Local government elections are a great way for people to be involved in their local community and are held on the
third Saturday in October every two years. This year the Local Government Elections for the Shire of Esperance will
be held on Saturday, 19 October 2019.
The voting method is first-past-the-post and this election will be conducted by using postal voting to encourage the
maximum number of electors to participate in the easiest voting system. The 2019 election will be conducted by
the Western Australian Electoral Commission (WAEC) who appoints a Returning Officer to oversee the election
including taking candidate nominations and supervising the count on election night.
Who can vote? You must be a resident, non-resident
owner or non-resident occupier of a rateable property
within the Shire of Esperance, and on the electoral roll.
How many wards are within the Shire of
Esperance? There are 2 wards – Town and Rural.You
will find this information on your rate notice, you can
search for it on the WAEC website or call the Shire.
How do I know if I am enrolled to vote? Residents
who are enrolled on the WA State electoral roll
for an address within the Shire’s boundaries are
automatically enrolled on the local government roll.
Non-resident owners and non-resident occupiers
of rateable property are not automatically enrolled.
Enrolments can be checked on the WA Electoral
Commission website https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/
onlineEnrolmentSystem.
How do I vote? Postal voting packages are sent to
all eligible electors in the Shire of Esperance by the
WA Electoral Commission. They contain information
about candidates, ballot papers, a reply paid envelope
and an information brochure on how to vote. The
ballot papers are sent to the Returning Officer and
are counted at the Shire offices on Election Day – 19
October 2019.
Is it compulsory to vote? No.
Are there any absentee votes? No, because a
postal voting system is used. Absentee Votes are only
provided for by Local Governments which operate on a
voting-in-person election.
Can I vote if I live outside the Shire of Esperance,
but I own a property within the Shire of
Esperance? Yes – provided you claim enrolment
by completing and returning Electoral Form 2 by the
closing date. Shire of Esperance will send letters of
notification if you are eligible to vote. NOTE: Once you
have already made a claim on Electoral Form 2, you
do not need to re-apply for future years.

If a property is owned by a company, are
Directors eligible to vote on the company’s
behalf? Yes – provided the company, which owns
or occupies rateable property within the electorate,
nominates a director or other person to vote on its
behalf. That person (or up to 2 persons nominated)
must complete Electoral Form 2 to claim enrolment.
Do I have to be a ratepayer to vote at Council
Elections? No – anyone who is listed on the current
State Electoral roll may vote at local government
elections in the ward where their address is situated.
If you are registered on the electoral roll in another
electorate you are still eligible to vote so long as
you are registered as an occupier of an Esperance
property. In this case you are required to complete
Electoral Form 2.
How long is my enrolment on the council’s Owners
& Occupiers roll valid? If you enrol as an owner of
rateable property (this includes nominees of a body
corporate which owns a property) then your enrolment
remains valid for as long as you continue to own the
property. If your property is sold you will automatically
be removed from the Owners and Occupiers roll. If you
enrol as an occupier of rateable property, then your
enrolment remains valid for 2 ordinary elections. You
are then required to re-apply for another 2 ordinary
elections.
If I own more than one property, can I vote more
than once? That depends on whether you own or
occupy rateable property in more than one ward. An
“election” is deemed to be within a ward. The Shire
of Esperance has 2 electoral wards – so will have 2
elections (unless a candidate within a ward is elected
unopposed). If you own or occupy more than one
rateable property within one ward (Town or Rural) you
are only eligible to vote once for that ward.
For further information, please call 08 9071 0653
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The
third Edge
of the Bay
Community event,
including King of
Concrete was
a hit.

An
all access
boardwalk was
completed at Twilight
Beach and an
education centre on
the Lake Monjingup
Reserve.

Our One &
All community
Program
continued to
entertain young
and old.

Stage
One of
upgrades to
Adventureland Park
were completed
including a new bike
track for young
children to learn
road rules.
We
successfully
applied for a $4m
Building Better
Regions grant to
construct the
Replacement
Jetty.
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The
tender was
awarded for the
construction of the new
four court Indoor Sports
Stadium and Sime
Building Co began
work to build the
facility.

Beach
Emergency
Signage was
installed along our
coastline to help in
the event of an
emergency.

• Over $190k to several community groups
through the Community Grants Program.
• The extension of dual use pathways
along Daw Drive and Fisheries Road has
increased the safety of pedestrians and
cyclists.
• Stage three of the Great Ocean Trail,
making it a complete circuit.
• Our staff undertook Stage 1 of the Wylie
Bay Landfill Closure using in house skills,
the project was completed under budget.
• A Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan was endorsed by Council with a
number of actions implemented immediately and the remaining to occur
over the 2019/20 financial year.
• We were excited to be selected as a location for the filming of Tim Winton’s
Dirt Music. We assisted the production with local knowledge and ensured
their crew had plenty of information to keep them busy on their rest days.
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