
The modern Agricultural Show was first held in 1952 at Hancock’s 
Hall on Andrew Street. In October 1953 the Agricultural Show 
expanded and moved to the Bijou Theatre. By 1955 with the 
show outgrew this venue and moved to the Fresh Air League. 
The population had increased to about 4,000 by 1964 and had 
outgrown the Goldfields Road venue, this initiated a move to 
Black Street. It was here that the Noel White Pavilion would be 
constructed and the Esperance Agricultural Show, a two-day 
event, is still held there today. The show is considered to be the 
most anticipated event on Esperance’s calendar.

Take a walk to see how the show has changed and grown over 
the years. The Banners highlight the shows historical roots 
and acknowledge the volunteers who make this event happen 
annually for the Esperance and surrounding communities. 

Proudly supported by:

Whilst the information contained in this 
brochure has been presented with all due 
care, the Shire of Esperance does not 
warrant or represent that the Information 
is free from errors or omission. 
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In 1964 the construction of the Noel White 
Memorial Hall was undertaken using 
Ravensthorpe Stone, it is named after Noel 
White in recognition of his contribution to the 
Esperance Agricultural Show. 
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The year is 1952 and the first Esperance 
Agricultural Show was held at Hancock Hall, 
which was previously the Hospital Amenities. 
The inaugural Esperance Agricultural Show 
President was Mr Len Daw.

In 1953 the Esperance Agricultural Show 
made the move to the RAOB Hall, now known 
as the Bijou Theatre. Pictured on this banner 
is the annual wheelbarrow race from the 
Pier Hotel to the RAOB, Dot Lalor is pushing 
Jeanette Lalor, passing the men as they 
stopped for a beer at the local pub.

From 1955 until 1963 the Esperance 
Agricultural Show was held at the Fresh Air 
League on Goldfields Road.

The 1969 Grand Parade showcased different 
components of the Esperance Agricultural 
Show such as the Machinery, Equestrian, 
Sheep and Cattle, it is also an opportunity 
for the champions to be congratulated by the 
community.
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The 1973 Grand Parade was a highlight 
where the community members gathered to 
watch and cheer on the Champions of the 
Equestrian, Sheep and Cattle and while the 
machinery, a feature of the agricultural show 
also circulated. 
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Pictured centre is the 1975 Miss Showgirl, 
Jenny Jacobs. Jenny went on to subsequently 
win the Great Southern Miss Show Girl, 
and at the Perth Royal Show. Consequently 
representing Western Australia at the Sydney 
Royal Show, the only Esperance entrant to 
ever do so. 

A lovely feature of the 1978 Esperance 
Agricultural Show was the Drawn Carriage 
Section of the Equestrian competition, 
adding plenty of colour. This picture shows 
Lorraine McDonald giving Charlie Murray and 
granddaughter Kristie Lee a ride around the 
arena with horse Frisky. 
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A highlight of the central ring at the Esperance 
Agricultural show has always been the 
Equestrian events, a massive part of the show 
for many years featuring hacking, dressage, 
show jumping and working stock horse 
competition, here is Penelope Richter on her 
prize winning horse, Bubba.

The Horticultural Section at the show in 
1979 was held in the Noel White Pavilion. 
Community members entered a beautiful array 
of lovely flowers they had grown and carefully 
collected for entry into the Show, we wonder 
who had the best roses? 

Wood Choppers made the journey to Esperance 
in 1983 for the Cross Cut Saw competition. 
With a fierce line up, teams got to work 
to be crowned the winner of the chopping 
competition, for ultimate bragging rights. 

The Show has long welcomed local graziers 
and pastoralists entering their most prized 
animal in the annual competition. Doing so in 
hope of having the worthiest champion entrant 
in the show. 

The year 1993 saw the famous Carlton and 
United Brewery Horse Drawn Wagon visit the 
Esperance Agricultural Show, for 65 years the 
Clydies were much loved ambassadors of the 
beer company capturing hearts across the 
nation, the last six horses retiring in 2018. The 
horses originally started with CUB as transport 
animals carting beer from brewery to pub. 

Pictured here is John Dickerson, Ian Scott and 
Bob Bridges with a Massey Ferguson tractor, 
commonly known as ‘Fergy’, the Agricultural 
Society’s forklift and workhorse since the 90’s. 

This banner acknowledges the commitment 
of not only the Presidents’ of the Esperance 
Agricultural Show but extends to all of the 
volunteers who work tirelessly to make this 
event happen for the Esperance Community. 
The leaders of this dedicated group include:

President-
Len Daw 1952-1954
Mort Kent 1955-1956
B Beechmore 1957
Alf Button 1958-1959
Ken Barwick 1960
Colin Kloeden 1961-1962
Vic Karger 1963-1968

Bob Bridges 1969-1973 
& 1975-1976
Alistair Syme 1974
Stella White 1977-1979
Stan Crane 1983-1991
Ewin Stewart 1992-
1999 & 2005-2017
Graham Cooper 2000-
2004 & 2018-2019

The 50th Show Anniversary was held this year 
and featured an array of exhibits in the main 
exhibition hall from flowers to arts and crafts, 
to patch work quilts and photography entrants. 

Pastoralists choose their best beast to bring to 
the show to for the annual display in the Grand 
Parade. 

The Bird & Animal Park provide a variety of 
baby animals in a petting zoo area.  This 
attraction introduces the agricultural side of 
the show to children who may never have the 
opportunity to meet these farm animals.

The Sheep Stud display is filled by the prize 
winning sheep of the district. 

Sideshow Ally is a popular attraction at the 
show with Showman’s Association being a 
long-time supporter of the Esperance show 
bringing fantastic rides to Esperance.

The shearing competition brings country 
to the show and demonstrates to the town 
folk a bit about farming activities. In 2018 
a “Back to Back” was held, wool was shorn 
from the sheep, hand spun and knitted into a 
jumper during the show. This was a fantastic 
demonstration of raw materials into a wearable 
item.

Each year the Show hosts entertainment from 
far and wide. The Tickles and Dizzy Dinosaur 
Show was a popular dinosaur puppet show 
and educational dinosaur display with the 
young and older show attendees all learning 
something new.  

The Highland Pipe Band have been supporting 
the Show for many years by entertaining the 
crowds with their magnificent bagpipe music.

Motorbike acrobatics kept the audience in 
suspense with their breath-taking stunts.

Show jumping has been a part of the 
equestrian events for many years seeing the 
Esperance Show attract some of the top show 
jumpers in the state.

The Esperance and Districts Agricultural 
Society put a fireworks display on each year for 
the community of Esperance and surrounding 
districts. They are very popular with all show 
goers. 

My Beaut Ute Competition has been held for 
more than 25 years at the Show and attracts 
avid Ute owners from far and wide.  There are 
ute classes for all enthusiasts including the 
Beaut Classic, the Beaut Feral and also for the 
ladies a Beaut Chicks ute.
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The 2008 Axeman, Wood Chopping competition 
is always a great display of strength and 
determination. 


