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By Tari Jeffers

THE Esperance Tanker Jetty’s 
legs – or piles - are a major part 
of the icon’s safety issues.

The Shire of Esperance 
received possession of the 
jetty in 1990 from the State 
Government, but the Port 
Authority installed some 
replacement piles before the 
changeover.

These replacement piles 
were placed on either side of 
the jetty, in an attempt to take 
the load off the original, dete-
riorating piles.

Results from a report 
undertaken by WA engineer-
ing company BG&E found 
that some of the piles had 
been infested with the teredo 
worm, a marine equivalent of 
the termite.

At a public forum held on 
Monday, July 11, a structural 
engineer for BG&E, Simon 
Dennis, said that the jetty 
had a history of regular main-
tenance in the past.

“There were fundamen-
tal changes when the jetty 
changed hands in 1990,” he 
said.

When the jetty was origi-
nally built, each pier – a col-
lection of piles, cross braces 

and decking – had three piles 
to hold up it up.

As the piles deteriorated 
due to time, weather and 
marine life, some of them 
developed holes.

Over time, the deteriorat-
ing piles had become ineffec-
tive as load bearers.

“They’re really just dead 
weight,” Mr Dennis said.

“So essentially, now the 
jetty only has two piles per 
pier, rather than three.”

Mr Dennis did say there 
was ingenuity in the curved 
structure of the jetty, in that 
waves did not break directly 
on the piles further out, but 
followed the curvature in, to 
break on the shore.

He said that in replacing 

or refurbishing the jetty, it 
would be prudent to replace 
the piles with materials 
stronger than wood.

At the forum, the common 
consensus from the public 
was that they would appreci-
ate wooden piles closer to the 
shore where they were visible, 
but replaced with something 
stronger further out.

ESPERANCE Shire CEO Mal Osborne and Director of 
Engineering Gavin Harris stand on the Tanker Jetty that 
has been deemed not up to Australian safety standards.

Jetty legs not strong enough

KUMUNDRUM - interested in becoming part of a 
local drumming group and meeting new people?  Please 
contact Ronnie on 0428714887 to find out more.

Fun Day Out Kids Festival - Port Authority Park 
Sunday 28th March 10am - 4pm.  ECA in association 
with Act-Belong-Commit are proud to present Flying 
Hearts Production.

Write a monologue and win $1000
Visit www.thebijoutheatre.org.au for details

ECA Gallery & Office - featuring local artwork 
by Bruce Malloch, Speedline Art, Tammy Andrews, 
Stephanie Stacey, Dan Paris, Carole King, Dewi Hyde, 
Jeff Brown, Brian Warren, Millie Speelman and Cindy 
Poole at the Old Sergeants Quarters, Museum Village.

The Cannery Arts Centre; Abstract Earth;
photography by Richard Woldendorp - An Art on the 
Move exhibition proudly sponsored by Cliffs Natural 
Resources.  Woldendorp’s powerful images reveal the 
incredible beauty and diversity of the country.  Opens 
24th March 6pm.
The Cannery Arts Centre, Young At ‘Art ; Circus 
madness for youth aged 13 - 25.  Workshops include: 
acrobatics, juggling, fire twirling and clowning around!  
Sundays 1-4pm, 21st Feb - 28th march.

Find Esperance Community Arts on Facebook and keep in 
the loop about arts and cultural activities in Esperance.
See our blog to read news and the latest about arts projects and 
events: 
www.esperancecommunityarts.blogspot.com

2011 Esperance Biennial Art Award Competition and 
Exhibition
Do you live in Esperance/Eastern Goldfields/Ravy/Hopetoun area?  
The entry forms are now available from the Cannery Arts Centre and 
Esperance Community Arts Gallery, Museum Village. Entries close on 
the 11th August. Over $11,000 in prize money  Sponsored by Cliffs 
Natural Resources

At the Cannery Arts Centre (90713599)
Still Life Painting and Drawing Workshops with Howard 
Long
Learn the  basics of still life, design and composition, light and form 
in your choice of media from an experienced artist and tutor. Suitable 
for beginners to intermediate Thurs 28 July & Tues 2 August 6 – 
8.30pm $50 Cannery Members, $65 non-members

Art on the Move Photography Exhibition
‘VOICES of the Wheatbelt’ sponsored by Tectonic Resources
Runs until 31st July 

Winter Kickarts School Holiday Workshops (age 6-12)
Eco Paint/Pottery/Junk Sculpture, Exploring with Inks and more!!
$12 for Cannery Members, $15 non-members Places limited, book 
now!

DUNCAN STEWART’S

Drive-thru bottle shop—95 Dempster Street, Esperance 

Open Monday-Saturday 8.30am-8.30pm

THREE 
DAY SALE

Thurs, Fri, Sat only
Goundrey Homestead Wine Range $8.90

Carlton Dry Stubbies 24s 2 for $70
Emu Export Cans 30s $32.99

Johnnie Walker Red Lable 700ml ............... $29.99
Cougar Bourbon 700ml.............................. $29.99
Southern Comfort 700ml............................ $32.99
Jim Beam Black Label 700ml  .................... $39.99
Russian Standard 700ml ............................ $31.99
Carolans Irish Cream 700ml ...................... $19.99
Midori 500ml range ................................... $24.99
Wolf Blass Yellow Label Range .............. 2 for $22
Penfolds Koonunga Hill Wine Range.......... $11.99

Capel Vale Debut Range ............................. $12.99
Evans and Tate Classic Wine Range ........... $13.99
Renmano 4lt Cask Range ........................... $16.99
Yalumba 2ltr Traditional Cask Range .......... $11.99
Corona Stubbies 24s.................................. $49.99
Carlton Cold Stubbies 24s ......................... $34.99
Heineken Stubbies 24s............................... $44.99
XXXX Gold Cans 30s ................................. $34.99
Cascade Premium Light Stubbies 24s ....... $31.99

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS

TWO local women will visit 
an orphanage in Kenya to 
help out less fortunate chil-
dren.

Sylvia Boast and Alma 
Perfrement are due to fly to 
Nairobi on August 4 where 
they will spend five-and-a-
half weeks visiting and work-
ing with orphans at Kenyan 
orphanage Hope House.

Ms Boast, who last visited 
Kenya two and a half years 
ago, said while donations 
were vital, it was impor-
tant for her to see where the 
money was going.

“It’s very important to go 
over there and help these 
people out, and see to their 
needs,” Ms Boast said.

“When you’ve been there 
and you’ve realised that even 
the poorest Australian kids 
have so much more than 
what these little ones have, 
to go back to Kenya is a real 
thrill,” she said.

“They are just such beau-

tiful children – they are just 
so happy and vibrant – and 
I love going over to help 
them.”

Ms Boast said her and 
Ms Perfrement’s role at the 
orphanage would be gen-
eral duties, including caring 
for the babies and washing 
dishes in the kitchen.

For the last 18 months, 
Ms Boast said she had been 
buying whatever she could 
find to take over to Kenya, 
however the excess baggage 
would be quite expensive.

T h e  B l u e L i g h t 
Association will hold a sau-
sage sizzle and a raffle out-
side Bunnings on Sunday, 
July 31 in order to raise 
money for that excess bag-
gage, while Ms Boast held 
a morning tea yesterday to 
raise money also.

Ms Boast thanked eve-
ryone in the town for their 
support in making her trip to 
Kenya possible.

POLICE and Community Youth Club (PCYC) volunteer Jean Handley and 
president Murray Pownall wish Sylvia Boast all the best ahead of her trip to 
Kenya next month.

Local ladies make a difference
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