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Council Committees Terms of Reference 

Introduction 

Under the powers of the Local Government Act 1995, Council has the power to 

establish committees of three or more persons to assist the Council and to exercise 

the powers and discharge the duties of the local government that can be delegated 

to committees.  

The Esperance Shire Council has established both standing and advisory 

committees, which directly report to Council. In addition, there are also a number of 

Working Groups and external, non-Council committees with Council representation. 

The objective of this document is to –  

(1) Provide a reference detailing Council standing and advisory committees, 

as well as those Working Groups and external committees with Council 

representation; and 

(2) Outline the adopted Terms of Reference for each of the Council 

Committees. 

Subdivision 2 of Division 2 of Part 5 of the Local Government Act 1995 outlines the 

establishment of committees and the structure of their meetings. Council 

Committees are also subject to the Shire of Esperance Standing Orders Local Law 

2015 which is available on the Shire Website.  

  



Council Committees Terms of Reference 

Council Committees 

Committee Members Deputy 

Audit Committee 

Michele Bennetts (Chair) 

Ken Mills (Deputy Chair) 

Cr de Haas 

Cr McWilliam 

Cr Harp 

Pres Chambers 

N/A 

Bush Fire Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Graham (Chair) 
Pres Chambers (Deputy 
Chair) 
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Working Groups Quick Reference 

The following are Working Groups with Council representation. The elected 

membership of these Working Groups as listed is reviewed following the biennial 

local government elections. 

Working Group Members 

Esperance Twin Town Working 

Group 

Cr Davies 

Cr McWilliam 

Museum Working Group 
Cr de Haas 

Pres Chambers 

Esperance Tourism Stakeholder 

Working Group 

Cr McWilliam 

Cr Johnston 

Cemetery Working Group 
Cr Starcevich 

Cr Johnston 

Disability Access and Inclusion 

Working Group 

Cr Harp 

Cr Obourne 

Public Health Plan Working Group 
Cr de Haas 

Cr Harp 

Coastal Safety Working Group 
Cr Obourne 

Cr Davies 

Rural Roads Working Group Cr Graham 

Cr Starcevich 

Cr McWilliam 
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External Committees Quick Reference 

The following are external committees with Council representation. The elected 

membership of these committees as listed is reviewed following the biennial local 

government elections. 

Committee Members Deputy Capacity 

Goldfields-

Esperance 

Country Zone of 

WALGA, GVROC 

Pres Chambers 

Cr Graham 

Chief Executive 

Officer 
Voting Member 

Local Emergency 

Management 

Committee 

Pres Chambers 

(Shire President) 
Cr Obourne Voting Member 

Port of 

Esperance - Port 

Consultative 

Committee 

Pres Chambers 

(Shire President) 
Cr Harp Ex-Officio 

Roadwise Cr Starcevich N/A Voting Member 

Regional Road 

Group 
Cr Graham Cr Starcevich Voting Member 

Senior Citizens 

Centre 

Management 

Committee 

Cr Obourne Cr Starcevich Ex-Officio 

Regional Capitals 

Alliance Western 

Australia 

Pres Chambers 

(Shire President) 

Chief Executive 

Officer 

Cr Obourne 

(Deputy Shire 

President) 

Voting Member 

Development 

Assessment 

Panel 

Cr Obourne 

Cr Starcevich 

Pres Chambers 

Cr McWilliam 
Voting Member 

Mission to 

Seafarers 
Cr Harp N/A  
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