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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Local Government Act 1995
Bush Fires Act 1954
Shire of Esperance
BUSH FIRE BRIGADES LOCAL LAW 2025

Under the powers conferred on it by the Bush Fires Act 1954 and the Local
Government Act 1995 and under all other enabling powers, the Council of the
Shire of Esperance resolved on 25 November 2025 to make the following local
law.

PART 1 PRELIMINARY

Short title
This local law may be cited as the Shire of Esperance Bush Fire Brigades
Local Law 2025.

Commencement
This local law comes into operation 14 days after the day on which it is
published in the Government Gazette.

Application

This local law applies throughout the district.

Repeal
The Shire of Esperance Bush Fire Brigades Local Law publkished in the
Government Gazette on 6 September 2022 is repealed.
Definitions
(1) In this local law unless the context otherwise requires —
Act means the Bush Fires Act 1954,

brigade area is defined in clause 2.2(a)(b);

brigade member means a fire fighting member, associate member or a cadet
member of a bush fire brigade;

brigade officer means a person holding a position referred to in clause 2.2
(1)(c), whether or not he or she was appointed by the local government or
elected at an annual general meeting of a bush fire brigade or otherwise
appointed to the position;

bush fire brigade is defined in section 7 of the Act;
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Bush Fire Operating Procedures means the Bush Fire Operating
Procedures adopted by the local government as amended from time to time;

CEO means the Chief Executive Officer of the local government;
Council means the Council of the Shire of Esperance;

Department means the Department of Fire and Emergency Services of
Western Australia;

district means the district of the local government;

fire fighting member is defined in clause 4.2;

local government means the Shire of Esperance:;

LG Act means the Local Government Act 1995;

normal brigade activities is defined by section 35A of the Act

(1) Subject to these Rules, where a decision is to be made by the bush fire
brigade, then the decision may be made by a resolution passed by a
.simple majority of the brigade members who are present in person or by
proxy at the meeting.

(2) Subject to these Rules, where a decision is to be made by the
Committee, then the decision may be made by a resolution passed by a
simple majority of the brigade officers who are present in person or by
proxy at the meeting.

Regulations means Regulations made under the Act; and

Rules means the Rules Governing the Operation of Bush Fire Brigades set
out in Schedule 1.

(1) Inthis local law, unless the context otherwise requires, a reference to —
(a) a Captain;
(b) a First Lieutenant;
(c) any additional Lieutenants;
(d) an Equipment Officer;
(e) a Secretary.
() aTreasurer; or
(9) a Secretary / Treasurer combined;
means a person holding that position in a bush fire brigade.
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PART 2 ESTABLISHMENT OF BUSH FIRE BRIGADES

DIVISION1 ESTABLISHMENT OF BUSH FIRE BRIGADES

2.1 Establishment of a bush fire brigade

(1) The local government may establish a bush fire brigade for the purpose
of carrying out normal brigade activities.

(2) A bush fire brigade is established on the date of the local government'’s
decision under subclause (1).

2.2 Name and officers of bush fire brigade

(1) On establishing a bush fire brigade under clause 2.1(1) the local
government is to —
(a) give a name to the bush fire brigade;

(b) specify the area in which the bush fire brigade is primarily
responsible for carrying out the normal brigade activities (the
brigade area); and

(c) appoint —
(i) a Captain;
(i) a First Lieutenant;

(iii) additional Lieutenants if the local government considers it
necessary, ranked by seniority;

(iv) an Equipment Officer;

(v) a Secretary; and

(vi) a Treasurer; or

(vii) a Secretary/Treasurer combined.

(2) When considering the appointment of persons to the positions in
subclause (1)(c), the local government is to have regard to the
qualifications and experience which may be required to fill each position.

(3) A person appointed to a position in subclause (1)(c) is to be taken to be a
brigade member.

(4) The appointments referred to in subclause (1)(c) expire at the completion
of the first annual general meeting of the bush fire brigade.

(5) If a position referred to in subclause (1)(c) becomes vacant prior to the
completion of the first annual general meeting, then the local government
is to appoint a person to fill the vacancy in accordance with subclause (2)
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DIVISION 2 COMMAND AT A FIRE

2.3 Ranks within the bush fire brigade

(1) In the absence of the Captain, the first Lieutenant, and in the absence of
the first, the second Lieutenant and so on, in the order of seniority
determined, is to exercise all the powers and duties of the Captain.

(2) Where a bush fire control officer is in attendance at a fire which the
members of the bush fire brigade have command of under the Act and
the Bush Fire Operating Procedures, the most senior bush fire control
officer has full control over other persons fighting the fire and is to issue
instructions as to the methods to be adopted by the fire fighters.

DIVISION 3 APPLICATION OF RULES TO A BUSH FIRE BRIGADE

2.4 Rules
(1) The Rules govern the operation of a bush fire brigade.

(2) A bush fire brigade and each brigade member is to comply with the Rules
as set out in Schedule 1.

DIVISION 4 TRANSITIONAL

25 Existing Bush Fire Brigades

(1)  Where a local government has established a bush fire brigade prior to
the commencement date, then on and from the commencement day —

(a) the bush fire brigade is to be taken to be a bush fire brigade
established under and in accordance with this local law;

(b) the provisions of this local law apply to the bush fire brigade save
for clause 2.2; and

(c) any rules governing the operation of the bush fire brigade are to be
taken to have been repealed and substituted with the Rules.
(2) In this clause —

commencement day means the day on which this local law comes into
operation.
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