
Art Linkletter’s nearby farm) and planning underway for others including Scaddan Primary School (built 1970, 
commenced operating 1973), Cascade Primary School (1974) and, back in Esperance itself, Nulsen Primary School 
(1972).(503, 504, 505, 506, 507, 508)  

As the Shire of Esperance stepped into the 1970’s, it did so with a population nudging 7,000, and in the coming decade 
alone more than 2,000 additional people would come to call Esperance home.(509, 510) As Esperance grew, so too did 
the shipping facilities on offer at the port, and works were soon underway on the construction of a second land backed 
berth adjoining the first. Construction on the second land backed berth was completed in 1972, and with a third berth 
on the horizon, each of these progressive steps began to add to and enhance the capabilities of the port which, in turn, 
would see the seemingly boundless potential of Esperance continue to flourish.(511) 

Outside the port, development in the town of Esperance was still flying along, and the 1970’s would see a continuation 
in the building boom required to cater to the needs of the ever growing population. Hundreds of new homes were soon 
built, and many buildings of local renown were soon under construction including, among others, the Public Library 
(opened 1971), the Scout and Guide Hall (1971/72), new premises for the Esperance Bay Yacht Club (1975/76) and 
many, many more. It was also during the early 1970’s that the concept of the Museum Village had begun to develop on 
land which, until that point, had comprised the old railway yards, while the Esperance Museum (1976) would soon begin 
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to take shape in the old Bonded Store and Goods Shed nearby.(512, 513) Further to the north, the rail system across 
Australia had been steadily evolving in the years prior, and slowly but surely a standard gauge rail project stretching 
from coast to coast had been taking shape, while Esperance was still serviced by an older and now obsolete narrow 
gauge line. This time around however, Esperance had been included in the broader planning processes, and by late 
1974 the new standard gauge railway line from Kalgoorlie to Esperance was now complete, thus keeping Esperance 
connected to the goldfields, the state and the rest of Australia. With vast amounts of investment continuing to pour into 
the town and broader Shire, it was now plain to see that Esperance was truly beginning to live up to its potential as “the 
natural port of the goldfields”.(514, 515, 516) 

Following the sailing of the Enterprise on April 14, 1977, the Tanker Jetty had played witness to the last commercial 
vessel ever to berth there, and from that point on, it became purely recreational in use, with all shipping traffic now being 
redirected through to the new Esperance Port. Trade through the Esperance Port had skyrocketed since its inception, 
and following the commencement of live exporting in January 1971, more than a million live sheep had reportedly been 
shipped through the port by 1978, while other exports including nickel in particular had quite rapidly begun to make the 
massive investment in the project a worthwhile venture.(517, 518, 519, 520, 521) 

Back near the Tanker Jetty, the former fish cannery (Hunt’s Cannery, built and operational in 1948, closed circa 1950) 
had commenced a gradual change towards becoming a centre for the arts. In 1978, with community backing, the 
proposal had received Council support, and over the coming years the old building would transition into its present and 
now iconic use as the Cannery Arts Centre.(522, 523, 524, 525, 526) The following year, aside from the ongoing wave of building 
and development that was steadily sweeping over Esperance, the brighter local news stories for 1979 primarily centred 
around two events; a royal visit by Prince Charles in March of that year and an unexpected encounter with the American 
space station ‘Skylab’, or at least parts thereof, in July. Prince Charles had breezed through the town during Western 
Australia’s 150th anniversary celebrations, staying at Dempster Homestead in between official functions, while Skylab 
later breezed through the atmosphere, showering parts of the surrounding countryside in an assortment of debris, for 
which NASA was fined $400.00 for littering - a fine which was paid in good humour thirty years later.(527, 528, 529) Minor 
news stories aside however, the growth and development of Esperance from 1950 to 1979 had been nothing short of 
remarkable, and it was largely the events of this period which would lay the foundations for the Shire of Esperance that 
we now know today.(530) 
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An article published in May 1950 advertising land being made available for selection (unshaded sections) via 
Government assisted settlement programs in the Esperance Plains, an area that would soon see extensive agricultural 
expansion.(531, 532) 
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Land from Dalyup in the west to Myrup in the east per a survey from 1952. Established in 1949, the Esperance Downs 
Research Station proved that land previously condemned as unsuitable for agriculture on the Esperance Plains had 
potential to become prime agricultural country if certain trace elements were replaced in the soil substructure, and this 
discovery would soon see a vast expansion of agriculture to the east and west of Esperance.(533) 

                                                 
533 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A map dated 1953 showing the railway networks in Esperance, as well as old networks of tramlines or tramways (bottom 
left) which once, in effect, linked each of the jetties and Pink Lake.(534) 

                                                 
534 Image Courtesy The Australian Railway Historical Society, Bulletin No. 295 - May, 1962 (Esperance Museum) 
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The survey above, dated February 24, 1954, shows an early part of the east to west agricultural expansion in the 
Esperance Plains farming country between Myrup and Dalyup as part of Government assisted settlement schemes, 
which would later be replaced by the works of the Chase Syndicate and E.L.D.(535) 

                                                 
535 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Farming country from Speddingup siding northwards to the Dowak townsite per an extract from a survey dated June 5, 
1959, including the Scaddan, Truslove, Grass Patch, Red Lake, Circle Valley and Salmon Gums areas, all of which had 
been released through Government assisted settlement schemes.(536) 

  

                                                 
536 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A map showing the extent of land available to the Chase Syndicate (bordered in green), whose interests were later 
transferred to the Esperance Land Development (E.L.D.) Company.(537)  

                                                 
537 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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As farmland to the east and west of Esperance opened up and expanded, townsites were surveyed in a handful of the 
new communities, including that of Coomalbidgup, which was formally Gazetted as a townsite in 1961. Named after a 
nearby creek, the name originates from an Aboriginal dialect, roughly translating to ‘possum scratches up a tree mean 
that there is water nearby’.(538)  

                                                 
538 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 0431 Consignment No. 5698) 
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A field survey of the Dalyup townsite, formally Gazetted in 1962. The explorer, John Septimus Roe, had named the 
nearby river the ‘Gage River’ in 1848, however a later surveyor in 1875 renamed the same feature to the Aboriginal 
name, Dalyup, which likely originates from the Noongar word for a King Parrot or Hookbill.(539) 

  
                                                 
539 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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In the 1950’s and on into the 1960’s, a new wave of ‘modern settlers’ began to arrive as vast quantities of agricultural 
land opened for selection around Esperance. These photographs show some of their wheat produce being loaded onto 
a ship on the Tanker Jetty in 1962, after the opening of the Co-operative Bulk Handling depot nearby.(540) 

 

                                                 
540 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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One of two surveys from July 1962 crudely showing the rough extent of building in the suburbs of Esperance, West 
Beach, Sinclair and Nulsen at the time, as well as the new rail and road reserves along Harbour Road to what would 
become the Esperance Port.(541) 

                                                 
541 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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The second in a set of two surveys from July 1962 which, a little roughly, shows the limited extent of building in the 
suburb of Castletown at the time, with a few minor omissions. In the coming decade alone, the population across the 
Shire of Esperance would more than triple, and the town of Esperance would boom accordingly, with development 
expanding into the suburbs of Castletown, Sinclair, Chadwick and Nulsen in particular.(542)  

                                                 
542 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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Condingup, to the east of Esperance, was formally Gazetted as a townsite in 1963. The origins of the name itself are 
unclear, however it is thought that the name may have been derived from the Aboriginal word ‘Kunjinup’, which refers 
to a local wildflower.(543, 544, 545) 
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As the agricultural areas to the east and west of Esperance expanded, several new townsites were surveyed and 
Gazetted, among these being the Wharton townsite, formally Gazetted on March 26, 1964. The name was taken from 
nearby Wharton Island, named in honour of Admiral Sir William Wharton of the Royal Navy.(546, 547, 548)  
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547 Government Gazette of Western Australia, 26 March, 1964 
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The Esperance Port begins to take shape - looking towards the granite quarry on Dempster Head past a couple of lads 
fishing off the new breakwater (top) near the developing site of the first land backed wharf in 1964.(549) 

  

                                                 
549 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A day at the beach, looking southwards towards the James Street ‘Town Jetty’ along The Esplanade in 1964. The 
following year, huge seas destroyed much of The Esplanade while flooding nearby properties.(550) 

 

 

 

                                                 
550 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Fierce seas batter and destroy The Esplanade while flooding nearby homes and buildings near the corner of Angove 
Street (now Brazier Street) in the winter of 1965.(551) 

 

 

 

                                                 
551 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Views along The Esplanade showing the aftermath of the huge seas and swell which battered the Esperance coastline 
in the winter of 1965. A granite sea wall was installed soon after.(552)  

                                                 
552 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 



 

 
    Page | 173 
 
 

 

 

Views over the town past land reclamation and infrastructure works taking place at the site of the developing land backed 
wharf (Esperance Port) in 1965.(553)  

                                                 
553 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The first land backed wharf was formally opened in November 1965, and in the coming months and years this site would 
develop into the bustling Esperance Port we know today, now synonymous with the image of Esperance.(554) 

                                                 
554 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Former Shire President and Freeman of the Shire of Esperance, William (Bill) Paterson seated alongside the Queen 
Mother on a sweltering day during her fleeting visit to Esperance in March 1966.(555)  

                                                 
555 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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An aerial view over Dempster Homestead (bottom right) towards the breakwater and first land backed wharf in 1967 - a 
second land backed berth immediately adjoining the first was constructed in 1972.(556, 557) 

  

                                                 
556 Land-Backed Wharf - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
557 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Looking towards the developing suburb of Nulsen (top right, far side of Harbour Road) in 1967, past the first land backed 
wharf and over the town of Esperance itself, with Pink Lake visible in the distance. Note the limits of the town at the 
time, basically bounded by Harbour Road, with very little development having occurred in Sinclair or West Beach (left 
of picture) to that date.(558)  

                                                 
558 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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As Esperance expanded, demand for additional industrial land outside Chadwick and surrounds led to the Gazettal of 
Shark Lake as a townsite in March 1967. Named after the nearby freshwater lake, the origins of the name have long 
since been lost, however the way in which it was originally referenced as “Shark’s Lake” from 1894 onwards (as opposed 
to the now common name, ‘Shark Lake’) indicates association with the name of a person.(559, 560, 561, 562)  
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A survey of Esperance with markups dating to July 1968 (initial survey dated July, 1962) showing the land backed wharf 
and the extent of the existing and proposed railway networks in the rapidly expanding townsite.(563) 

                                                 
563 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance (Engineering Department Plan Archives) 
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Part of a sales brochure showing a small section of E.L.D. farm land in the “Cascades Subdivision” being offered for 
sale in 1968.(564)  

                                                 
564 Image Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A portion of the farming country ‘out east’ in the process of being developed and cleared by the Esperance Land and 
Development Company, or ‘E.L.D.’ as it became more commonly known, in the vicinity of Condingup (centre of picture), 
Neridup, Wittenoom Hills, Beaumont, Boyatup and Howick as shown on a survey from 1969. Hatched areas indicate 
acreage which has already been chained, burnt and plowed in preparation for settlement.(565)  

                                                 
565 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance (Engineering Department Plan Archives) 



 

 
    Page | 182 
 
 

 

An advertisement for a portion of the land being sold by E.L.D. in 1970, inclusive of Locations 336 to 367 in the Beaumont 
and Howick localities. A list of famous celebrity investors (as shown above) stirred a media interest in the development 
of the area, and included, among others, radio and television personality Art Linkletter and the Australian politician, Sir 
Philip McBride.(566) 

                                                 
566 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance (OLD/1230 - Esperance Land and Development Company) 
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An area of new farming land being offered for sale (per previous image) by E.L.D. in the localities of Beaumont and 
Howick in September 1970.(567) 
  

                                                 
567 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance (OLD/1230 - Esperance Land and Development Company) 
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An aerial view over the town towards the first and second land backed berths at the Esperance Port, circa 1972.(568) 

                                                 
568 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A large crowd gathers to celebrate the formal opening of the Esperance Museum, October 9, 1976.(569) 

                                                 
569 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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Repurposed in 1976, the former Bonded Store and Goods Shed survives today as the Esperance Museum.(570)  

                                                 
570 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A survey of the Cascade townsite to the west of Esperance, Gazetted in 1976. The exact origins of the name have been 
lost over time, however it is thought that the name simply refers to the nearby Cascade Falls and the ‘cascade’ of water 
that can be seen during or after heavier rains.(571) 

                                                 
571 Image Courtesy State Records Office of Western Australia (Item No. 0355 Consignment No. 5698) 
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Locals flock to the Esperance Airport hoping to catch a glimpse of Prince Charles, March 12, 1979.(572)  

                                                 
572 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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In July 1979, Skylab disintegrated upon re-entry into the earth’s atmosphere, and debris from the American space station 
rained down in the countryside surrounding Esperance. NASA was subsequently issued with a $400.00 fine for littering, 
and although they refused to pay at the time, the fine was eventually paid thirty years later in good humour by Highway 
Radio host Scott Barley.(573)  

 

  

                                                 
573 Image Courtesy Wikipedia: Skylab (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skylab); Retrieved 2016  
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The Period 1980 – 1995: Building on Progress 
By 1980, the population across the Shire of Esperance had tipped the 9,000 mark, and year by year the little town 
seemed to be gaining ever more popularity as a tourist destination, while ever increasing demand for residential land 
had steadily begun to push development onto and over Dempster Head and into the growing suburb of West Beach.(574, 

575) Holiday accommodation was becoming an increasingly valuable industry, and new parks and facilities to 
accommodate the masses were soon either underway or completed, while some of the existing tourist sites looked to 
expand. Tourism aside, agricultural expansion and trade through the Esperance Port were still however the major driving 
forces behind development in the region, and many Esperance locals continued to profit on the back of these two 
industries, as the wealth they generated poured into the town and broader district through the sale of land, the building 
of homes and the establishment of new businesses.(576, 577, 578) 

Among the more iconic developments constructed at the time, the early 1980’s would see a new Seventh Day Adventist 
Primary School built (1980, now known as Esperance Christian Primary School) in the steadily growing suburb of 
Sinclair, while the Esperance Civic Centre would open its doors for the first time on May 30, 1981.(579, 580, 581, 582, 583) On 
a larger scale, works on developing a new commercial and recreational boating facility had also commenced that same 
year, and in November 1983 the Bandy Creek Boat Harbour was formally opened.(584) The following year, a kilometre 
to the north in a quest for larger and more modernised facilities, the Esperance Bay Turf Club took up residence in a 
new location along Fisheries Road (current site), having made the move from an older though well-established and once 
well-patronised track on the northern side of nearby Lake Road.(585) Nearer to the centre of town, development continued 
to be a major theme of the period, and on September 10, 1986 the brand new Boulevard Shopping Centre was formally 
opened in its present position, while the iconic Taylor Street Tea Rooms would find a new home on freshly reclaimed 
land near the Esperance Port the following year.(586, 587) 

With the Esperance coastline being well known to harbour a fairly persistent breeze, an exposed site at nearby Salmon 
Beach became the home of Australia’s first commercial wind farm when it formally commenced electricity production in 
March 1987. The Salmon Beach operation soon proved a successful model, saving an estimated three million litres of 
fossil fuel over its limited lifespan, and in the years following, larger wind farms would be constructed near Ten Mile 
Lagoon (1993) and Nine Mile Beach (2003). Five of the six original turbines from the Salmon Beach Wind Farm were 
later removed when the site was decommissioned (2002) due to urban encroachment, however a picturesque walking 
trail off Stewart Street in West Beach now leads past the one remaining turbine as a tribute to the significance of the 
site, while another turbine has been relocated to form a permanent display at the Esperance Museum.(588, 589)  

One year later, on March 31, 1988, a twenty-eight year old tie to the Shire of Esperance ended when the American 
interests in the Esperance Land and Development Company (E.L.D.) were sold to a Melbourne based firm, however 
not before the investment that E.L.D. had poured into the district - a number estimated to exceed $95,250,000.00 over 
the period - had changed the face of Esperance as we know it today. Under E.L.D. management, a total of 436 brand 
new farms to the east and west had been built from the ground up since 1960, however, as invaluable as the E.L.D. 
investment had been to the district, in the bigger picture, much broader reaching than the release and settlement of the 
new farm land, the sheer volume of people brought to the area by the chain of events started by the Esperance Downs 
Research Station and initially perpetuated in the works of the State Government, the Chase Syndicate and later carried 
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on by E.L.D. had shaped the future of Esperance and given the district the means it so desperately needed not only to 
ensure survival, but to make it thrive.(590, 591)  

From about the mid 1980’s, with Esperance now coming into its own as the centre of a thriving and expanding agricultural 
industry, an agitation had been stirring to have the country from around Salmon Gums and northward annexed from the 
Shire of Dundas in an effort to better align the services on offer to the community to those of their neighbours to the 
south. A line in the sand delineating the Esperance Road Board boundaries from nearly a century prior, well before the 
majority of these Mallee farms had been surveyed or taken up, had later unintentionally left a vast number of residents 
to the north of this line isolated from their southern compatriots, and accordingly there was a commonly held sentiment 
among these residents that they had the means to support their own Local Government independently of the Shire of 
Dundas which seemed to have a greater focus on mining rather than agriculture.(592) The Department of Local 
Government was however unwilling to create a new Shire based on that premise alone, and the people of Salmon Gums 
were thus given the choice of staying in the Shire of Dundas or joining the Shire of Esperance. Accordingly, by popular 
consensus and Ministerial command, effective as of July 1, 1989, Salmon Gums and the surrounding farming country 
formally became a part of the Shire of Esperance.(593, 594) 

While cropping had always played its part, in and around Esperance, and similarly across the entire country, farming 
from the very beginning had been “built on the sheep’s back”, a sentiment common throughout the history of agriculture 
in Australia.(595) Over the next two years however, the Australian wool industry “…self-destructed like a blazing comet”, 
with ‘political deception, flawed policy and leadership failures’ being blamed, and among many other rural communities 
in Australia, this hit Esperance farmers hard.(596) For many farmers in the surrounding area, this coincided with what had 
already been an extended dry spell, and with no market for the sale of their sheep, the reserve price of wool crashing, 
similar conditions prevailing across much of Australia and an “oversupply” of sheep in the country, as farms began to 
turn to dustbowls, many were presented with two unenviable choices; watch and wait while stock slowly starved to death 
in bare paddocks, or take the most humane option available. With no value, no one buying and nowhere to send starving 
stock even when given away, many Australian farmers soon had no choice but to reduce numbers in the only way 
possible, with one local farmer having to shoot and bury 1,200 of his own sheep and later 12,000 more across the 
Shire.(597, 598) Tragic as this was, it was however part of a much bigger picture which would see thousands upon 
thousands more killed throughout the Shire of Esperance, and an estimated ten and a half million sheep shot and buried 
in mass graves across Australia by mid 1991 as part of a Government scheme to reduce sheep numbers by up to sixty-
six million.(599, 600, 601) As a direct result of these factors, many local farmers soon made the permanent switch from sheep 
to cropping, and to this day, cropping continues to be the larger of the two industries within the Shire of Esperance.(602, 

603) 

As this situation continued to play out across the Shire of Esperance and the rest of Australia, to the south of the town 
of Esperance itself, the waters of the Recherche Archipelago would claim one of their more famous victims, when, in 
the early hours of February 14, 1991, the Sanko Harvest struck a reef near Hood Island.(604) The stricken vessel later 
released just over 30,000 tonnes of its fertiliser cargo and around 700 tonnes of diesel and fuel oil into the ocean, directly 
impacting approximately two hundred seals and at least two of the fur seal breeding colonies nearby as the spill began 
to foul the sea to the east of the wreck site, while many of the beaches surrounding the Cape Le Grand National Park 
were stained black. The unfortunate case of the Sanko Harvest - now resting on the ocean floor - was not without 
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historical precedent either, and with 105 islands and more than 1,200 “obstacles to shipping” in the Recherche 
Archipelago, shipwrecks in the area had been an all too common story in the decades prior, with the list famously 
including the Mountaineer (wrecked 1835), the Batoe Bassi (1880), the Rodondo (1894) and the Penguin (1920), while 
the waters of the Archipelago are known to be the final resting place of dozens more vessels still which are known to 
have shared a similar fate, though each with its own secrets and story to tell.(605, 606, 607, 608) 

Meanwhile however, somewhere in or about the year 1991, the population within the Shire of Esperance had ticked 
over the 10,000 mark, with more than 7,000 of these residents now calling the townsite of Esperance home.(609) In order 
to better provide for the needs of the expanded population, the new and current offices of the Shire of Esperance had 
formally opened to the public on February 8, 1992, while off to the south, to cater to the ever increasing demand for 
residential land, developments in a series of new subdivisions were taking shape throughout the suburb of West Beach 
in particular.(610, 611) As the latter of these had progressed, building works on a new school nearby had commenced later 
in the same year, opening in 1993 as the Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Primary School.(612, 613) The year 1993 had 
also marked the hundredth anniversary of the Gazettal of the Esperance townsite itself, and rather appropriately, the 
ever peaceful seaside town was still going from strength to strength.(614) At the same time, tradesmen at the continually 
evolving Esperance Port had been busily at work installing a bulk minerals loader on the second land backed berth, and 
on the back of this, nickel shipments through the port had finally recommenced after a fifteen year hiatus, while it was 
also around this period that the potential of the Esperance Port being used in the shipping of iron ore was being 
investigated. Despite community concerns, conditional approvals were soon granted, and the first shipments of iron ore 
began to arrive in Esperance in September 1994, while a formal opening ceremony for the new handling facilities at the 
Esperance Port was later held in November of the same year.(615, 616, 617, 618) 

Late in 1995, an array of celebrations throughout the town marked the official centenary of the Municipality of Esperance 
and the Esperance Road Board, both of which had been Gazetted exactly one hundred years prior.(619, 620) Included in 
the formal programme of events were opening ceremonies for both the newly completed Sound Shell and Adventureland 
Park, a Centenary Ball, the launch of the local historical publication Faith, Hope & Reality and an open day in the Council 
Chambers. As a ‘grand finale’, the programme culminated in a formal Centenary Dinner with a list of invitees including 
former Councillors and well-known locals from years gone by, many of whom, through their contributions as a collective 
had forged the direction of modern Esperance.(621, 622)  
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‘Dixon Park - The New Prestige Residential Locality’ - A sales brochure dating circa 1981 advertising properties for sale 
in what was then a brand new residential subdivision in Castletown.(623, 624)  

                                                 
623 Deposited Plan 13433, P. Meleng, 1981 (Landgate, Western Australia) 
624 Images Courtesy Shire of Esperance (OLD/1161 - Dixon Park) 
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Development of the Bandy Creek Boat Harbour (plan above dates to February, 1984) had begun in 1981, and a little 
over two years later, on November 6, 1983, the new harbour was formally opened.(625, 626)  

                                                 
625 Boat Harbour - Esperance, Yesterday and Today (John Rintoul, 1986 - Fourth Edition) 
626 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance (Engineering Department Plan Archives; Harbour & Railways) 
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Looking over the bay from Dempster Head in March 1986 - among the noteworthy absentees from this picture is the 
iconic ‘Tea Rooms’ at the Taylor Street jetty (groyne, left of centre), which would be relocated to the newly reclaimed 
site the following year, though initially used as offices for the Esperance Port.(627, 628)  

                                                 
627 History of the Wellard Hospital - The Rockingham Historian; August, 2008 (State Library of Western Australia) 
628 Photograph Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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A view over West Beach towards the Salmon Beach Wind Farm - Australia’s first commercial wind farm - which 
commenced operating in 1987 (top, photographs taken in 1995 and 2013). The site was later decommissioned in 2002, 
leaving one turbine standing as part of a scenic walk trail, the base of another as a lookout with spectacular views and 
the top section and blades of another as a feature at the Esperance Museum.(629, 630)  

                                                 
629 Photograph Courtesy State Library of Western Australia 
630 Photograph Courtesy Nicholas Kleinig 
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The former offices of the Esperance Shire Council in March 1990, shortly before being demolished to make way for the 
present building.(631)  

                                                 
631 Photographs Courtesy Shire of Esperance (OLD/2398 - Photographs - Council Office) 
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Going, going, and now sitting pleasantly at the bottom of the sea - the Sanko Harvest sinks on Valentine’s Day, 1991 
after striking a reef near Hood Island to the south-southeast of Esperance.(632) 

  

                                                 
632 Photographs Courtesy Esperance Museum 
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The new and present offices and chambers of the Esperance Shire Council, formally opened on February 8, 1992 
(photographs taken 2013).(633) 

  

                                                 
633 Photographs Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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The cover of a sales brochure from early 1995 showing Stage 1 of Dempster Heights Estate, one of many similar sized 
subdivisions in West Beach from around and prior to this date, with this particular auction including selected properties 
on Johns Street, Eagle Court, Springfield Street and Amelia Circuit.(634) 

  

                                                 
634 Image Courtesy Shire of Esperance (OLD/9810 - Dempster Heights Estate - Johns Street Subdivisions Stage 1) 
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The Period 1996 – 2020: Esperance Today 
By 1996, the Shire of Esperance was now home to almost 12,000 people, and with the agricultural expansion having all 
but reached capacity several years prior, the coming two decades would begin to see a steadier and more sustainable 
population growth throughout the town and broader surrounding districts.(635, 636, 637) As the town had grown in years 
gone by, the very essence of Esperance had gradually begun to change as the built façade and coastline were slowly 
but surely modified, forever changing the image of the town. The latest technology in modern sea walls, vital to protect 
coastal properties against flooding and erosion, now adorned strategic sections of the windswept coastline in the bay, 
while throughout the town, many of the older historic buildings and homes had been steadily removed and replaced in 
the name of progress.(638, 639, 640)  

One such historic building, thankfully still standing and lovingly cared for by the Esperance Theatre Guild, was the Bijou 
Theatre, which, now a hundred years old, was still a focal point for community entertainment, in spite of other sites now 
hosting the movies and social events that had once, in effect, been almost solely its property.(641) Elsewhere about the 
town however, very few of the buildings from the period surrounding the early gold rushes a hundred years prior 
remained, and what little still existed rather sadly formed a very short list, including a few scattered homes, the Bijou 
Theatre itself, the Bonded Store and Goods Shed (Museum), Sinclair’s House (Museum Village), Stewart’s House (Lot 
3 No. 83 The Esplanade), Elston’s Stationery and Novelty Bazaar (Museum Village), the Municipal Council Offices 
(Museum Village), the Old Hospital (Museum Village), first Government School (RSL), the Wesleyan Church (Museum 
Village) and Dempster Homestead itself, which, in any case, pre-dated this period. Many of these had been offered 
salvation through relocation to the Museum Village in the years and decades prior, however many others from the mid 
1890’s had simply been demolished and discarded.(642, 643) 

Elsewhere about the Shire, 1996 had seen the establishment of some of the first commercial blue gum plantations 
throughout Esperance and the southwest of Western Australia, and as time passed and the trees grew, their widespread 
distribution had begun to alter the image of the broader district, particularly in areas of coastal farmland which had once 
been primarily focussed on sheep, cattle and cropping.(644) In the years following, the collapse of the companies 
responsible for developing the plantations would leave many of these ‘tree farms’ in limbo, however, two decades later, 
at least some parts of the broader scale operation were able to be salvaged.(645, 646) Back in town, the sense of a renewed 
identity within Esperance was growing as ever, and led by members of the local community, planning for a new and 
iconic event completely unique to Esperance had been underway from as early as 1996.(647) Embracing the infamous 
local breeze as its theme, the aptly named inaugural Festival of the Wind was held a little over two years later from 
October 30 to November 1, 1998, and for the next two decades, this highly popular event would continue to celebrate 
everything that makes Esperance uniquely Esperance.(648, 649, 650)  

Only a matter of months later, January 1999 saw the Shire of Esperance hit by an almighty deluge described as a ‘one 
in a hundred year event’ - the heaviest local rainfall event at that time since records began in 1889 - during which as 
much as 200mm of rain fell in some areas over two days, wiping out bridges, roads and highways with an estimated 

                                                 
635 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Community Profile - Esperance, Local Government Area (ABS, 1996) 
636 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Community Profile - Esperance, Local Government Area (ABS, 2011) 
637 The Coming of the Americans, 1956-1988; Blake Senior - Faith, Hope & Reality (Penny Blumann, 1995) 
638 Photographs - Esperance Foreshore - Sea Wall Construction et al (Shire of Esperance Records, OLD/11585) 
639 Building Records, Book 3 (Shire of Esperance, 1979 to 1995) 
640 Building Records, Book 4 (Shire of Esperance, 1995 to 2007) 
641 Register of Heritage Places - Bijou Theatre (State Heritage Office, 2012) 
642 The Council Was My Life; Merv Andre - Faith, Hope & Reality (Penny Blumann, 1995) 
643 Demolition Records, 1993-2003 (Shire of Esperance Records, OLD/3048) 
644 Media Release - Launch of Plan Outlining Structure of Esperance Agroforestry Industry, 28 May, 1996 
(https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Court/1996/05/Launch-of-plan-outlining-structure-for-Esperance-agroforestry-
industry.aspx), Retrieved 2016 
645 Farmers Question Future of Blue Gums in WA - ABC News (http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-10-18/trees-mis-esperance/5031492), 
Retrieved 2016 
646 The Esperance Express, 10 July, 2014 
647 Festival of the Wind - Finance & Administrative Services Committee Meeting Minutes, 22 May, 1996 (Shire of Esperance, 1996) 
648 Festival of the Wind - Health & Community Services Committee Meeting Minutes, 21 January, 1998 (Shire of Esperance, 1998) 
649 Festival of the Wind - Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes, 24 November, 1998 (Shire of Esperance, 1998) 
650 About - Festival of the Wind (http://www.festivalofthewindesperance.org.au/about/), Retrieved 2016  



 

 
    Page | 202 
 
 

damage bill of $1.7 million to road infrastructure alone.(651, 652) However rare it may have been at the time, this ‘one in a 
hundred year’ feat then repeated only a year later, albeit to a slightly lesser extent, though with similarly destructive 
effects, and then again in early 2017.(653) In the meantime, 1999 had also seen an ‘enduring’ icon of Esperance, ‘Sammy 
the Seal’ immortalised in a bronze sculpture at the base of the Tanker Jetty, while elsewhere about the Shire, another 
local icon, the immense home and surgery of the legendary Doctor John Fenwick (built 1954/55 for Doctor Alfred 
Samuel) in Dempster Street would be demolished that same year, later replaced with a cinema named in his honour.(654, 

655, 656, 657)  

In 2001, national Census data revealed a population of 12,752 across the Shire of Esperance, an increase of just under 
a thousand people since 1996.(658) Although population growth had clearly steadied, 2001 and the coming decade in 
particular would see Esperance and the Esperance Port continue to expand in massive ways which included further 
land reclamation and infrastructure developments at the port itself, while off to the north, the expanded population base 
would begin to see ‘urban sprawl’ fill the outer reaches of Castletown over the same period, soon spreading into the 
suburb of Bandy Creek.(659, 660, 661, 662, 663) The following year, ‘urban sprawl’ in and around West Beach was given as 
sufficient reason to close down the Salmon Beach Wind Farm, and accordingly, between April and May 2002 this 
historically significant site was thus decommissioned when, barring one, all of the turbines were removed from the 
site.(664)  

For a short period thereafter life in Esperance ticked along per usual, however a new boost to the local economy, town 
and broader district was just on the horizon. Although a hundred miles away and outside the western border of the Shire 
of Esperance, the flow on effects created by the Ravensthorpe Nickel Mine - a project reported to cost a whopping US 
$2.2 billion dollars to build - would be broad reaching, including within the Shire of Esperance. Construction had 
commenced shortly after formal approvals had been granted in 2004, and in the ensuing years, many of the transient 
‘fly-in, fly-out’ workforce and their families became based in Esperance, which in turn led to a renewed spike in building 
and investment at a local level. Operations at the Ravensthorpe Nickel Mine had commenced late in 2007, however just 
over a year later, 1,800 jobs were cut as the mine closed. This of course devastated the Ravensthorpe community, while 
the repercussions from the shock wave created would also be felt in Esperance as many families were uprooted and 
forced to leave in search of work. Under new ownership, the Ravensthorpe Nickel Mine recommenced production in 
2011 at a reduced scale, and to this day, their operations continue to contribute to the local economy as well as the 
broader prosperity of the surrounding region.(665, 666, 667) 

Meanwhile, back in December 2006, a series of unexplained and mysterious ‘canary in a coalmine’ bird deaths had 
signalled that something was amiss within the local environment, though particularly within sections of the townsite of 
Esperance itself.(668) By early 2007, autopsies and further testing had revealed that excess lead levels were the culprit, 
and it quickly became evident that a build-up of lead dust from certain recent lead exports through the port were at 
fault.(669) Lead exports were immediately suspended through the Esperance Port, and a large scale clean-up program - 
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1,775 homes and buildings at a reported cost of $25.7 million - then ensued throughout the town for several years 
thereafter, finally being formally declared as completed in 2012.(670)  

In the midst of the local lead issue, though thankfully completely unrelated, the other big news item for 2007 came in 
the form of the Esperance Anglican Community School, with building having commenced that year and the school itself 
then formally opening in 2008.(671, 672) For a short while in and surrounding 2009, lignite deposits - a form of coal that 
can be converted into petroleum - in Scaddan and Salmon Gums were the talk of the town, with both still promising 
great things for Esperance to this date.(673, 674) That same year, the industrial area on Norseman Road had seen its 
largest addition to date with the opening of a new Bunnings Warehouse, the fine issued to NASA for littering when 
Skylab had crashed back in 1979 had finally been paid - albeit not by NASA - while in the broader reaches of the Shire, 
a proposal to build a new wild dog fence to protect remote farmland was beginning to create headlines, though this 
would soon be overshadowed by another proposal of a very different nature.(675, 676, 677)  

Early in 2010, a local service club floated a concept seeking support for the construction of a replica Stonehenge in any 
one of a select few locations within the Shire, and this quickly became a hot topic within the local community.(678, 679) 
Soon after, a privately owned site was settled on along Merivale Road and early in 2011 construction began, with 
Esperance Stonehenge being completed a mere nine months later.(680, 681) Stonehenge aside, 2011 had been a busy 
year in many other ways for the Esperance community, with the opening of a brand new FESA Collocation Facility 
(Esperance Collocated Emergency Facility) on Brazier Street, construction of a sizable overpass at the Sims Street rail 
crossing, a Leopard Tank being installed near the RSL, and much to the dismay of many locals, an icon of the Esperance 
foreshore, Beryl’s Eats, finally closing after almost five decades.(682, 683, 684, 685, 686) 

From about that time onwards, though particularly towards the end of 2012 as works commenced on the first, two semi-
concurrent multi-million dollar infrastructure projects began to take over the local talk, gossip and news, and this 
remained so for several years thereafter. The first of these to get underway was the $120 million dollar Esperance Port 
Access Corridor project that had formally commenced in November 2012 and was later officially completed in April 2014 
which aimed to improve access to and productivity through the Esperance Port. The second of these major projects 
came in the form of the modified and beautified Esperance Waterfront; a $23.8 million dollar project which, with 
significant funding from Royalties for Regions, had commenced with construction on a seawall in February 2013. This 
project sought to thoroughly enhance the vibrancy and appearance of the Esperance foreshore, creating a world-class 
icon that the town could be proud of, part of which included the now renowned ‘Whale Tail’ centrepiece off the end of 
James Street which was installed on site in May 2014 and unveiled the following month, prior to the formal opening of 
the whole Esperance Waterfront in November of that same year.(687, 688, 689, 690, 691, 692) 
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Although fires and bushfires within the Shire of Esperance and all around Australia have always been and will always 
be a natural, constant and given threat in any dry season, 2015 would see a series of local infernos so severe and so 
broad reaching that the entire local community would feel their impact. The first of the three localised major events that 
year had been big enough in its own right, with fires in January burning around 200 hectares in and surrounding Lake 
Monjingup and decimating buildings and park infrastructure within the Reserve itself.(693) The second, another suspected 
arson attack, had destroyed the administration centre at the Condingup Primary School while also damaging other 
nearby buildings to the tune of a million or more dollars.(694) Then, only a matter of months later, November 2015 brought 
with it isolated lightning strikes and horrific weather conditions with strong, changing winds which, in combination with 
dry paddocks ready for harvest, led to some of the worst and broadest sweeping fires ever recorded within the Shire of 
Esperance, and in spite of monumental efforts to bring each of the blazes under control, four lives, three homes, four 
and a half thousand head of livestock and an estimated 331,112 hectares in total were lost across the three main 
fronts.(695, 696, 697, 698, 699) 

In the aftermath of what had been an immensely trying period within the local community, December 2015 eventually 
ticked around, and while the bushfire recovery process began across the Shire, back in town, a series of severe 
structural failures and the best interests of public safety had finally and rather sadly seen the Tanker Jetty being closed 
from that time onward.(700, 701, 702) In brighter news, that same month had seen Lucky Bay Brewing - the first local brewery 
in Esperance for over a century - hold their official launch, signifying the culmination of a project that had been five years 
in the making.(703, 704, 705)  

Aside from the ongoing bushfire recovery process, the opening of a new skate park with ‘Edge of the Bay’ festivities and 
the more usual array of happenings about the district, 2016 in Esperance bore witness to one particular ‘main event’ 
that was well out of the ordinary.(706) Back in 1998, the HMAS Farncomb, a Collins Class Submarine, had been formally 
commissioned by the Royal Australian Navy with Esperance nominated as its ‘affiliated town’, however with naval 
commitments it would be almost two decades before the vessel could visit its port. In November 2016, the HMAS 
Farncomb was finally welcomed into Esperance to an elaborate though traditional ceremony which, among other 
formalities, included the crew parading through the town centre, the local constabulary challenging their parade and the 
HMAS Farncomb being granted official ‘Freedom of Entry’ into Esperance.(707, 708) 

In the years following, talk about the town frequently focussed on the future of the Tanker Jetty as the aging icon suffered 
significant structural collapses in 2017, 2018 and 2019 before finally being deconstructed and replaced in 2020.(709, 710, 

711, 712) As big as that issue was at a local level, elsewhere about Australia and the world the global COVID-19 pandemic 
swiftly stole the headlines in 2020, and the devastation that followed will forever be etched in human history. While the 
worldwide battle against COVID-19 raged on, international, state and regional borders were closed in an effort to stop 
the spread of the disease, and in combination with the disease itself, this created broader economic flow on effects both 
locally and around the globe. Citing COVID-19 as a contributing factor, one such impact was soon felt in Australian print 
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media, and after 47 years the Esperance Express - among many other regional Australian newspapers - would cease 
publication in 2020.(713) 

In spite of the broader happenings around the globe, the Shire of Esperance is currently home to 14,236 people, with 
agricultural and associated industries still the primary providers for local employment, followed by the retail, transport, 
health care, construction and education sectors.(714) Today, in combination with a largely self-sufficient economy driven 
by the booming agricultural sector, the ever growing Esperance Port, a thriving mining industry and the tourism created 
as ever more people discover just how special this seaside jewel that we call home is, the future of Esperance has never 
been so bright.(715) 
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714 Australian Bureau of Statistics 
715 Esperance Region Economic Development Strategy, 2015 (AEC Group Pty Ltd C/- Goldfields Esperance Development Commission et al - 
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Prime Minister Julia Gillard tours the Esperance Port (top) and views plans for the proposed Esperance Waterfront 
during a visit to the town in August 2011. Works on the Esperance Waterfront began a little under two years later in 
February 2013.(716)  

                                                 
716 Photographs Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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A concept plan (top) and aerial view (bottom, photograph taken February, 2014) showing sections of the Esperance 
Port Access Corridor prioject which officially opened in April, 2014.(717, 718)  

  

                                                 
717 Image Courtesy John Holland 
718 Photograph Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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‘Turning the First Sod’ - Doctor Graham Jacobs MLA, Premier Colin Barnett and Shire President Malcolm Heasman 
officially mark the commencement of the Esperance Waterfront project (top, photograph taken February, 2013) which 
then formally opened on November 30, 2014 (bottom, photograph taken October, 2014).(719) 

  

                                                 
719 Photographs Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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The now renowned and iconic ‘Whale Tail’ centrepiece off the end of James Street, part of the broader Esperance 
Waterfront project, installed and unveiled (top) in 2014.(720)  

                                                 
720 Photographs Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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‘Fire scars’ from the November 2015 bushfires (top) which, cumulatively, covered 3,312 square kilometres - just under 
7.8 percent of the total area of the Shire of Esperance. The ‘Cascade Fire’ (bottom) burned 1,280 square kilometres 
(127,969 hectares) alone, and turned into one of the single most devastating fires in the history of the Shire of Esperance 
in terms of impact and loss.(721) 

                                                 
721 Images & Data Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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The same conditions that had started and spread the Cascade Fire led to two others at or about the same time, the 
‘Merivale Fire’ (top) and the ‘Cape Arid Fire’ (bottom), each of which burned 186 and 1,846 square kilometres (18,551 
and 184,592 hectares) respectively.(722) 

                                                 
722 Images & Data Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
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Commissioned in 1998, the HMAS Farncomb was formally granted ‘Freedom of Entry’ - a rare symbolic and historic 
privilege - to the town of Esperance in November 2016.(723, 724)  

                                                 
723 Photograph Courtesy Shire of Esperance 
724 Photograph Courtesy Royal Australian Navy 


