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About Esperancdirport

During the First World War, global aviation rapidly evolwedich, locally, presented Australia with a boundless
opportunity to expand the use othesewondrous® Y2 RSNY Q | ANONI Fliod 2 A0K GKIFG F
MPHNQEAYX (GKS 9aLISNIyOS w2l R&a . 2 NR Irowikthe gldb&vére dodh lodkiig 2
to develop dedicated landing grounds. In 1929, itadgoorlie Minereported that the most suitable area in Esperance
gk a ySFNI {KFN] [ F 1 $andinggBaddock Kvheie tHelhRidldamBt@ight opppditéSwhat is now
Shark Lake CBHvas soon after cleared and usable. At the timecess to thé.anding Paddockiathe Coolgardie
Esperance ighwaymeanta slow and rougtirive overlittle more thansandy cart rut tracks, so many of the first
aircraft to Esperance instead landed the dry salt pan oPink LakeSo it was thathe firsttwo aircraft on record to

visit Esperance, a de Havilland Moth and a Simmons SpartaedamPink Lake January of 1930.

Western Air Services, the company that bought the Moth and Spartan to Esperanceawdietime,on the cusp of
starting an aviation businegganned toserve Esperance and many other WA towns. This venture howagcally

fell through with the death ofCharles Nesbipne of the primary partners and pilgtiater that same year. Enter a
second player in tat market, and the first aviation business to service Esperance was thus a different entity, Goldfield:
Air Navigation, with their corrugated irodunkers F13 VHKW (pictured followingsee page )7flying in and out
between Esperancésalgoorlie and Wiluna in 1931. This too was a shetd venture, and that Junkers was sold and
flown to Papua New Guinea later that same year.

Other aircraft infrequently flew in and out over the next decade, generally landing on Pink Lake,amdieg Paddock
(Location 1354 / 1874 Coolgareisperance Highwadirectly opposite Shark Lake CBEe pageoronfFed. 2 ¢ Qa
farm in Gibson (Location 630 Bow Rpsaée page 71 however World War |l was the catalyst for the development of
the presentday Esperance Airporthe two main sites used to that poibbth had significant drawbacksink Lake

was salty and often too muddy to land on while Landing Paddockas constricted in size by the road, ralope

and telegraph line. With these limitations, the Department of Civil Aviation had been slowly investigating other loca
sites for about a decade. In 1939, World War Il saw the RAAF commandeer that ffoockesence purposesswiftly
deciding on the preserday Esperance Airport site as the most suitabitavas big enough, flat enough, had low salt
content, and was anecdotally far enough from the coast to be safely out of the shellingatwge ships.

W2NJa 2y GKS LINBLINXGAZ2Yy 2F (GKS w!! CQa a&! RganfostSR
immediately thereaftein 1940.Surveying, learing, crosploughing, seedindevellingand fencingvere all completed
underthree separatecontractsin 1940, and "extremely urgent” RAAF buildings; wireless telegraphy receiving station,
wireless telegraphy transmitting station, sleeping quarters and mess, earth closets et al, were all erected in a tigl
deadline between December, 1940 and January I8Adntractor Jack Flett. Three machine gun emplacements, one
of which is still in place today, were then constructed in 1942 under contract, two by Cyril Wildy and one by Ern Hodge
along withan arrayof other RAAF buildings, including, among othérs| and oil storesa pyrotechnic store and

bomb dumps. A Home Guard unit was placed in charge of the new Esperance Aerodrome, "...where there were she
full of bombs and stacks of 44 gallon drums of aviation fuel”.

By 1943, thavar had evolved to a point where tHRAAF knew there was little chance of invasion from or through the
south of Australia, and they instead wisely focused their defence efforts on the north, east and west coasts. Th
presented an opportunity for use of the Esperance Airport by a privateaidnd on June 25, 1943, the first Airlines
(WA) Ltd aircraft, a-4eat de Havilland Dragonfly VADG, arrived in Esperance on a trial flight, thereafter serving a
Perth-RavensthorpeEsperanceNorseman 'nilk run' route from its inaugural passenger flight on July 16, 1943 until
being replaced by a largerseat de Havilland Dragdrapide in 1945 (MHZY, pictureghage73being refuelled on the
grassed runways at Esperance Airport in 1945, RAAF barracks past the tail in the background).

Towards the end of the Second World War, the running of many Australian airports was handed back to thi
Department of Civil Aviation (DCA). In 1945, DCA employed Arthur Leslie "Joe" Hill as the groundsman and airp
manager.
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"The first task [given to Joe Hill by DCA] was to get the abandoned strips into service, build airport markers and pa
them orange and white and align them alongside the airstrip. Material came from the bomb and ammunition stores
These buildings weresthantled. A waiting room was bujih 1946]from one of these buildgs [theformertelegraph
transmitting hut, see pag@1] after the bulwarkdW o dzf & | Bdlinkeprobf Na&verse wallssee plan 41/42/1674,

page 37] were removed. The building was jacked up and fitted with four plough steel wheels with timber axles an
towed into position with the Fordson tractor, then settled into place.

Next water, a well was dug behind the waiting room and lined with the same timber and iron.

Trees were planted; some of these are here today. Phone connected and the old barracks were converted into liv
guarters or a housfsee pagse 74 and 75 converted to a house in 1947, demolished ca 1984]

The clover and rye grass on the existing strips was dying so Joe haettedspt for the coming year. Joe came from
a farming area in Queensland and had some experience with trace elements, so he mixed copper sulphate and zir
withthe superbyhantl Yy R 2 LJ RNBS&daSR GKS aidNARLEA 6A0GK |y 2fR &S

He was sent an exrmy grader to be drawn by the Fordson tractor and we set about grading the strips to 150 feet
wide to cater for the larger aircraft. Aircraft were first the Dragon Rapide then the Dove planes.

Everyone that saw the results of the super and trace elements on the clover were blown away by the result.

The next piece of machinery was a drawn mower, as the grass now had to be cut, as the long grass marked the airc
propellers. This almost became a negading job.

Joe was later [in 1949] transferred to Guildford Airport for several years and was later transferred to Cocos Island ur
he reached retirement age. He died at Mandurah aged 72 years and is buried in Mandurah."

In 1955 Airlines (WA) Ltd merged into MacRobertson Miller Airlines, and thBduiglas / 0 Qa aéeéy2yeyYz2d
image of MMA would serve Esperance for many years. After MMA departed the scene, Skywest, Virgin and lat
Regional Express would continue to connect Esperance to Perth.

The Esperance Airport terminal itself has seen several incarnations over the years, the original being repurposed frc
the former RAAF wireless telegraphsansmitting hutand described as being "no bigger than a bus shelter”. The
secondterminal was built in 1962 to hold about 20 people, and the third termistill standingas thecentre section

of the presentday termina) was opened in 1984 as demand grew to accommodate "'up to 80 people in comfort".
More recently, sizeable extensions on the 1984 terahitook place in 1999, then later againZdl2 around Federal
Government security requirements post 9/11.

As for the runways, in the 1940's, these were initially bare earth seeded to become grass paddocks, allowing landi
and takeoff in almost any direction on any of four runways pending the wind. When the aerodrome was transferred
from DCA to the Shire oBferance in 1962, Esperance was referred to as "...astwp natural surfaced aerodrome".
Soon after, circa 1965, runways 11/29 and 03/21 were gravelled, allowing improved, though not quitathier,
access. Runway 03/21 was left as, and remainsgvgesurface, however runway 11/29 was upgraded to a bituminous
chip seal in 1973 under a 1969 Commonwealth Development Grant. This first 1973 bituminous seal covered a lenc
of 1,220m x 18mwvide. Further extensions took place in 1982, extending runway 11/29's bituminous chip seal surface
to 1500m x 30m, then in 2007, runway 11/29 was lengthened a further 300m to 1800m,x\8Mna strengthening
asphalt layer added in 2009
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January 24, 19302 S&AGSNY ! ANJ { SNBAOSQa RS-UKMtaRingt Esderdrite résidsi D D
McCarthy (top) ancEllen Gormar(bottom) for joy rides. Landing on Pink Lak€aptains Nesbiand Snook toured
severaWwheatbelt townsin this Gipsy Moth and a Simmons Spartan (not pictuaéidhe way to Esperance to promote
Western Air Serviceghough that would bea short-lived venture. CaptainCharles Nesbit died in a plane crash later
that same yearwhile VHUKM (pictured above) was destroygdaseparatecrash in 1931.
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THE WEST AUSTRALIAN, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1930.

GOLDFIELDS TO ESPERANCE AIR SERVICE.

The first Junkers 'plane seen in Western Australia reached Kalgoorlie two weeks ago. It is powered by a six-In-line 310 h,p, motor and is made of metal. It

made its inaugural flight to Wiluna last week in 3 hours 40 minutes. It will carry six passengers and mail matter and will inaugurate a weekly service between

Kalgoorlie and Wiluna, and Kalgoorlie and Esperance. Included in this group are Mr. J. J. Thorn (general manager of the Lake View and Star Mine), Mr. J.

H. Moate (secretary of Goldfields Air Navigation, Ltd.), Mr. J. L. Smith (local manager for the Vacuum Oil Company). Mr. L. B. McCay (aviation engineer
of the Vacuum Oil Co.), and the pilot of the machine, Captain P. Haddow, M.C.

1930/31- Goldfields Air Navigation started a venture in 1930 to connect Wiluna, Kalgoorlie and Esperanteeusing
Junkers F1¥HUKW pictured abovéottom) at Pink LakeUsing Pink Lake as thairfield, Goldfields Air Navigation
only served Esperance briefly during 198HUKWhbeing sold to Papua New Guinea later that same year.
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December,1934 - On the nightof December 18, 1934he Flying Doctotanded on Pink Lakander the vehicle
headlights of Esperance residentaken the following dayhis photograph of VRUPD on the edge of Pink Lake shows
the wingsof the de Havilland DH 60M Motlolded backwith sticksbeingused to chock the wheels
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1939/40 - The Department of Civil AviatigpCAhad beenslowlylooking intoa dedicated site for an aerodrome in
Esperance fomore thana decadeThe onset ofWWIlhastened that proess, andate in 1939the current Esperance
Airport site was selectedite preparationby DCAnthe newRAARdvanced Operational Baghe Esperancdirport,
commencedn 194Q completed that same yeamder contracttol K NSS Sy G AGAS&T & LINB LI NI
3 N2 dzy Ehé Duddds Road Board, LINE @A AA2Y 2F 02dzy RFNE YI NHENSSQGA2
boundaryfencing by R Sweetma(DCAplan Y404NAA: A705, 7/1/52)




October31, 1940 - Worksrequisition authorisingconstruction atthe Esperanc&®AAFAdvanced Operational Base
including the building of avireless telegraphy receiving station, wireless telegraphy transmitting station, sleeping
guarters and messearth closets et a{refer RAAF plan 39/40/16f®llowing, NAA K1141, 0194@1-77).
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< JFK/BF 0.40/41-77

2nd December, 1940
Mr. J. Flett,
34 wilson Street,
KALGOORLIE. W.4

Dear Sir:

ERECTION OF BUILDINGS -« ESPERANCE R.A.A.F.
STATION

With reference to the acceptance of your tender
for the erection of buildings etc. at Hsperance Aerodrome,
I have to inform you that this work is extremely urgent.
Although the period for completion is five (5)
weeks it will be appreciated if you will expedite the work and
improve on the time allowed.

Would you please advise this office of the earliest
date on which you require the pegging out to be done.

Yours faithfully,

(M. nm%in

National Archives of Australia NAA: K1141, 01940/41/77

Wl O1 Cft SiavEa nipS yoR SINJITTRONGLIG SR 2y 5 S0S Yo S Nduididgwarkgat the:
G9aLISNI yOS wdrel cAnpletd, lbarrigayfeiv minor constructionwarranty issues on January 8, 1941
(NAA K1141, 0194@1-77).
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December 20,1942 A K 22 L L

Ay FdzZf agAyads AAGS LINBLI NI GA2Y
Advanced Operational Base in Esperance in 1940. Looking east across the airport towards the CGasigarainee

Highway, Crawford Road on thehi, this photograph shows one of the fifstf @ 2 SNE | 62 3S GKS
D NB df\NIR¢é Esperance L.G., Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra)
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December 20, 1940 Looking westward over the rail line and Coolgafigperance Highway towards the newly
cleared and developing Esperance AWBawford Road boundary visible left of pictufldLA: Esperance L.G.,
Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra)
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1940 - Plan showing theproposed location of the wireless telegraphy receiving station, wireless telegraphy
transmitting stationrand RAARaccommodation buildings (ref@AAF plan 39/40/16fllowing) as constructed by Jack
Flett betweenDecembey1940and January1941 (RAAF plan 39/40/45RAA K1141, 0194@1-77).
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1940-¢ 2 6 SNJ al adada FyR 9FNIK {2aidSY 2(RAS pl&hBH40/CONAS BINI2LIK &
Drawer 94 Folder 7 Par).2




1940- Advanced Operational Base$Vireless Telegraphy Transmitting Mast (RAAF plan 39/40/B4A6\: B3712,
Drawer 94 Folder 7 Par).2
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‘77* POATADLE CLOSET [ 39/40/37¢

JCALE - E/IGHT FEET TO ONE INCH

SPE C IRL. T V/"L

1940-! Y2y 3 AS@OSNIf 20KSNJ 6dzAf RAy3a | yR &l NHzO (bdididys & Wi
Esperanc&OBincludedtwo & &rth/ f 2 3 tBilétsifér officers and other ranksompleted betweemecember1940
and January, 194¢efer requisition aboveRAAF plan 39/4@76, NAA: B6444, 39/30
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 4 NOV. 1940
8% 77
Works & Services '

Department of the Inter
CANBERRA A.C.T.

MEMORANDUM to:- 31st October, 1940.

!

th Sidney Williams in conjunction wi
Operational bases in other states.

- Mmmtn&uuﬂuhA
- priority as these facilities are urgently required

October 31,1940- Memorandum reRAAF Advanced Operational BasPsovision of Wireless Telegraphy Huts and
Masts including thoséx dzNB Sy (i f &t thiBslpedahchl SqBEer RAAF plans 39/40/4580/41/384, 40/41/388,
40/41/396, 40/41/397 NAA K1141, 0O194@1-77).
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COMMDNYEALTE OF o0y, 9

PLOHA]
\ N0 _MAST

'{0
T3 4

Ia order that no ambiguity mey exist with
mm-uuumuuumummw

ealled
R R

the masts and 'muo;mumum:m‘“
Reception end Commanding
mtummuu’::wammzonm
doors of Receiving and
eserodrome sile.

letion of
desired mmumwuwm“
u.mxuuamm
snticipated dete of completion.

November 13, 1940Memorandum re RAAF Advanced Operational BaBesvision of Wireless Telegraphy Hutments
FYR alatad aSY2N} yRdzY WRSaA AEspdancdy Péhudiars fi, A9y (refar RAAF Kl&ha S
39/40/459, 40/41/384, 40/41/388, 40/41/396, 40/41/39NAA K1141, 0194@1-77).
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ESPERANCE BAY,
Priority: A

Aerodrome: 13 miles north of town, accommodation huts,

Fuel Stock: 5000 gals. held at Agent's premises, gal-
vanized iron shed surrounded by galvanized
iron fence.

Population: British, approx, 450 people, number increased
during summer month by visitors from the
goldfields, No hooligen element,

Bxtent of protection needed at present:

The immediate risks are theft and a general fire
risk, At the aerodrome the risk is comsidered to be mainly
because of the fact that the main Esperance-Kalgoorlie road
passes along the east side of the serodrome. On completion
of the hutments, installation of fixed equipment and stores,
owing to the isolated situation, & 24 hour guard of the
aerodrome will be necessary to ensure maximum safety,

Safety of the petrol at the Agent's premises can
be effected by intermittent patrol by the police.

Security proposed by the Army:

In addition to R.A.A.F. property at Esperance, there
is an A,W,A, Coastal W/T Station, so, to &ssure the security
of this and R.A.A.F. property, the Army proposes thet a guard
be provided at Espersnce to cover the aerodrome and A.W.E.
Station, (24 hours). This will be adequate.,

Additional protective messures necessary in event of emergency:

In the event of emergency the following action may
be necessary:

(2) Demolition, dispersal, or removal of fuel stock.

(b) Obstruction of the serodrome,

December, 1940 A 24 hourArmyguard unit was recommended to be stationed at the Esperance AerodriNiiA.:(
A1196, 25/501/28.
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1940/41- RAAF Advanced Operational Basesh NSt Saad wSOSLIiA2Yy 3 / hQa h¥FAO
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1940- Transmitting Mast for Advanced Operational Bases (RAAF plan 40/4N329 B3712, Drawer 94 Folder 7 Part
1).
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77 STEEL. FAELLACE -
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1940/41- RAAF Advanced Operational Bas8teeping Quarters & Mess Hlype 1 top, and Type2, bottom, RAAF
plans 40/41/396 and 40/41/397elate to RAAF plan 39/40/16NAA: B6444, 40/41/396NAA: D1051, Folder 18
Drawing 14. Constructed by Jack Flett between December, 1940 and January, his4&tandard Sidney Williams &
Co. Comet Steel Fraim buildigaslaterO2 Yy SNI SR (2 06S02YS (i K@efedpsAAB0864 Y |
and WAB8963following)in 1947, eventually demolished ca 148
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